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CITY OF BETHEL, ALASKA
Ordinance #20-11

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BETHEL CITY COUNCIL EXTENDING THE DECLARATION OF
EMERGENCY ISSUED IN ORDINANCE 20-09 AND ORDINANCE 20-08

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the State of Alaska declared a public health emergency in
response to an anticipated outbreak of COVID-19 in Alaska;

WHEREAS, on March 24, 2020 Bethel City Council adopted Ordinance 20-08; authorizing the City
Manager an City Council to modify or suspend sections of the Bethel Municipal Code
regarding public meetings and participation, procurement, contracts, leases and
personnel rules in order to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the City during a
State-declared public health emergency;

WHEREAS, on March 25, 2020 the Bethel City Council adopted Ordinance 20-09, finding the
existence of a public health emergency related to the COVID-19 outbreak,
incorporating by reference the declaration of local disaster emergency issued by the
Acting City Manager and Mayor on March 24, 2020; seeking state and federal funding
assistance; and issuing certain health advisories, and requests consistent with state
and federal law;

WHEREAS, the potential extent and effect of COVID-19 cannot yet be known, it remains vital for
the City of Bethel to be prepared and take all needed precautions until there is no
longer a threat;

Now THEREFORE BE 1T ORDAINED by the City Council of Bethel, Alaska, as follows:

Section 1. Finding of Emergency. The Bethel City Council finds that an emergency exists in the

City of Bethel due to the outbreak of COVID-19, which has been declared a global pandemic and a
state and national public health emergency.

Section 2. All provisions of Ordinance #20-08 remain in effect.

Section 3. Section 4 of Ordinance #20-09 is repealed; all other provisions of Ordinance #20-09
remain in effect.

Section 4. The City of Bethel will follow all current State of Alaska health mandates as may be
updated and will not establish mandates or guidelines beyond the scope of the State’s health
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mandates unless explicitly approved by the City Council.

Section 5. The City Manager shall not rely upon, and is explicitly prohibited from relying on,
either Ordinance #20-08 or #20-09 to suspend or modify the provisions of BMC 5.20.050

governing the payment of rates for taxicabs.

Section 6. For the duration of the statewide and local pandemic emergency, the City Manager
shall report to the City Council, at each regular meeting, all actions taken and expenditures
made in response to COVID-19.

SECTION 7. Classification. This ordinance is not permanent in nature and is a non-codified
ordinance that shall not become part of the Bethel Municipal Code.

Section 8. Effective and Expiration Date: This ordinance is effective immediately upon
adoption by the City Council and shall remain in effect for a period of sixty (60) days.

ENACTED THIS 26TH DAY OF MAY 2020 BY A VOTE OF 7 IN FAVOR AND 0 OPPOSED.
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erry Barr, Mayor
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