
PUBLIC NOTICE 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
Wednesday, August 2nd, 2017 –6:30 p.m. 

300 STATE HIGHWAY – CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
AGENDA 

City of Bethel Police Dept. 
PO Box 809 

Bethel, AK 99559 
Office| 543-3781    Fax| 543-5086 

Members 

Joan Dewey 

Chair 

Eileen Henrikson 

Vice Chair 

Naim Shabani 

Council Representative 

Julene Webber 

Daniel Maczynski 

Mary Weiss 

Jared Karr 

Alternate    

Ex-Officio Members 

Burke Waldron 

Interim Chief of Police 

William Howell III 

Fire Chief 

Jesslyn McGowan 

Recorder 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. ROLL CALL

III. PEOPLE TO BE HEARD

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MEETING OF

July 5th, 2017

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. High Pedestrian Areas and Housing Area  (Council Representative Ayagalria)

B. Update on BPD Chief and staffing issue at BPD (City Manager, Pete Williams)

VII. NEW BUSINESS

A. Presentation of Certificate for Andre Achee (Joan Dewey)

B. Ordinance for Increase Taxi Rates (Naim Shabani)

C. Reduce Speeds in Residential Areas (Community Member Jody Drew)

VIII..  CHIEFS’ COMMENTS 

Fire Chief  

Chief of Police 

IX. TRANSPORTATION INSPECTOR’S REPORT

X. COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE’S COMMENTS

XI. COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENTS

XII. ADJOURNMENT

_____________________ 

Jesslyn McGowan, Recorder 
POSTED on July 27nd, 2017  
POST OFFICE, AC QUICKSTOP, CORINA’S CASE LOT, CITY HALL, & POLICE DEPT. 

Next Public Safety and Transportation Commission Meeting will be September 6th, 2017. 

“Deep Sea Port and Transportation Center of the Kuskokwim” 
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City of Bethel, Alaska  

Public Safety & Transportation Commission 
August 2, 2017 Regular Meeting Bethel, Alaska 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

A regular meeting of the Public Safety and Transportation Commission was held on August 2nd, 

2017 in the Bethel City Hall Council Chambers. 

This meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm. 

II. ROLL CALL

Present: Joan Dewey Chair 

Eileen Henrikson Vice Chair 

Julene Webber 

Daniel Maczynski 

Mary Weiss 

Absent: Naim Shabani 

Jared Karr Alternate 

Ex-Officio Present: Burke Waldron Interim Chief of Police 

William Howell III Fire Chief 

Jesslyn McGowan Recorder 

Other Present: Pete Williams City Manager 

Patty Burley City Attorney 

Joan Dewey 

Shari Neth 

III. PEOPLE TO BE HEARD

Shari Neth – She supports and is excited the 15mph neighborhood limit even though it

is not official. She states kids ride their bikes and people walk on the streets while

cars zoom past and either get splashed with mud or covered with dust. She is

personally in favor of the 15 mph neighborhood speed limit.

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOVED: Weiss Motion to approve the agenda. 

SECONDED: Webber 

VOTE ON MAIN 

MOTION 

All in favor. 
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V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOVED: Weiss Motion to approve the minutes from the regular 

meeting of  SECONDED: Webber 

VOTE ON MAIN 

MOTION 

All in favor. 

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. High Pedestrian Areas and Housing Area 

Council representative Norman Ayagalria resigned. 

MOVED: Weiss Motion to table it indefinitely 

SECONDED: Maczynski 

VOTE ON MAIN 

MOTION 

All in favor. 

B. Update on BPD Chief and staffing issue at BPD 

MOVED: Webber Motion to go into committee as a whole 

SECONDED: Maczynski 

VOTE ON MAIN 

MOTION 

All in favor. 

MOVED: Webber Motion to come out as a committee 

SECONDED: Weiss 

VOTE ON MAIN 

MOTION 

All in favor. 

VII. NEW BUSINESS

A.  Presentation of Certificate for Andre Achee 

MOVED: Weiss Motion to present certificate after the approval of 

meeting minutes SECONDED: Maczynski 

VOTE ON MAIN 

MOTION 

All in favor. 

B. Ordinance for Increase Taxi Rates 

Niam Shabani absent, will move to unfinished business for next meeting. 
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C. Reduce Speeds in Residential Areas 
Jody Drew came in and told the committee about how she first decided to do the petition 

for the 15mph neighborhood speed limit. She talked about the positive comments and 

things people were saying through Facebook. Jody has sold and given away yard signs, 

bumper stickers, tshirts, etc., to help get the word out there. Also stated that there are 

40% of kids in Bethel who have some type of Respiratory illness.  

VIII. CHIEF’s COMMENTS

Chief Waldron – I don’t have a whole lot, right now I am just trying to keep my head 

above the water. I look forward to the next meeting where I can actually report 

something to you all. 

Fire Chief Howell – See report in commission packet. 

IX. TRANSPORTATION INSPECTOR’S REPORT

See report in commission packet. 

X. COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE’s COMMENTS 

Council Representative Shabani absent. 

