
 1 

City of Bethel 
City Council Meeting 
June 23, 2020 
 
City Manager’s Report – Talking Points 
 
I have four items to report to the Council.  They include: 
 

1. COVID Response to Transit Travelers 
2. June 18 CARES Act Public Forum 
3. July 4 Driving Parade 
4. Budget Book 

 
 
COVID Response to Transit Citizens  

• On June 15, YKHC announced 4 back to back COVID positive cases in one 
week 

• All of them were from travelers 
• Since April, the EOC had a plan to provide non-congregate shelter for the 

Transit Traveler.  At that time it was to support YKHC’s non-congregate 
shelter program for their patients – what to do if they weren’t patients? 

• Now we have CARES Act funds, we can promote this aggressively.  Here’s 
how it works: 

• A Transit Traveler would be someone coming from Anchorage to a village 
that has to layover in Bethel to wait for their connecting flight, or a traveler 
whose village has denied them entrance due to quarantine/testing 
mandates of that village 

• As the airport doesn’t have hotels nearby, the Transit Traveler has to leave 
the airport, enter our City and possibly co-mingle with Bethel residents 

• Our plan involves using Public Safety Officers to transport the Transit 
Traveler from the Airport to a non-congregate shelter and back to the 
airport at a later date to connect to their flight 

• Traveler is to be tested at the airport, and self-quarantine at the hotel until 
their departing flight 

• It is like setting up a Transit Zone where travelers don’t mix with locals 
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June 18 CARES Act Public Forum  

• On Thursday, June 18, 2020 we had a Public Forum at the ONC Multi-
purpose building  

• About 25 people participated physically and about 5 teleconference 
• We’re compiling the brainstorming list of ideas into an evaluation matrix 
• Plan is to submit a budget and spending plan for Council to approve in July 

and then forward that onto the State for review/ approval/ 
acknowledgement 
 

 
July 4 Driving Parade 

• July 4th is next Saturday.  Please contact Charlie Dan in Public Works to sign 
up for a parade entry 

• The route is designed to encourage social distancing and staying at home.   
• This means the Parade will come to you.   
• The route is over 25 miles so to fit it around a 2 hour block 
• This is similar to how the teachers did their parade for the elementary 

school students on May 8, 2020 
• They went from Tundra Ridge all the way to Blueberry Subdivision under 2 

hours. 
 
Budget Book 

• Budget book for upcoming Fiscal Year, which starts on July 1, is finished 
• We’ve sent it to a printer to get hard copies 
• In the meantime, the e-book version is on the City’s website under the 

Government Drop Down, Departments and Divisions, Finance page, then 
click the Administration and Budget Division link.    

• There’s also a list of previous budgets going back 2015 for comparison 
 
[This ends my report, back to you Mr. Mayor] 


