
PUBLIC NOTICE 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
Wednesday, May 3rd, 2017 –6:30 p.m. 

300 STATE HIGHWAY – CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
AGENDA 

City of Bethel Police Dept. 
PO Box 809 

Bethel, AK 99559 
Office| 543-3781    Fax| 543-5086 

 

 

Members 
 

Joan Dewey 

Chair 

 

Eileen Henrikson 
Vice Chair 

 

Norman Ayagalria 

Council Representative 

 

Naim Shabani 

 
Julene Webber  

 

Daniel Maczynski 

 

Mary Weiss     

               

Ex-Officio Members 

 

Andre Achee 

Chief of Police 

 

William Howell III 

Fire Chief 

 

Christina Him 

Recorder  

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. ROLL CALL   

III. PEOPLE TO BE HEARD 

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

V.     APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MEETING OF  

     April 5th, 2017  

 

VI. SPECIAL ITEM OF BUSINESS 

 

VII.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 A. Update on the Traffic Impact Analysis of the YKHC’s hospital expansion       

 project  (City Planner, Ted Meyer)  

 B. GEMT (Ground Emergency Medical Transportation) Program Resolution (Fire 

 Chief Howell)  

   

VIII.  NEW BUSINESS 

 A. Animal Control Officer Position (Council Representative Ayagalria)  

  

IX.      CHIEFS’ COMMENTS 

Fire Chief  

Police Chief 

    

X. TRANSPORTATION INSPECTOR’S REPORT 

XI. COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE’S COMMENTS 

XII.  COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENTS 

XIII.  ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________ 

Christina Him, Recorder 
POSTED on April 26th, 2017  
POST OFFICE, AC QUICKSTOP, CORINA’S CASE LOT, CITY HALL, & POLICE DEPT. 

Next Public Safety and Transportation Commission Meeting will be June 7th, 2017.  

“Deep Sea Port and Transportation Center of the Kuskokwim” 
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City of Bethel, Alaska  

Public Safety & Transportation Commission 

April 5, 2017 Regular Meeting Bethel, Alaska 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

A regular meeting of the Public Safety and Transportation Commission was held on April 5th, 

2017 in the Bethel City Hall Council Chambers. 

  

This meeting was called to order at 6:33 pm. 

 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

 

Present:  Joan Dewey Chair 

Eileen Henrikson Vice Chair 

Norman Ayagalria Council Representative 

Naim Shabani  

Mary Weiss 

 

Absent: 

Julene Webber 

Daniel Maczynski 

 

Ex-Officio Present:  

Andre Achee Chief of Police  

Bill Howell Fire Chief 

Christina Him Recorder and Transportation Inspector Designee 

  

 

III.  PEOPLE TO BE HEARD 

 

No one to be heard.  

 

 

 

IV.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOVED: Weiss Motion to approve the agenda. 

SECONDED: Henrikson 

VOTE ON MAIN 

MOTION 

All in favor. 
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V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOVED: Henrikson Motion to approve the minutes from the regular 

meeting of March 1st, 2017. SECONDED: Shabani 

VOTE ON MAIN 

MOTION 

All in favor. 

 

 

VI. SPECIAL ITEM OF BUSINESS:  

 

A. Commission Training (City Clerk, Lori Strickler)  

 

See training packet in Commission Packet.  

 

VII.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

A. Update on the Traffic Impact Analysis of the YKHC’s hospital expansion 

project (City Planner, Ted Meyer) 

 

City Planner Ted Meyer opted to not attend due to not having any new updates, as 

the YK Traffic Mitigation work group did not hold a meeting.  

 

B. GEMT (Ground Emergency Medical Transportation) Program Resolution 

(Fire Chief Howell) 

 

See document in Commission Packet.  

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS  

A. Public Safety Marking System for Boardwalk (Program Specialist Building & 

Maintenance/Parks & Rec, Matt Ross)  

 

Discussed ideas to create a marking system either via a color coding system or signs 

at entries of boardwalk to differentiate various locations on the boardwalk for public 

safety purposes. No action taken.  

