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CITY OF BETHEL, ALASKA 
 

Ordinance #11-11 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BETHEL MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 
2.04.100 COUNCIL VACANCIES PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS FOR 
UNEXCUSED ABSENSES AT COUNCIL MEETINGS AND LIMITING THE  

NUMBER OF MEETINGS A COUNCIL MEMBER CAN MISS  
TO 25% IN A 12 MONTH PERIOD 

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Bethel, Alaska, that: 
 
SECTION 1.  Classification.  This ordinance is of permanent nature and shall be 
codified within the Bethel Municipal Code. 
 
SECTION 2.  Amendment.  Sections 2.04.100 of the Bethel Municipal Code Council 
vacancies, is amended as follows (new language is underlined and old language is 
stricken out). 

Chapter 2.04.100 Council vacancies 

A. The city council shall declare a council seat vacant when the person elected: 

1. Fails to qualify or take office within thirty (30) days after election or 
appointment; 

2. Is physically absent from the city for ninety (90) consecutive days unless 
excused by the council; 

3. Resigns and the resignation is accepted; 

4. Is physically or mentally unable to perform the duties of office as determined 
by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the council; 

5. Is convicted of a felony or of an offense involving a violation of the oath of 
office; 

6. Is convicted of a felony or misdemeanor described in AS 15.56 and two-thirds 
(2/3) of the members of the council concur in expelling the person elected; 

7. Is convicted of a violation of AS 15.13; 
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8. No longer physically resides in the city and the council by a two-thirds (2/3) 
vote declares the seat vacant; this subsection does not apply to a member of 
the council who forfeits office under AS 29.20.140(a); or 

9. Misses three (3) regular meetings in a calendar year and is not excused. 

 A. Unexcused absences shall be defined as:    
 

1. Absence from a meeting without first contacting the Mayor, City 

Manager, and/or City Clerk.  

2. A majority vote of the city council determining the absence is not 

excused, even if notice was provided as outlined in (9) (A) (1) of 

this section.   

 

10. Fails to attend 75 percent of meetings in a 12-month period. 

 
 
SECTION 3.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective October 11, 2011. 
 
ENACTED THIS _DAY OF _ 2011, BY A VOTE OF _ IN FAVOR AND _ OPPOSED.  
 
 
 
ATTEST:  
 
       __________________________ 
       Eric Middlebrook, Mayor 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Lori Strickler, City Clerk 


