

City of Bethel, Alaska
Finance Committee Minutes
	November 25, 2013
	Regular Meeting
	Bethel, Alaska



CALL TO ORDER

A regular meeting of the Finance Committee was held on November 25, at 6:30 p.m. at the City Council Chambers.

Chair Carol Ann Willard called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.

ROLL CALL

Comprising a quorum of the Committee, the following were present:

	Willard			Shear			
Albertson		Trantham
			

Excused absence(s):  Davis	

Unexcused absence(s): none

Also in attendance were the following:
	
	Tonya Hendrix, Assistant Finance Director
	Carole Jung, Recorder

MOTION  to move People to be Heard to the top of the agenda as a courtesy to our visitor.
	MOVED BY:
	Albertson
	Motion to allow People to be Heard to be bumped to the top of the agenda.

	SECONDED BY:
	Shear
	

	

	VOTE ON MOTION
	Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.




PEOPLE TO BE HEARD 
A. Lorin Bradbury - Representing the Bethel Conference of Churches. Up until 1999 churches were exempt from sales tax. At that time the law was passed to tax all non-profits. Certain businesses were found to be exempt, like YKHC. Would like the City to consider exempting all religious organizations in Bethel.  
He also states that he owns rentals and collects taxes from his tenants would like to see the City go after rental owners whose rentals are a bit under the table and enforce the collection of those taxes.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
The Election of the Chair


MOTION to elect Carol Ann Willard to chair
	MOVED BY:
	Shear
	To close nomination and vote for Carol Ann Willard as Chair

	SECONDED BY:
	Albertson
	

	

	VOTE ON MOTION
	Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.



APPROVAL OF AGENDA to switch People to be Heard first and then Special Order of Business
	MOVED BY:
	Shear
	Approval of November 25, 2013 Agenda and move People to be Heard to the top of the Agenda.

	SECONDED BY:
	Albertson
	

	

	VOTE ON MOTION
	Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.



APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
	MOVED BY:
	Trantham
	Approval of October 28, 2013 Minutes

	SECONDED BY:
	Shear
	

	

	VOTE ON MOTION
	Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.



NEW BUSINESS

Item A- Discussion of Increasing Membership
The City Council Representative spoke about ways to increase membership. He talked about recruiting people who have previously been on this committee and to look for young, ambitious people in the community who might be interested. Talked about having two alternates so that we can have a quorum more often. 

A member talked about encouraging more members of the community to step up and join committees and to let them know that we value their volunteerism. Everyone came up with a few names of people who would be interested. 

MOTION  to ask the City Clerk to advertise openings in our Committee
	MOVED BY:
	Albertson
	To ask the clerk if she can put an ad in the newspaper and perhaps on the radio

	SECONDED BY:
	Trantham
	

	

	VOTE ON MOTION
	Motion carried by unanimous vote.



MOTION to table Feasibility of Sales Tax Exemption ID Cards discussion until next meeting due to the Finance Director not being able to call in for the meeting
	MOVED BY:
	Albertson
	To leave this item on the agenda for the next meeting

	SECONDED BY:
	Shear
	

	

	VOTE ON MOTION
	Motion carried by unanimous voice vote



	 
MOTION to table Potential revision of BMC 4.16.095 Posting of Signs
	MOVED BY:
	Albertson
	To leave this item on the agenda until next meeting.

	SECONDED BY:
	Shear
	

	

	VOTE ON MOTION
	Motion carried by unanimous voice vote





COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS – Water sewer rate reports is on the agenda for tomorrow night’s meeting. It recommends some fairly large changes with the water rates. The rates definitely have to go up and the City is not breaking even. It talks about institutional corridor. He got the annual budget and he is happy to have it on hand for reference when people ask him about it. He talked about recruitment and says that a strong finance director, which will help out a lot in the finance committee. He expressed concern that with Bobby leaving and a new director taking over that there will be a period of unanswered questions. He thanks the committee.

MEMBER COMMENTS

Member Trantham- Wanted to know how to get people to ask for a numbered receipt when it comes to sales tax. How do you encourage people to request a receipt? He states that we shouldn’t have to request one but we do. 

Chair Willard- The one thing that the council member rep. had mentioned with the budget, it was always nice to see a copy of the current financial report just to glance at the numbers in general and seeing if anyone had any questions. Also is glad to see the delinquent account list. Some might be operating without a current license and there used to be a way to differentiate whether they were past due or just didn’t file for a new business license. She liked the discussion of strategies to increase membership and what we can do. There is an application to be on the committee. The City Clerk provides the application to the interested person and then it would be brought to the city council and he would do an oath of office. The person wouldn’t be able to vote until they have been sworn in. 

Member Shear – No important comments. She is happy to hear that they have hired a finance director and happy that it’s someone who is local. 

ADJOURNMENT 
	MOVED BY:
	Shear
	To adjourn the meeting until the last Monday in December.

	SECONDED BY:
	Trantham
	

	

	VOTE ON MOTION
	Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.




APPROVED THIS ___ DAY OF _____________, 2013.


							

________________________ 					________________________
Carole Jung, Recorder 						Carol Ann Willard, Chair
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