 

B. Reinstatement of the Temporary Police Officer Program (Council 

Representative Ayagalria) 

 

Discussed, no action taken.   

 

IX. CHIEFS’ COMMENTS 

 

Chief Bill Howell- See report in commission packet. 

 

Chief Andre Achee – See report in commission packet.  

 

X. TRANSPORTATION INSPECTOR’S REPORT 
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See report in commission packet. 

 

 

XI. COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE’S COMMENTS 

 

Norman Ayagalria – Concerned about the reinstatement of the Temporary Police 

Officer Program and the ability to staff the police department. Has many issues with 

the police department not being fully staffed. A solution to alleviate this problem, at 

least for a short term, is reinstatement of the Temporary Police Officer Program to 

City Council, to get at least 2 police officers hired. Council Representative Ayagalria 

will continue this progression of gathering information to present it to Council in 

hopes it will pass.  

 

 

XII. COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 

 

Naim Shabani – Wanted to make note that for a brief period, the video cameras in cabs 

stopped working. Kusko Cab specifically, sent out all of their cameras back to Janus Cam in 

California for repair. This cost Kusko cab an additional $800. The reason the cameras began 

malfunctioning was due to the dust, and it will inevitably reoccur, however as of right now, 

all cameras are working properly.  

 

Eileen Henrikson – No comment.   

 

Mary Weiss – No comment.  

 

Joan Dewey – No comment. 

 

Norman Ayagalria – No comment.  

 

 

 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

MOVED: Shabani  Motion to adjourn. 

SECONDED: Henrikson 

VOTE ON MAIN 

MOTION 

All in favor. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:23 pm. 

 

 

APPROVED THIS _______  DAY OF_______________________, 2017.    

   

      

_________________________    ________________________ 

Christina Him, Recorder     Joan Dewey, Chair 
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Celebrating 50 Years of Service 
  

      
	
	 	 	  

DATE:  April 1, 2017 
            

TO:  Pete Williams, City Manager 
 
FROM: Daron Solesbee, Fire Captain 
 
SUBJECT: April 2017 Management Report  
 
 
Current Events 

 
 The Fire Chief served as the acting manager, March 16 through April 10. 

 The Fire Chief travelled to Braun Northwest in Chehalis, Washington for the pre-
build meeting to finalize the design for Medic-6. The new ambulance is should 
arrive in Bethel by the end of September.  

 The Department is working on our FY18 operating budget. Our proposed budget 
plan includes the concept of a new vehicle acquisition and one additional FTE to 
shore up our staffing following the recent increase in demand for Fire Department 
services. 

 The Emergency Medical Transport Services (HB 176) legislation, formerly known 
as Ground Emergency Medical Transport, has been referred to the State of 
Alaska House Finance Committee for review. This bill, if passed, will allow 
reimbursement for emergency medical transportation costs to the City of Bethel. 

 
 

Emergency Planning/Homeland Security 

 On 04/20/17, department Firefighters and EMTs participated in a Blackhawk 
crash scenario drill with the AKARNG Aviation Detachment, Alaska State 
Troopers, DOT/ARFF, and Bethel Airport personnel. The drill was a simulated 
hard landing with the Blackhawk’s engines and rotors still spinning. All crew 
members were incapacitated. Fire Department personnel provided Incident 
Command, crew rescue, and provided emergency medical treatment.  



 
 

 Portable radios purchased with funds obtained through a Homeland Security 
Grant and a Volunteer Fire Assistance grant are being programmed for the first 
time, with frequencies to communicate with the state’s wildland firefighters and 
firefighting aircraft. 
 

Training 

 On 04/04/17 at 7:00 p.m. an EMT Meeting was held at the fire station. 
Responders reviewed and practiced techniques for using the Kendrick Extrication 
Device for spinal stabilization and Kendrick Traction Device for stabilizing mid-
line femur fractures.  

 On 04/13/17 at 7:00 p.m. a Fire Meeting was held at the fire station. Responders 
performed quarterly skills verifications for donning and doffing turnout gear and 
SCBA. Also, responders practiced tying basic firefighting knots. 

 On 04/18/17 at 7:00 p.m. an EMT Meeting was held at the fire station. 
Responders reviewed and practiced techniques for bleeding control and shock 
management.  

 On 04/27/17 at 7:00 p.m. a Fire Meeting was held at the fire station. Responders 
reviewed and practiced tying basic firefighting knots and hoisted various tools 
and equipment.  

 Captain Solesbee started instruction of the State of Alaska Firefighter-I Course 
on April 1. So far, there are 12 recruits enrolled in the program. Recent topics 
instructed include Fire Service Orientation, Fire Fighter Safety, Fire Behavior, 
Ropes/Knots/Hoisting, Tools and Equipment, Response Procedures, Personal 
Protective Equipment (Turnouts, SCBA, etc.), and Forcible Entry. 

 A State of Alaska EMT-1 course is being scheduled for November 2017.  

 Two fire department members will be attending the Prince William Sound 
Regional Citizen’s Advisory Council’s Marine Firefighter Symposium in May 
2017. Last year, two volunteer Firefighter/EMTs attended this training. These 
members presented a class on techniques our members should apply during 
firefighting operations on marine vessels. 

 

Responses 

 The Bethel Fire Department responded to 212 EMS and 13 Fire incidents during 
the month of April.  
 

 Alcohol-related EMS calls for service represented 54.2% (115 incidents) of the 
total number of responses during the month of April. 



 
 
 On 04/04/17 at 10:20 a.m. medics responded to the report of a person not 

breathing. Medics performed CPR and the patient was transported to the 
hospital. 
 

 On 04/10/17 at 11:00 a.m. medics responded to the report of a person who was 
assaulted and raped. The patient was assessed and transported to the hospital. 
 

 On 04/12/17 at 2:15 p.m. medics responded to Trailer Court for a person in 
respiratory distress. The patient was assessed and transported to the hospital. 
 

 On 04/13/17 at 9:40 p.m. medics responded to the area of AC Main for the report 
of a person who had a stab wound. The patient was assessed and transported to 
the hospital. 
 

 On 04/15/17 at 12:30 p.m. medics responded to the airport for the report of a 
person experiencing chest pain. The patient was assessed and transported to 
the hospital. 
 

 On 04/18/17 At 3:30 a.m. medics responded to Quivik Subdivision for the report 
of a person who had overdosed on pills. The patient was assessed and 
transported to the hospital. 
 

 On 04/19/17 at 3:19 p.m. medics responded to the Pinky’s Park Boardwalk for 
the report of two intoxicated people who were unable to walk. Both patients were 
assessed and transported to the hospital. 
 

 On 4/19/17 at 11:00 p.m., firefighters responded to Atsaq Street for the report of 
grass fire with multiple juveniles reported in the area. Firefighters found the fire 
had been extinguished, prior to arrival. Firefighters returned to quarters. 
 

 On 04/27/17 at 9:30 a.m. medics responded to the YKHC Sobering Center for 
the report of a person experiencing an allergic reaction. The patient was 
assessed and transported to the hospital. 
 

 On 04/28/17 at 8:56 p.m. medics responded to Schwalbe Road for the report of a 
person with a broken jaw. The patient was assessed and transported to the 
hospital. 
 

 On 04/29/17 at 3:13 a.m. medics responded to Alex Hately Drive for the report of 
a person with facial injuries. The patient was assessed and transported to the 
hospital. 
 

 On 04/30/17 at 6:30 a.m. medics responded to AC Quickstop for the report of a 
person who experienced seizures from head trauma. The patient was assessed 
and transported to the hospital. 

 
 
 



 
 
Vehicles & Equipment 
 

 Braun Northwest started building Medic-6. The HEMI gasoline-powered Dodge 
Heavy Duty chassis is expected to perform well in rough Bethel road conditions. 

 Specifications and pricing are complete for a new ladder truck and tanker for the 
department.  Funding/financing options are being sought for one or both of these 
vehicles should our capital request to the State be unsuccessful. 

 Our newest ambulance Medic 5 would not start at least two times this month.  
Repairs of this vehicle have consumed much of our outside vehicle service 
budget during FY 17. 

 The Department’s 1980 Ladder Truck is currently out of service due to a non-
working boom and defunct pump.   

 Engine three, our 1986 Grumman reserve pumper, is still out of service to repair 
a leaking tank, relief valve, tank to pump valve and pump packing.  This work is 
being performed by department staff.  Fire fighters began descaling the tank with 
hand electric grinders.  A sandblaster was ordered to complete clean the water 
tank in preparation for epoxy coating. Failure to treat the water tank in this 
fashion would result in continued pitting and eventual failure.  
 

Budget/Financial  
 

 The department is working diligently on our FY 18 budget proposal. 

 An ambulance fee increase, including fees for mileage, was submitted to the 
Council and Manager for review.  The item was removed from the Council’s 
agenda. 

 
 Demands on personnel, career and volunteer have been significant this year with 

unprecedented call volume. The department is using off duty staff on standby 
and call back pay to cover open slots in the shifts and provide a minimum of two 
personnel on duty at all times.  Callback and FLSA overtime budgets are being 
drained because of this. 

 
 
 
Grants  
 

 The Department purchased 10 portable radios through the 2016 Homeland 
Security grant totaling $39,300.  Purchase documentation was sent to the Grants 
Manager. 
 

 Three portable radios were purchased under an $11,000 VFA grant. These were 
sent out to ProComm Alaska for programming. 
 



 
 The Department received $7,500 in funding for portable radios through the 2017 

VFA grant 
 

 The Department applied to the FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grant for 38 sets 
of firefighter turnouts.  The request totaled $102,000 with a match of only 5%. 

 
Staffing/recruitment 

 The Department is fully staffed, but needs an additional FTE position and 
volunteers to meet demand. 
 

 Volunteer Firefighters and EMT’s are needed.  If you or someone you know might 
be interested, please invite them to contact the Fire Chief or Fire Captain. 
Applications are available at the fire station or can be emailed to potential 
applicants. 
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City of Bethel  

PPoolliiccee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  

  
 

DATE:  May 2, 2017 

 

TO:  Peter Williams, City Manager 

 

FROM: Andre Achee, Chief of Police 

 

SUBJECT: April 2017 Monthly Report 

 
Personnel: 

 

I am pleased to announce that all our vacant Support Personnel position have been filled this 

month. 

 

We welcomed Brandon Oulton as a rehire Community Service Officer, Martin Oulton as a new 

Community Service Patrol Officer and Dimitri Hoover as a new Public Safety Dispatcher. 

 

Currently both Brandon and Martin have completed their field training in their respective 

positions and are working on their own with supervision. 

 

We anticipate filling at least one of our vacant Police Officer positions soon and extending at 

least two conditional offers of employment for Police Officer recruits this month. 

 

We are hopeful that the conditional offers will be successful, and two potential police recruits 

should be attending the July 2017 academy. 

 

Total Current Vacancies: 

    Lieutenant (1) 

    Police Officer (5) 

     

Training: 

 

CSO William Charles continues his training in Sitka, Alaska attending the Alaska Law 

Enforcement Training Academy (ALET 1701).  William will be graduating from the Academy on 

June 9th, 2017. 

 

This month Public Safety Dispatch Supervisor Natalie Hayes attended UCR/NBER Training in 

Anchorage.  This training instructed attendees on the new federal requirement for documentation 

of crime reporting.  The documentation on UCR/NBER allows participating agencies to meet 

federal requirements for a variety of Federal Grant Funding. 

 

Additionally, Public Safety Dispatcher Darline Kiunya attended APSIN/NCIC training in 

Anchorage.  This training completes her basic dispatcher training for the Bethel Police 

Department. 
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Of Interest: 

 

During this reporting period, new police mobile radios were installed in all police vehicles.  

These new mobile radios replaced older and non-serviceable models we were operating.  

Additionally, a mobile police/fire radio was installed in the Fire Rescue Boat.  

 

We are currently gearing up for several IT/Infrastructure projects. 

 

Last month we ordered a replacement for our voice and call logger/recorder system, we anticipate 

the equipment will be here by the end of the month and ready to go by the beginning of June 

2017. 

 

We are scheduling ProComm Alaska to conduct a site visit, to conduct some preventative 

maintenance on our Motorola Elite dispatch consoles, and troubleshoot some reception issues our 

patrol personnel are experiencing.  We are anticipating they will be here by the end of May or 

early June. 

 

A request was made regarding call for service statistic for the Pinky’s Park area.  I have attached 

statistics regarding call volumes in this area from February 1, 2017 to April 27, 2017. 

 

Of the 55 calls for service that the police department dispatched, 46 calls for service involved 

intoxicated pedestrians. In addition, a majority of these calls occurred this month, April, which 

we attributed to the warm weather.  Please refer to the attached charts. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments:  Monthly Statistics March 2017 

  Pinky’s Park Stats 
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BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT 

March 2017 Calls for Service 

***The following numbers represent calls for service only (CFS) and do not necessarily indicate a crime was in fact 

committed. Some CFS result in the offense being unfounded, or the subjects are gone prior to officer arrival 
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Property
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Property Crime
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Stolen Property
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Vehicle Theft

Assault  28 

Domestic Violence  38 

Family Offenses  1 

Harassment  6 
Phone 
Harassment  6 

Missing Person  6 

Robbery  1 

Sexual Assault  1 

Total  87 

Burglary  3 

Shoplifting  5 

Damaged Property  1 

Fraud  5 
Property Crime 
Other  1 

Stolen Property  12 

Stolen Snowmachine  1 

Theft  7 

Trespassing  9 

Vehicle Theft  5 

Total  49 
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BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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Intoxicated Pedestrian

Probation Violation

Subject Removal
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Suspicious Person

Violate Protective
Order
Warrant

Attempted Suicide  16 

Completed Suicide  0 

Total  16 

911 Hang up  85 

Alarms  7 

Conditions of Release Viol  5 

Controlled Substance  1 

Disturbance  59 

Drug Information  3 

Furnish Alcohol to Minor  1 

Intoxicated Pedestrian  434 

Probation Violation  7 

Subject Removal  100 

Suspicious Incident  11 

Suspicious Person  11 

Violate Protective Order  3 

Warrant  7 

Total  734 
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BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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Juvenile Offenses  3 

MCA  7 

Runaway Juvenile  4 

Total  14 

Abandoned Vehicle  3

Cab Complaint  11

Driving Complaint  4

DUI  27

Hit and Run   4

Suspicious Vehicle  5

Traffic Accident  7

Traffic Control  3

Traffic Hazard  2

Traffic Stop  27

AST Traffic Stop  2

Total  95

Citizen Assist  45

Civil Problem  36
Community 
Service  1

Found Property  2

Overdue Person  1
Protective 
Custody  29

Provide Transport  3

Search and Rescue  2

Security Check  5

Welfare Check  42

Total  166
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BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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People Crimes  87 

Property Crimes  49 

Death/Suicide  16 

Other Offenses  734 

Juvenile Calls  14 

Traffic  95 

Public Assistance  166 

Agency Calls  178 

Fire Department  82 

Animal Calls  68 

Total  1489 
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BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Reports Generated 
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BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Arrest Report 

***The following reflects the number of arrests by the Bethel Police Department.  

***Many times a Call for Service will initially come in as one call type, but further investigation reveals a different 

crime.  

***Juveniles referred to BYF and otherwise released to their parent or guardian are not classified as an arrest. 

Classification  Number of Arrests 

Assault  7

Controlled Substance  1

Damaged Property  1

DUI  8

Obstruct Justice  1

Obstruct Police  1

Reckless Driving  1

Theft  1

Traffic (Criminal Violation)  1

Trespassing  3

Weapons Offense  1

Violate Protective Order  1

Violate Conditions   1
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BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Citation Report 

 

Classification  Description  Number of Citations 

Traffic Violation  Fail to Register Vehicle  1

Traffic Violation  Driving While License Suspended/Revoked  1

Traffic Violation  Driving Without a License  2

Traffic Violation  Fail to Stop at a Stop Sign  2

Criminal Violation  Criminal Trespass  1
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BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT 

February 2017 PC Statistics 
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CSP  150

Officer  79

Total PCs  229

CSP  Officer 

Male  99 50

Female  51 29

CSP  Officer 

Resident  66 49 

Non‐Resident  84 30 
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Alcohol Involved Non‐Alcohol

CSP  Officer 

YKCC  24  5 
Sobering 
Center  126  54 

Private Res.  0  2 

ATCFS  0  17 

YKHC (ER)  0  1 

Alcohol Involved  471

Non‐Alcohol  1018

Total Calls  1489
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Reportable Calls

Alcohol Involved Non‐Alcohol

96%

4%

Arrests

Alcohol Involved Non‐Alcohol

Alcohol Involved  22

Non‐Alcohol  25

Total Reports  47

Alcohol Involved  27

Non‐Alcohol  1

Total Arrests  28



 

 

BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT 

BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT | Pinkys Park 

Pinkys Park and Boardwalk February 2017 – April 27, 2017 

 

 

 

Call Type Number of Calls 

Animal Control 1 

Assault 1 

EMS Call 5 

Intoxicated Pedestrian 46 

Sexual Assault 1 

Suspicious Incident 1 

Total Calls 55 

 

 

February 1, 2017 - April 27, 2017 
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Pinkys Boardwalk 21 

Pinkys Park 34 

Total Calls 55 



 

 

BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT 

BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT | Pinkys Park 

Pinkys Park  Number of Calls 

Intoxicated Pedestrian 29 

EMS Call 4 

Assault 1 

Total Pinkys Park 34 

 

 

Pinkys Boardwalk Calls 

Intoxicated Pedestrian 17 

Suspicious Incident 1 

Sexual Assault 1 

EMS Call 1 

Animal Control 1 

Total Boardwalk 21 
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BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT 

BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT | Pinkys Park 

  Pinkys Park Boardwalk Specific Totals 

February 1 5 6 

March 3 0 3 

April 30 16 46 

  34 21 55 

 

 

Call Type Pinkys Park Boardwalk Totals 

Intoxicated Pedestrian 1 3 4 

Animal Control 0 1 1 

EMS Call 0 1 1 

Total Calls 1 5 6 
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BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENT | Pinkys Park 

Call Type Pinkys Park Boardwalk Totals 

Intoxicated Pedestrian 3 0 3 

Total Calls 3 0 3 

 

 

Call Type Pinkys Park Boardwalk Totals 

Assault 1 0 1 

EMS Call 4 0 4 

Intoxicated Pedestrian 25 14 39 

Suspicious Incident 0 1 1 

Sexual Assault 0 1 1 

Total Calls 30 16 46 
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       Bethel Police Department | P.O. Box 809 | 157 Salmonberry Rd. | Bethel, Alaska 99559 

                 Telephone 907-543-3781 | Fax 907-543-5086 | www.cityofbethel.org 

 

City of Bethel 

PPoolliiccee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt 
 

    
TRANSPORTATION INSPECTOR REPORT: April 2017 

 

2017 April 

New Chauffeurs 1 

Chauffeur Renewals 0 

Chauffeur Transfers 1 
Vehicle Permit 

Renewals 1 

Vehicle Transfers 2 

Inspections 18 

Revocations 0 

Temporary Permits 0 

 

 

 Kusko Cab had their semi-annual inspections this month, no major issues noted  

 There were 6complaints made this month, most were driving complaints and all were 

followed up by either an Officer or myself. One complaint resulted in a citation.  

 Min Suk Huh (Quyana Cab #19) was issued a citation for violation of BMC 5.30.100 F- 

Improper/Insufficient Storage of Video Camera Recording.  

 Quyana Cab will have their semi-annual inspections later on this month (May). 

 

   


