
 

 

 

City of Bethel Proclamation 
 

Proclaiming February as School Board Recognition Month 

 
WHEREAS, Earl Samuelson, Sr. is widely known as a legend throughout the Yukon-

Kuskokwim Region for his work as an Alaska State Trooper pilot and for 
his work with the Bethel Search and Rescue organization; 

WHEREAS, Samuelson received the Commendation for Valor Award in 1998 and the 
“C” Detachment Civilian of the Year Award in 2010;  

WHEREAS, Earl Samuelson, Sr. has been proactively involved in the community of 
Bethel and the surrounding Region as a passionate volunteer for Bethel 
Search and Rescue (BSAR) since the organization was established in the 
1970s; 

WHEREAS, Samuelson has over 20,000 hours of accident-free flying, to his credit, 
many of which were spent completing river reports that warned travelers 
of potential hazardous conditions on the river, sloughs, and trail systems 
in the Region; 

WHEREAS, Samuelson is a board member of Yuut Yaqungviat, “Where People Earn 
Their Wings,” and has been since the board was established in 1999;  

WHEREAS, Earl Samuelson, Sr. was elected to the Calista Corporation Board of 
Directors in 2014 and represents Unit 9, (Bethel), to create economic 
opportunities for Alaska Native Shareholders in Southwest Alaska; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Bethel City Council hereby recognizes and thanks Earl 
Samuelson, Sr. for all that he has done for our community and Region.  

IN OFFICIAL RECOGNITION WHEREOF, I hereby affix my signature on this 24th 
day in March, 2015.  

 
       ____________________________ 
       Richard Robb, Mayor 
Attest:  
 
 
____________________________       
Lori Strickler, City Clerk 


