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Regular Meeting 
    June 10, 2014 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER   

 
A Regular Meeting of the Bethel City Council was held on June 10, 2014 at 6:30pm, in 
the council chambers, Bethel, Alaska. 
 
Mayor Klejka called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  

 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
III. ROLL CALL 

  
Comprising a quorum of the Council, the following members were present:  
 
Council Member Joseph Klejka, Council Member Mark Springer, Council Member Rick 
Robb, Council Member Eric Whitney, Council Member Sharon Sigmon, Council Member 
Leif Albertson, Council Member Heather Pike 
 
Also in attendance were the following: 
 
City Clerk Lori Strickler, Acting City Manager Pete Williams, City Attorney Patty Burley  
 

IV. PEOPLE TO BE HEARD  
 
Eric Middlebrook – Middlebrook misunderstand the new rates for water and sewer.  
Middlebrook explains the rates that he has issues with. Offers to schedule a work 
session regarding the water and sewer rates. Compares the current rates with the 
proposed rates. Suggests that ordinance needs more work and suggested the Council 
hold a special meeting with people within the community.  
 
Greg Roczicka – Asked by a person to attend tonight’s meeting. Inquires about the 
boardwalk. Explains the reasons why boardwalk was built, and how it was built.  It 
was an in-house project with the help from inmates at the jail.  If there are any 
questions, he will do his best to answer. 
 
Dave Trantham – Concerned about safety and potential safety to the City of Bethel.  
Trantham is concerned about pot holes, especially on ptarmigan road. Main concern is 
the road near owls park. Offers to pay for gravel to fill these pot holes, mainly the 

          City Council Meeting  
       City of Bethel, Alaska 



2 
 
City Council Meeting Minutes  City of Bethel, Alaska 
  June 10, 2014 

ones by Owls Park.  Express how greatly concerned he is about the pot holes in this 
area.  Understands there may be other options, but is still concerned for the people 
especially the children.  
 
Eli Jacobson – Here as a rate payer. Concerned about water sewer rates.  All the 
information he has acquired is from public records.  Most people on a flat rate, 80% is 
hauled water.  Utility trucks are not metered, but a flat rate.  Explains the different 
rates according to the information he has acquired.  For comparison a residential 
customer is charged 317.00 a month.  Commercial customers is 164.00 a month. 
Employees unlimited water is 115.00.  Why is commercial metered and not residential 
with a lower rate? Concerned that people paying higher rate are subsidizing their 
rates.  
 

V. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AND REGULAR AGENDA 
 

Main Motion: To approve the Consent and Regular Agenda. 
Moved by: Whitney 

Seconded by: Robb 
Action: 

In favor: 
Opposed: 

Motion carried unanimously by a vote of 7-0 
Klejka, Springer, Robb, Whitney, Sigmon, Albertson and Pike  
None 

 
Removal From 

Consent Agenda: Removal of Appeal hearing under special order of business 
Moved by: 

Seconded by: 
Action: 

In favor: 
Opposed: 

Springer 
Pike 
Motion carried unanimously by a vote of 7-0 
Klejka, Springer, Robb, Whitney, Sigmon, Albertson and Pike  
None 

 
VI. APPROVAL OF THE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Item A - 5-20-2014 Special City Council Meeting.  
Passed on the consent agenda.  
 
Item B - 5-21-2014 Special City Council Meeting.  
Passed on the consent agenda.  
 
Item C - 5-22-2014 Special City Council Meeting. 
Passed on the consent agenda.  
 
Item D - 5-27-2014 Regular City Council Meeting.  
Passed on the consent agenda. 
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Item E - 5-28-2014 Special City Council Meeting.  
Passed on the consent agenda.  
 
Item F - 5-29-2014 Special City Council Meeting.  
Passed on the consent agenda.  

 
VII. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

 
Item A - Public Safety and Transportation Commission-  
Sharon Sigmon, Council Representative- Has not had a meeting since last Council 
meeting. Planned next meeting is September 2, 2014.  

 
Item B - Port Commission –  
Pete Williams, Port Director- Had a meeting planned for Monday.  Williams would 
like to commend his employees for a lady rescued on Saturday night.   

 
Item C - Planning Commission – 
Rachel Pitts, Planning Director- Met last week in regards to the Aquatic center.  
Next meeting scheduled for next Thursday.  We have also done some research 
for wind turbines. Springer- what is that land work used for.  Pitts- it is used for 
employees, and the plants.   

 
Item D - Parks and Recreations Committee- 
Eric Whitney, Council Representative- We did have meeting on the second of this 
month.  The committee is going to make a recommendation to the Bethel Trails 
committee.  Whitney is concerned about the trails.  We will propose a 
recommendation during the next council meeting; we are also suggesting public 
input for improvements.  Not all people use automobiles for commuting.  

 
Item E - Finance Committee- 
Leif Albertson, Council Representative – No representatives attended the meeting 
during last council meeting.  

 
Item F - Public Works Committee- 
Bill Arnold, Acting Public Works Director- No representatives attended the 
meeting. We are still working on a plan.  The third well failed.  
 
Item G - Energy Committee – 
Richard Robb, Committee Representative- We had a scheduled meeting last 
Thursday.  There was not quorum to host a meeting.  Not enough members. 
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VIII. SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
Item A – Appeal Hearing: Nathanial Herz, Appealing The Decision Of The City 
Clerk In The Denial Of A Public Request For Information Release of “Any reports 
or work products provided to the city by Mr. Gatti, or his office.”  
 
This item was removed from the agenda.  

 
IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS   

 
Item A – Public Hearing Of Ordinance 14-12:

 

 Amending Bethel Municipal Code 
Chapter 13.16 Utility Rates. 

Mayor Klejka opened the public hearing at 7:02 p.   
 
Eric Middlebrook – City subsidizes the Utility fund.  Middlebrook is curious about 
the funds being used for water and sewer.  He suggests subsidizing different funds 
to help water sewer rates.  Last adjustment was 7 years ago.  Current ordinance 
that is proposed has stricken out wording that concerns him.  Middlebrook 
suggests that the original language be put back in the ordinance. Ordinance 09-14 
exempting water sewer rates, says that it is amending this ordinance.  
 
David Trantham – Agrees with Middlebrook about the water and sewer rates.  
Trantham is aware of the water and sewer issues. Trantham suggests that the city 
explain the difference between general fund and the enterprise fund for the City of 
Bethel.  Did the administration overhead pay for the services that the general fund 
provided for the enterprise fund? The City should determine where the breakeven 
point is to balance these funds.  
 
Eli Jacobson - Understands that not everyone can be metered.  Unmetered 
systems do not limit the use of water.  Jacobson would really like to see metered 
water for fairness. Jacobson explains different scenarios for water delivery options, 
and the rates incurred with the process.   
 
Mayor Klejka closed the public hearing at 7:16 p.  
 

Main Motion: 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 14-12 was made at the May 27th 
council meeting. 

Moved by: Pike 
Seconded by: Whitney 

Action: Postponed 
 

Primary Postpone until next council meeting 
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Amendment: 
Moved by: Whitney 

Seconded by: Springer 
Action: 

In favor: 
Opposed: 

Motion carried unanimously by a vote of 7-0 
Klejka, Springer, Robb, Whitney, Sigmon, Alberton and Pike  
None 

 
Item B – Public Hearing Of Ordinance 14-15:

 

 Amending Bethel Municipal Code 
3.04.010 Personnel Rules And Regulations, Definitions, And 3.64.050, Special 
Provisions, Employment Of Relatives. 

Mayor Klejka opened the public hearing at 7:30p.  
No one present to be heard on this issue.  
Mayor Klejka closed the public hearing.   

 
Main Motion: Adopt Ordinance 14-15. 

Moved by: Robb 
Seconded by: Whitney 

Action: 
In favor: 

Opposed: 

Motion carried unanimously by a vote of 7-0 
Klejka, Springer, Robb, Whitney, Sigmon, Albertson and Pike  
None 

 
Primary 

Amendment: 
Amend  3.64.050 Subsection d, to strike “direct report of” and 
insert “report directly to.”  

Moved by: Whitney 
Seconded by: Pike 

Action: 
In favor: 

Opposed: 

Motion failed by a vote of 2-5 
Albertson and Pike  
Klejka, Springer, Robb, Whitney and Sigmon 

 
Primary  

Amendment: 
 Amend 3.04.010 Subsection k, to insert after children, 
“stepchildren” and after father, “step-mother, step-father.” 

Moved by: Albertson 
Seconded by: Pike 

Action: 
In favor: 

Opposed: 

Motion carried by a vote of 6-1 
Klejka, Springer, Whitney, Sigmon, Albertson and Pike  
Robb 

 
Primary 

Amendment: 
 
Amend Section 3.64.050 to strike out Subsection d. 

Moved by: Springer 
Seconded by:  

Action: 
In favor: 

Motion does not carry due to a lack of a second.  
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Opposed: 
 

Primary 
Amendment: 

Insert in 3.64.050 Subsection e, “no city employee may be 
interviewed for employment by immediate family member nor 
recommend for hire by any immediate family member.” 

Moved by: Springer 
Seconded by: Pike 

Action: 
In favor: 

Opposed: 

Motion failed by a vote of 2-5 
Springer and Albertson  
Klejka, Robb, Whitney, Sigmon and Pike 

 
Primary 

Amendment: 
Insert under 3.04.010 Subsection k,  “domestic partner, 
significant other” after “husband or wife.”  

Moved by: Albertson 
Seconded by: Springer 

Action: 
In favor: 

Opposed: 

Motion carried by a vote of 5-2 
Klejka, Springer, Whitney, Sigmon and Albertson  
Robb and Pike 

 
Secondary 

Amendment: 
 
Amend the primary amendment to Strike “significant other.” 

Moved by: Pike 
Seconded by: Springer 

Action: 
In favor: 

Opposed: 

Motion failed by a vote of 3-4 
Springer, Robb and Pike  
Klejka, Whitney, