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December 11, 2018 

REMEMBERING MARY CIUNIQ PETE 

WHEREAS, Mary Ciuniq Pete was a strong leader with a caring heart who dedicated her entire life to 
serving the region she loved; 

WHEREAS, as a board member of the Tundra Women's Coalition (TWC), Mary was an early advocate for 
the shelter from its early days in a quonset hut with a crisis line to the current state-of-the-art 
33 bed facility with nine support programs; 

WHEREAS, Mary expanded her advocacy efforts to the state level as a member of the Alaska Council on 
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault where she was able to speak for rural Alaska and 
demonstrate the need for increased state and federal funding for domestic violence and sexual 
assault awareness and prevention; 

WHEREAS, Mary's commitment to remote Alaska was observed in her work as the Director of the 
Subsistence Division of the State of Alaska Department of Fish and Game, where she spent 
nine years serving under three governors, advancing subsistence rights in the State; 

WHEREAS, as an academic, she worked diligently to expand and enhance the applied field-based rural 
development bachelor's degree program at the University of Alaska Fairbanks enabling 
students to stay close to home as they continued their education in fields that would help build 
stronger rural communities; 

WHEREAS, when she became Director of the University of Alaska Fairbanks Kuskokwim Campus (KuC), 
she continued to grow the educational opportunities available on campus to occupational 
endorsements, certificate programs, and associate and bachelor degrees while embodying the 
campus mission to prepare professional, community, and cultural leaders in an active and 
relevant learning environment; 

WHEREAS, Mary supported Bethel and the region through her position on the U.S. Arctic Research 
Commission wherein she advocated for resource protection and subsistence harvests; she 
ensured that the Commission understood the importance of Alaskan native cultures and 
lifestyles; 

WHEREAS, Mary loved Bethel for the richness of its Yup'ik culture which is why she choose to make Bethel 
home for her and her family; her devotion to the community and culture was a strong 
motivation in many of the decisions she made in life; 

WHEREAS, Mary Ciuniq Pete inspired and touched many lives and always led by example; the community 
mourns the loss of a truly exceptional person while it also celebrates and remembers all that 
she has done for the community, region, state, and nation. 

Mary Ciuniq Pete, our community will miss you. You will be in our hearts forever. 
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