XI. COMMISSION MEMBER’s COMMENTS

Daniel – I noticed with some cabs, out towards hanger lake road, bring people out 

there when they are chartering. I noticed they are playing loud music and drinking. I 

don’t know if that is illegal or not. They were pulled over on the side of the road. Next 

time I see it, I’ll make sure to report it. Also if you all are interested in starting the 

neighborhood watch again, we can start it up. I can talk to a friend who has started a 

neighborhood watch in Texas. 

Mary – One of the things I heard on the radio was about the water truck and road 

situation and I don’t know if that is our per view or what. But that sounds like a 

transportation thing because I heard there is more issues of having to schedule more 

water trucks and more trips because the road is fall apart from the trucks being so 

heavy. So I’m just wondering if we shouldn’t have something to do with that because 

it is a transportation thing and the roads are getting kind of dangerous.  

Julene- First I wanted to apologize to Jesslyn for any miscommunication in our 

emails and I apologize to Patty because I thought it was on the agenda. I also want to 

welcome our new Chief. I am excited because I want to be proactive and I feel like 

now we have new energy.  
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XII. ADJOURNMENT

MOVED: Webber Motion to adjourn. 

SECONDED: Henrikson 

VOTE ON MAIN 

MOTION 

All in favor. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 

APPROVED THIS _______  DAY OF_______________________, 2017.  

_________________________ ________________________ 

Jesslyn McGowan, Recorder  Joan Dewey, Chair 







    CITY OF BETHEL   William F. Howell III, Fire Chief 

    Fire Department  P.O. Box 1388, Bethel, Alaska 99559 
      Phone: (907)-543-2131 

       Fax: (907)-543-2702  
bhowell@cityofbethel.net 

Celebrating 50 Years of Service 

DATE:  July 18, 2017 

TO: Pete Williams, City Manager 

FROM: Bill Howell, Fire Chief 

SUBJECT: July 1, 2017 through July 18, 2017 Management Report 

Current Events 

 The Department’s volunteer core will be hosting its annual Outdoor Sports show
on August 19 from 10am to 3pm.  Please come join us for great food, and great
outdoor gear and service vendors.

 The department participated in the Independence Day celebration and
maintained a presence at Pinkie’s Park.  July 4 2017 calls for service were the
highest ever recorded in a 24-hour period for the department with 17 calls for
service, 16 of which were alcohol related.

 UL will be in Bethel on July 24 to test department fire pumps.

 The specifications for the new ladder truck are in the final stages of review.  We
are working with the Finance Department to secure a lease company for the
purchase.

 The RFP for ambulance billing and collection services is undergoing final review
by the City Attorney and Finance department and should be issued soon.

 The department administrative staff continues work on a new Policies,
Procedures, S.O.P., Rules and Regulations manual for the department.  The new
PPM will roll out in the next few months.

 House bill 176, GEMT legislation was moved into House Finance committee and
will be discussed in the next session.  Representative Fansler is seeking a
sponsor in the Senate for a companion bill.



 

Community Planning/Preparedness 

 The Department is working with ECI Alaska Architects in review of the proposed 

Ayaprun school site on what is now the high school baseball fields.  Of concern is 

a request by the architect for greater than the 75% exception allowed by code to 

the needed fire flow (NFF) which in this case is a minimum of 1500 gallons per 

minute (GPM).  We are working with the Public Works Department and the State 

Fire Marshall’s office to determine the best course of action. 

 

 A letter was sent to the state Fire Marshalls Office and BTP requesting a full plan 

review of the Swanson’s liquor store/apartments prior to approval of their plan to 

renovate.  The letter is attached to this report. 

 

 On June 19, the department submitted a request, per manager direction; with the 

State fire Marshall to obtain a copy of all past submittals for the Senior Center 

building.  A FOIA request will be made to release the information to the City. 

 

 An Insurance Services Office (ISO) representative will be in Bethel on August 8 

to evaluate fire department capabilities.  We will be preparing for this visit 

throughout July. 

Training 

 On 07/04/17, the EMT Meeting was cancelled due to the holiday.  

 

 On 07/13/17 at 7:00 p.m. a Fire Meeting was held at the fire station. Responders 

reviewed and practiced advancing fire hose during simulated interior structure 

fire scenarios.  

 

 On 07/18/17 at 7:00 p.m. an EMT Meeting was held at the fire station. 

Responders practiced assessing and treating pediatric trauma patients. 

 

 Captain Solesbee started instruction of the State of Alaska Firefighter-I Course 

on April 1. Out of the initial twelve students, eight will be testing on 7/21 and 7/22.  

 

 A State of Alaska EMT-1 course is being scheduled.  

Responses 

 As of 18th, the Bethel Fire Department responded to 88 EMS and 6 Fire 
incidents during the month of July.  
 

 As of the 18th, alcohol-related EMS calls for service represented 71.5% (63 
incidents) of the total number of responses during the month of July. 
 



 

 On 07/01/17 at 11:14 a.m., medics responded to River Street for the report of a 
person who had experienced a seizure. The patient was assessed, treated, and 
transported to the hospital. 
 

