
 
    
 
 
    
 

 

City Council Meeting Agenda AMENDED  
Regularly Scheduled Meeting 
February 9, 2016 – 6:30 pm 
City Hall 300 State Highway, Bethel, AK 
City of Bethel Council Chambers 

 
 
Rick Robb 
Mayor 
Term Expires 2017 
543-1879 
rrobb@cityofbethel.net 
 
 
Byron Maczynski 
Vice-Mayor 
Term Expires 2016 
545-0970 
bmaczynski@cityofbethel.net  
 
 
Leif Albertson 
Council Member 
Term Expires 2017 
543-2819 
lalbertson@cityofbethel.net  
 
 
Chuck Herman 
Council Member  
Term Expires 2016 
545-5394 
cherman@cityofbethel.net  
 
 
Zach Fansler 
Council Member  
Term Expires 2016 
545-3300 
zfansler@cityofbethel.net  
 
 
Nikki C. Hoffman 
Council Member  
Term Expires 2017 
545-6653 
nhoffman@cityofbethel.net  
 
 
Alisha Welch 
Council Member 
Term Expires 2017 
545-6026 
arwelch@cityofbethel.net  
 
 
Ann Capela 
City Manager 
543-2047 
acapela@cityofbethel.net 
 
 
Lori Strickler 
City Clerk 
543-1384 
lstrickler@cityofbethel.net  
 
 
Patty Burley 
City Attorney  
 
Mary Sattler 
Lobbyist 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
III. ROLL CALL  
IV. PEOPLE TO BE HEARD – Five minutes per person 
V. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA AND REGULAR AGENDA 

VI. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
a) PG 4 *1-19-2016 Special Meeting Minutes 
b) PG 7 *1-26-2016 Regular Meeting Minutes 

VII. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
a) Public Safety and Transportation Commission 
b) Port Commission 
c) Planning Commission 
d) Parks, Recreation, Aquatic Health And Safety Center Committee 
e) Finance Committee 
f) Energy Committee 
g) Public Works Committee 
h) Marijuana Advisory Committee 
i) Non Standing Committee Reports        

VIII. SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS 
a) United Pools Presentation (Mayor Robb) 
b) Annual Update From Bethel Friends Of Canine (Mayor Robb) 

IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a) PG 27 Public Hearing On Ordinance 15-21: Amending Bethel Municipal Code 

5.30, Taxicab, River Taxi, Limousine And Bus Permits, To Requires Video Camera 
Surveillance System And Global Positioning System Capabilities (Council Member 
Springer) 

b) PG 42 Public Hearing Of Budget Ordinance 15-14 (c): Fiscal Year 2016 Budget 
Amendments- Cash Match of $250,000 For The Ridgecrest Drive Project (City 
Manager Capela) 

c) PG 72 Public Hearing Of Ordinance 16-02: Property Acquisition From The 
Department Of Military And Veterans Affairs, Lot 15, USS 4117 (City Manager 
Capela)  

d) PG 82 Wind Turbine Maintenance Contract With Northern Power (City Manager 
Capela) 

X. NEW BUSINESS 
a) PG 92  *Resolution 16-04: Providing Support To The State’s Funding For Public 

Broadcasting (Vice-Mayor Maczynski) 
b) PG 93 *Resolution 16-05: Request To The Army Corps Of Engineers, Additional 

Time To Review The Donlin Gold Environmental Impact Statement (Council 
Member Fansler) 

AMENDED agenda posted on February 4, 2016-Agenda posted on February 3, 2016, at City Hall, AC Co., Swanson’s, and the Post Office.   
 

 _________________________                                                                                                                               
 Lori Stickler, City Clerk 

(Items on the agenda noted with an asterisk (*) are considered the consent agenda. 
All Resolutions noted with an asterisk (*) will automatically be adopted on the consent agenda unless removed from the consent agenda by Council.  
Ordinances introduced with an asterisk (*) on the consent agenda will automatically be introduced and set for Public Hearing February 23, 2016)  
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c) PG 94 *Resolution 16-06: To Approve The City Of Bethel’s Application To The 
Fiscal Year 2016 State Homeland Security Program (City Manager Capela) 

d) PG 96 *Resolution 16-07: Supporting The State Of Alaska Public Employees 
Retirement System Reform (Mayor Robb) 

e) PG 98 *Resolution 16-08: Certifying The City of Bethel Suffered Significant 
Effects During The Program Base Year From Fisheries Business Activities That 
Occurred Within The FMA 6: Lower Kuskokwim Fisheries Management Area (City 
Manager Capela) 

f) *Resolution 16-09: Authorizing Administration To Submit An Application To The 
U.S. Department Of Agriculture For The Purchas Of Two Hauled Utility Trucks 
(City Manager Capela) 

