
PUBLIC NOTICE 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
THURSDAY, January 02, 2020 –6:30 p.m. 

300 STATE HIGHWAY – CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
AGENDA 

City of Bethel Police Dept. 
PO Box 809 

Bethel, AK 99559 
Office| 543-3781    Fax| 543-5086 

Members 
Madelene Reichard  

Chair 

 

Mark Springer 

Council Representative 

 

Azara Mohammadi 

 

Dolena Fox 

 

Ex-Officio Members 

 

Amy Davis 

Acting Police Chief 

 

Daron Solesbee 

Acting Fire Chief 

 

Jesslyn McGowan 

Recorder 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. ROLL CALL   

III. PEOPLE TO BE HEARD 

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

V.     APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MEETING OF  

     November 06 & December 04 

 

VI.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 A. Update on Transportation Planning (City Manager) 

  

VII.  NEW BUSINESS 

 A.  Commissions Acceptance of Resignation and Declaring Seat Vacant per BMC 

       Code 2.52.070 

 B.  Election of Vice Chair for Commission 

 C. Review and Modify if Needed Recommendation to Council –Real ID Act  

 (Azara Mohammadi) 

 D. Review and Modify if Needed Recommendation to Council –US Census Grant 

 (Azara Mohammadi) 

 

VIII.      CHIEFS’ COMMENTS 

Fire Chief  

Chief of Police 

 

IX. TRANSPORTATION INSPECTOR’S REPORT 

X. COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE’S COMMENTS 

XI.  COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENTS 

XII.  ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________ 

Jesslyn McGowan, Recorder 
POSTED on December 24, 2019 
POST OFFICE, AC QUICKSTOP, CORINA’S CASE LOT, CITY HALL, & POLICE DEPT. 

Next Public Safety and Transportation Commission Meeting will be February 05, 2020 

“Deep Sea Port and Transportation Center of the Kuskokwim” 
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  November 06, 2019 

City of Bethel, Alaska  

Public Safety & Transportation Commission 
November 06, 2019 Regular Meeting Bethel, Alaska 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

A regular meeting of the Public Safety and Transportation Commission was held on November 

06, 2019 in the Bethel City Hall Council Chambers. 

  

This meeting was called to order at 6:55 pm. 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

 

Present:  Richard Garcia Chair 

   Mark Springer Council Representative 

Azara Mohammadi 

   Madelene Reichard 

    

Absent:  Amy Davis Acting Chief of Police 

   Daron Solesbee Acting Fire Chief 

 

Ex-Officio Present: Jesslyn McGowan Recorder 

  

 

 

III.  PEOPLE TO BE HEARD 

No one to be heard. 

 

 

IV.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOVED: Mohammadi Motion to approve the agenda. 

SECONDED: Springer 

VOTE ON MAIN 

MOTION 

All in favor. 

 

 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOVED: Mohammadi Motion to approve the minutes from the regular 

meetings from July 2019-October 2019. SECONDED: Springer 

VOTE ON MAIN 

MOTION 

All in favor.  
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VI.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Update on Transportation Planning 

Acting City Manager not present. 

 

MOVED: Springer Motion to table till next meeting. 

SECONDED: Reichard 

VOTE ON MAIN 

MOTION 

All in favor. 

 

 

B. Update on Tracking Cellphone calls to 911 

Jesslyn McGowan gave an update on behalf of Acting Chief Amy Davis for tracking 

cellphone calls to 911. She informed everyone Phase II is complete and police 

department is now able to trace cellphone locations when they call 911. 

 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS  

A. Electing New Vice Chair 

Azara Mohammadi nominated Madelene Reichard. 

 

MOVED: Springer Motion to close nominations. 

SECONDED: Mohammadi 

VOTE ON MAIN 

MOTION 

All in favor.  

   

 Madelene Reichard is now Vice Chair. 

 

VIII. CHIEF’s COMMENTS  

 

Acting Chief Davis – See Report in Commission Packet 

 

Acting Fire Solsebee – See Report in Commission Packet 

 

 

IX. TRANSPORTATION INSPECTOR’S REPORT 

See Report in Commission Packet 

 

 

X. COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE’s COMMENTS 

Council Member Mark Springer apologized for being late. He spoke about his 

previous history on being on this commission and looking forward to hopefully the 

commission members having a say in the hiring for the Police Chief. He also hopes 

the commission and other commissions will take a more active role in the department 

budget proposals and recommendations to the council as budget season comes up. 
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XI. COMMISSION MEMBER’s COMMENTS  

Azara Mohammadi- No comment 

Madelene Reichard- No comment 

Richard Garcia –Spoke about how December will be his last meeting before he 

resigns as he accepted a new position in Aniak. 

 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 

MOVED: Springer Motion to adjourn. 

SECONDED: Mohammadi 

VOTE ON MAIN 

MOTION 

All in favor. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:09 pm. 