 On 07/02/17 at 3:47 a.m., Medics responded to Third Avenue for the report of a 
person who experienced a wrist injury. The patient was assessed, treated, and 
transported to the hospital.  
 

 On 07/02/17 1:00 p.m., medics responded to Ptarmigan Road for the report of a 
person who experienced a hip injury. The patient was assessed, treated, and 
transported to the hospital. 
 

 On 07/08/17 at 4:02 p.m., medics responded to Atsaq Road for the report of a 
person who was hit by a vehicle. The patient was assessed, treated, and 
transported to the hospital.  
 

 On 07/08/17 at 2:30 a.m., medics responded to Seventh Avenue for the report of 
a vehicle rollover. The patient was assessed, treated, and transported to the 
hospital. 
 

 On 07/12/17 at 11:52 a.m., firefighters responded to Sixth Avenue for the report 
of a structure fire. Firefighters found a smoke house that was fully involved in fire. 
Firefighters extinguished the fire and determined the cause to be accidental. 
Firefighters returned to quarters.  
 

 On 07/16/17 4:44 p.m., firefighters responded to Ridgecrest Drive for the report 
of a vehicle fire. Firefighters found no fire, but determined that the vehicle’s 
radiator had overheated and blown the hose. Firefighters returned to quarters.  
 

 On 07/18/17 at 7:00 a.m., firefighters responded to Sixth Avenue for the report of 
a steam bath on fire. Firefighters found a storage building engulfed in flames.  
Firefighters extinguished the fire and gathered information from the property 
owner. The cause is under investigation. 
 
 

Budget/Financial  
 

 The department closed out final FY 2017 purchases and is now spending funds 
from our FY 2018 budget. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Grants  
 

 The Department received $7,500 in funding for portable radios through the 2017 
VFA grant.  Purchases under this grant will be coordinated with other grants. 
 

 The Grants Manager reported that a Homeland security reallocation request was 
approved to supply the fire department with three new mobile radios and 12 new 
portables.   

 

 The Department applied to the FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grant for 38 sets 
of firefighter turnouts.  The request totaled $102,000 with a match of only 5%.  
We are waiting for a response. 

 
Staffing/recruitment 

 The Department is recruiting for one firefighter/EMT position.   
 

 Volunteer Firefighters and EMT’s are needed.  An EMT 1 class is scheduled for 
November 2017. 

 
Vehicles & Equipment 
 

 The Medic 6 build is moving forward quickly.  Several pieces of equipment have 
been sent to the factory for inclusion in the build of the ambulance. Delivery is 
“booked” and expected in September of 2018.  Fundraising continues for 
equipment for this vehicle.  A total of $244,000 has been raised of the $255,000 
goal.   

 The department’s 1980 Ladder Truck is currently out of service due to a non-
working boom and defunct pump.   

 Engine three, our 1986 Grumman reserve pumper, is still out of service to repair 
a leaking tank, relief valve, tank to pump valve and pump packing.  This work is 
being performed by department staff.  Fire fighters completed descaling the tank 
with a sandblaster in preparation for epoxy coating. Epoxy coating is complete 
and department staff are now reassembling the vehicle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE STATUS 



Vehicle Type Year Status 

Medic 4 Ambulance 1999 (Backup ambulance)In service 

Medic 5 Ambulance 2003 (Frontline Ambulance) In service, broken headlight 
fixture.  Work order issued.  (Plan to remount to new chassis

in 2018)

Engine 4 Pumper 2013 (Frontline pumper) In service, Seat belt sensor 
repaired by V&E. 

Engine 3 Pumper 1986 (Back up pumper) Out of service, Tank and pump 
repair in progress.  Sandblasting done. Tank painting 
done.  (Poor overall condition  needs replacement) 

Truck 1 Ladder 
Truck 

1980 (Frontline ladder truck) Out of service, Pump and 
ladder need repair.  Decertified. No work order, 
equipment is obsolete.  (Scheduled for replacement in 2018.) 

Tanker 1 Tanker 
(1500 gallon)

1980 In service, runs poorly, needs tune up, Work order 
issued. (Undersized for Bethel, poor condition, needs replacement). 

Com 1 Pickup 2014 Certificate of origin found and being registered. 

Com 2 Pickup 2004 In service, plow and running board needs repair. 
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City of Bethel 
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TRANSPORTATION INSPECTOR REPORT: July 2017 

2017 July 

New Chauffeurs 0 

Chauffeur Renewals 4 

Chauffeur Transfers 1 

Vehicle Permit Renewals 0 

Vehicle Transfers 6 

Inspections 9 

Revocations 0 

Temporary Permits 0 

 Alaska-Taxi Cab had their semi-annual inspections this month, only issue was reminding

the owner about changing their dome lights to have them be all the same color.

 Camai Cab will have their scheduled semi-annual inspections in August.

 There were 4 complaints made in the month of July – one driving complaint on Quyana,

two on Kusko and one on Alaska-Taxi. Two of the complaints were driving related and

the two others were towards a certain cab. All were followed up by an Officer or myself

when applicable. Drivers were given verbal warnings for their driving.