g) PG 99 *Introduction Of Budget Ordinance 15-14 (d): Amending The Fiscal Year 
2016 Budget For Water And Sewer Pump Replacement And ProDev Professional 
Services Contract (City Manager Capela) 

h) PG 101 *AM 16-08: Appointment Of Courtney Trammell To The Marijuana 
Advisory Committee (Mayor Robb) 

i) PG 102 AM 16-09: Directing Administration To Prepare A Budget Modification 
And A Plan Of Action For The Implementation Of A Fleet Tracking System On 
Ten City Vehicles (Council Member Albertson)   

j) PG 105 AM 16-10: Approve The Selection Of Project Development Associates To 
Serve As Project Manager For The Relocation Of The Existing Port Office And 
Construction Of A New Port Office (City Manager Capela) 

k) PG 118 AM 16-11: Approve The Purchase Of 50 Drums Of Protherm 720 Heavy 
Duty Coolant And Heat Transfer Fluid From Garness Industrial, Inc. (City 
Manager Capela) 

l) PG 132 AM 16-12: Approving The Contract With ProDev For Request For 
Proposal Development For The Management Of The Pool Facility (City Manager 
Capela) 

m) PG 142 Determination Of Action Regarding Bethel Spirits Package Store License 
Application # 5447 And (Mayor Robb) 

n) Determination Of Action Regarding Fili’s Restaurant Eating Place License 
Application #5445 (Mayor Robb) 

o) *Personal Time Off Request For City Attorney, March 7, 2016 (Mayor Robb) 
XI. MAYOR’S REPORT 

XII. MANAGER’S REPORTS 
XIII. CLERK’S REPORT 
XIV. COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
XV. ADJOURNMENT 

AMENDED agenda posted on February 4, 2016-Agenda posted on February 3, 2016, at City Hall, AC Co., Swanson’s, and the Post Office.   
 

 _________________________                                                                                                                               
 Lori Stickler, City Clerk 

(Items on the agenda noted with an asterisk (*) are considered the consent agenda. 
All Resolutions noted with an asterisk (*) will automatically be adopted on the consent agenda unless removed from the consent agenda by Council.  
Ordinances introduced with an asterisk (*) on the consent agenda will automatically be introduced and set for Public Hearing February 23, 2016)  



Introduced by: Council Member Fansler 
Date: February 9, 2016 

Action:  
Vote:  

 

CITY OF BETHEL, ALASKA 
 
 

Resolution # 16-05 

 
A RESOLUTION FORMALLY REQUESTING AT LEAST A SIX (6) MONTH 

EXTENSION OF THE OFFICIAL COMMENT PERIOD FOR THE ARMY CORPS OF 
ENGINEER’S ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STUDY ON THE DONLIN GOLD 

PROJECT 
 
 
WHEREAS, Donlin Gold LLC has applied for permits to develop an open pit, hardrock 

mine about 10 miles north of the community of Crooked Creek, in southwest 
Alaska; 

 
WHEREAS, Donlin Gold’s proposed mine is located approximately 277 miles west of 

Anchorage and 145 miles northeast of Bethel;   
 
WHEREAS, in addition to the mine site, the project has two other major components: 

transportation infrastructure and pipeline infrastructure;  
 
WHEREAS, the transportation infrastructure includes barges that will dock in the City of 

Bethel and transportation barges will utilize the waterways of the Kuskokwim 
River for transportation of supplies, equipment and materials for the project 
that will impact the citizens of Bethel;  

 
WHEREAS, the construction of and planned lifetime of the mine lasts for the next 30 plus 

years; 
 
WHEREAS, monitoring of the tailings and the area around the mine will be required for 

perpetuity; 
 
WHEREAS, the project will undoubtedly affect the citizens of Bethel and the surrounding 

villages and areas along the Kuskokwim river for decades and possibly 
centuries to come; 

 
WHEREAS, the Army Corps of Engineers Environmental Impact Study (EIS) was released 

on November 27, 2015; 
 
WHEREAS, the EIS itself totals over 5,300 pages; 
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Action:  
Vote:  

 
WHEREAS, in addition to the sheer volume of the EIS, the report itself includes numerous 

technical and engineering terms that require additional research and 
investigation by the average reader;  

 
WHEREAS, currently the comment period for the EIS is essentially five months and is 

slated to end on April 30, 2016; 
 
WHEREAS, the magnitude of the proposed project and its impacts on subsistence 

activities, the environment,  economic development, job creation and other 
such concerns make it extremely important that the comment period be open 
for as long as necessary to allow a thorough understanding and thoughtful 
comment time period that is not rushed;  

 
WHEREAS, it is essential that all citizens, tribal entities, governmental bodies, and 

agencies have an adequate amount of time to read, review, digest and form 
thoughtful comments regarding the EIS report on this project. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Bethel City Council does hereby formally 
request an extension of at least six (6) months for the public to offer comment on the 
Army Corps of Engineers’ Donlin Gold Environmental Impact Study. 
 
ENACTED THIS __ DAY OF FEBRUARY, BY A VOTE OF _ IN FAVOR AND _ OPPOSED.  
 

___________________________  
Richard Robb, Mayor  

 
ATTEST: 
___________________________ 
Lori Strickler, City Clerk 
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Introduced by: City Manager Capela 
Date: February 9, 2016 

Action:  
Vote:  

 

CITY OF BETHEL, ALASKA 
 
 

Resolution # 16-09 

 
A RESOLUTION STATING THE CITY OF BETHEL’S INTENT TO MEET 

CONDITIONS REQUIRED BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE-
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (USDA-RD) REGARDING AN APPLICATION FOR 
GRANT AND LOAN FUNDS FOR WATER/WASTEWATER IMPROVEMENTS 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Bethel applied to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, (USDA) RD 

Office, for federal financial assistance of $3,500,000 to be administered by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture for public improvements to the City of 
Bethel’s water and wastewater infrastructure;  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Bethel has received guidance from USDA-RD that USDA-RD will be 

offering such financial assistance in a form of a grant and a long term low 
cost loan;   

 
WHEREAS, USDA-RD determined through the use of their funding formula and after 

reviewing the City’s financial statements, that they will provide the City with 
45% grant funding with a 55% match/loan funds;  

 
WHEREAS, the City can decide whether to use any non-federal source as a cash match, 

the City may also borrow funds from USDA-RD at a very low interest rate to 
count as a match;  

 
WHEREAS, the City may order the two trucks in advance of the grant/loan agreement 

and be reimbursed by these grant/loan funds, as long as the grant/loan 
agreement is ultimately completed and signed;  

 
WHEREAS, USDA-RD will not reimburse the City’s expenditure for the trucks if the 

grant/loan agreement is not completed and/or never gets signed;  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Bethel may accept the risk of ordering trucks in advance of the 

grant/loan agreement with the understanding that the City will only be 
reimbursed, if and when all required documents, paperwork, and approvals 
are completed, such that signed grant/loan agreement results;  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Bethel is at a critical junction of not being able to provide water 

and wastewater services that put at risk the health and welfare of the general 
public due to failure of the existing wastewater treatment system known as 
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Introduced by: City Manager Capela 
Date: February 9, 2016 

Action:  
Vote:  

 
the “lagoon truck dump site” along with the water and wastewater truck 
delivery system;  

 
WHEREAS, due to the remote geographical location of the City, the length of time to 

construct the water/wastewater delivery systems trucks combined with the 
short barge season, makes this action necessary for protection of public 
health and safety;  

 
WHEREAS, it is the affirmative duty of the Bethel City Council to ensure the protection of 

the general public health and welfare;  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Bethel is seeking to immediately place an order for the purchase of 

two trucks to ensure the safety of public that will not exceed $500,000;  
 
WHEREAS, USDA-RD is offering a 45% grant and 55% low cost loan at approximately 

2.25% annual interest rate which will amount to approximately $225,000 
grant and $275,000;  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Bethel has authorized the collection of service fees for all its utility 

customers to set aside the funds of $8 per billing cycle;  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Bethel may pledge such revenues for the capitalization of such a 

USDA-RD loan; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Bethel affirms the findings of the City Manager that this action is 

of a public health and safety necessity. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Bethel hereby authorizes the City 
Manager to submit an application to USDA-RD for a grant/long term loan application 
and proceed with the purchase of the two trucks with the stipulation that the City 
Manger receives Council authorization for budget modification to the necessary financial 
City of Bethel inter-fund transfers to effectuate the purchase of the two trucks. 
 
ENACTED THIS __ DAY OF FEBRUARY, BY A VOTE OF _ IN FAVOR AND _ OPPOSED.  
 

 
 
___________________________  
Richard Robb, Mayor  

 
ATTEST: 
___________________________ 
Lori Strickler, City Clerk 
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Waster Water - Components  

Collection 
Trucks Pipes Self-deposit

Conveyance
Trucks Pipes Lift Stations
Jetty (truck site)

Storage
Lagoon

Treatment 
Natural Sediment Lagoon Cell 1

Natural Sediment Lagoon Cell 2

Liquids released to tundra from Lagoon Cell 2

Flows to a creek 

Flows into Kuskokwim River
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