 

 

 

APPROVED THIS _______  DAY OF_______________________, 2019.    

   

 

 

_________________________    ________________________ 

Jesslyn McGowan, Recorder     Richard Garcia, Chair 
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  December 04, 2019 

City of Bethel, Alaska  

Public Safety & Transportation Commission 
December 04, 2019 Regular Meeting Bethel, Alaska 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

A regular meeting of the Public Safety and Transportation Commission was held on December 

04, 2019 in the Bethel City Hall Council Chambers. 

  

This meeting was called to order at 6:46pm. 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

 

Present:  Madelene Reichard 

    

 

Absent:  Richard Garcia Chair 

   Mark Springer Council Representative  

   Azara Mohammadi 

   Daron Solesbee Acting Fire Chief 

   Amy Davis Acting Police Chief 

 

 

Ex-Officio Present: Jesslyn McGowan Recorder 

     

 

A quorum was not established of the Commission. 

 

III. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:46 pm. 

 

 

APPROVED THIS _______  DAY OF_______________________, 2019.    

    

 

    

_________________________    ________________________ 

Jesslyn McGowan, Recorder     Richard Garcia, Chair 



Received by: _____________________ 
        Date: _____________________  

 

 

 

 

Committee/Commission: Public Safety & 
Transportation Commission 

Chairman: Madelene Reichard 

Date Submitted:  Council Rep: Mark Springer 
    

Issue:  

In the event of a crisis, if residence of surrounding communities do not have access to DMV services, after the 

implementation of the REAL ID Act on October 01, 2020, the inhibited or delayed travel (especially for medical 

purposes) may pose a strain on Bethel’s resources. 

 

 

Recommendation: To accept, by Resolution,  

The Public Safety and Transportation Commission recommends that the council hosts a donation drive for the 

Alaska Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) On the Go program travel funding to Alaska communities that do 

not have access to DMV services, in light of the implementation of the REAL ID Act on October 01, 2020. The  

State of Alaska DMV is asking for $60,000 in donations to travel to rural Alaska, as this program’s travel funding 

was eliminated last year. 

 

 

 

 

Other: Passed unanimously by the PSTC Commission on  

  

CCiittyy  ooff  BBeetthheell  
CCoommmmiitttteeeess  aanndd  CCoommmmiissssiioonnss  

 

RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonn  ttoo  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  
Committees and Commissions that wish to make a recommendation to City Council should turn this 

form in to the City Clerk or to the City Council representative on the committee or commission. 



Alaska House of Representatives 
120 4th St., Juneau, AK  99801 

December 5, 2019 

Kelly Tshibaka, Commissioner 
Dept. of Administration 
PO Box 110200 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Commissioner Tshibaka: 

We write to express our concerns with the obstacles many rural Alaskans are facing on 
their path to attain a REAL ID. Our individual offices and, to our knowledge, several 
Alaska Native nonprofit consortiums, have been reaching out to U.S. Homeland 
Security, Transportation Security Administration’s (TSA) and also our state’s Dept. of 
Administration (DOA) and Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) for solutions. Unfortunately, 
problems have been slow to resolve. With so many Alaskans living off the road system, 
we are concerned that further delay in overcoming these hurdles could place our 
constituents at risk should they be unable to access health, business, and education 
services once the REAL ID requirement goes into effect October 1, 2020.  

The following unresolved obstacles have been faced by our constituents in their efforts 
to apply for a REAL ID in Alaska.  

• No reasonable access to existing state DMV facilities:  Because a photo is
required, applications for REAL IDs must be done in person at a DMV.  Over 80%
of Alaska municipalities, including Alaska Native communities, are not connected
to the road system and air travel cost is prohibitively high to access the nearest
DMV.

• Implementation costs shifted to rural communities:  It has been suggested by
DOA/DMV (letter dated 6/14/19) that a community, native corporation or other
business could cover the travel costs for DMV staff to provide REAL ID services
to a community. We reached out to DOA (September and October 2019) to find
out what those total costs would be (i.e. airfare, lodging, per diem?) but have



Alaska House of Representatives 
120 4th St., Juneau, AK  99801 

 
 
not received a reply to date. Considering it is the state’s responsibility for 
implementation of the REAL ID requirements for state issued drivers licenses and 
ID cards, we find this cost shifting concerning. 

 
• Additional costs for documentation:   Many Alaska Natives, especially elders, are 

missing required documentation needed to apply for a REAL ID.  In addition to 
the $20-40 REAL ID application fee, many will incur further costs for 
documentation such as a marriage, name change, birth, or delayed birth 
certificate ($30-60 each), and census bureau information to validate residency 
($65). For elders who went through traditional adoptions prior to or just after 
statehood and were never issued adoption certification, they would need to file a 
petition for name change with the superior court ($200+ if not waived).  It is 
realistic to predict that it could cost some rural residents more than $150 to 
obtain their REAL ID. These additional costs will prove burdensome to many of 
our constituents on fixed incomes in low employment areas.  
 

• DMV not accepting certificates: It has come to our attention that state DMVs in 
at least two locations have denied the use of a Delayed Birth Certificate for proof 
of identity when the certificate was approved by the Division of Vital Statistics 
with only 1 – 2 forms of documentation evidence.  We have verified that the 
Division of Vital Statistics may make exceptions to the number of evidence 
documents required for delayed filing by Alaska Natives, per statute 
18.50.180(e).  Constituents in these situations had to go to court to resolve the 
matter, incurring additional costs and time delays.  

 
• Tribal-Issued Photo IDs – unclear if they are acceptable: TSA’s website notes 

that a “Federally recognized, tribal-issued photo ID” is an acceptable form of 
identification for travel. The website also states that after October 1, 2020, “if 
you plan to use your state-issued ID or license to fly within the U.S. make sure it 
is REAL ID compliant.”  Since many Federally recognized tribes in Alaska issue 
their own tribal IDs, not the state, it is assumed that a tribal-issued ID with a 
photo should still be accepted by TSA after October 1, 2020. Unfortunately, 
several nonprofit consortiums have been unable to confirm this with either U.S. 
Homeland Security, TSA, or our state’s DOA/DMV. Despite lacking this 
confirmation, some of these consortiums are moving forward, working with tribal 
and community councils to upgrade their tribal ID computer software so that it is 
REAL ID compatible.  

 
Additional issues are shared in the attached Alaska Federation of Native’s Resolution 19-
63 passed unanimously this last October.  
 
 
 
 



Alaska House of Representatives 
120 4th St., Juneau, AK  99801 

The state’s DMV is responsible for implementing the federal REAL ID requirements for 
state-issued drivers licenses and ID cards. Without assistance from the DMV, many 
rural Alaskans will be unable to obtain a REAL ID compliant state-issued license or ID 
card without undue burden. We respectfully request the Department address these 
obstacles in a timely and fair manner to reduce the risk our constituents may 
experience accessing health, business and education services should they be unable to 
acquire a REAL ID by the deadline or are unable to use their Tribal-issued Photo ID to 
travel.  Secondly, please provide a list of funding spent to date on complying with and 
implementing REAL ID in Alaska. 

Thank you for consideration and timely response to our request. 

Sincerely, 

Rep. Neal Foster Rep. Bryce Edgmon 
District 39  District 37 

Rep. Sara Hannan Rep. Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins 
District 33  District 36 

Rep. John Lincoln Rep. Dan Ortiz 
District 40  District 35  

Rep. Louise Stutes Rep. Tiffany Zulkosky 
District 32  District 38 

CC:  
U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski 
U.S. Senator Dan Sullivan 
U.S. Congressman Don Young 

Attachments: 
Alaska Federation of Native’s Resolution 19-63 
DOA letter 6/14/19 





Received by: _____________________ 
        Date: _____________________  

 

 

 

 

Committee/Commission: Public Safety & 
Transportation Commission 

Chairman: Madelene Reichard 

Date Submitted:  Council Rep: Mark Springer 
    

Issue:  

Participation in the U.S. Census  

 

 

 

 

Recommendation: To accept, by Resolution,  

The Public Safety and Transportation Commission recommends that the council to participate in the Alaska  

Counts education campaign by applying for the $250 mini-grant, and using the funds to host an outreach event 

in Bethel to ensure (1) residents understand how to complete the census, (2) that the census is confidential, 

and (3) how critical the census is to ensuring that Bethel receives its full share of funding for public services, 

such as transportation and public safety funding. 

 

 

 

 

Other: Passed unanimously by the PSTC Commission on 

  

CCiittyy  ooff  BBeetthheell  
CCoommmmiitttteeeess  aanndd  CCoommmmiissssiioonnss  

 

RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonn  ttoo  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  
Committees and Commissions that wish to make a recommendation to City Council should turn this 

form in to the City Clerk or to the City Council representative on the committee or commission. 





       Bethel Police Department | P.O. Box 809 | 157 Salmonberry Rd. | Bethel, Alaska 99559 

                 Telephone 907-543-3781 | Fax 907-543-5086 | www.cityofbethel.org 

 

City of Bethel 

PPoolliiccee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt 
 
    

TRANSPORTATION INSPECTOR REPORT: December 2019 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 There was no semi-annual inspection this month. 

 Alaska Taxi will have their semi-annual inspections next month.  

 There were five complaints made in the month of December. Four of them were 

driving complaints and one was regarding a driver. All were followed up by an 

officer or I when available. 

2019 December 

New Chauffeurs 0 

Chauffeur Renewals 7 

Chauffeur Transfers 0 

Vehicle Permit Renewals 0 

Vehicle Transfers 3 

Inspections 3 

Revocations 0 

Temporary Permits 0 
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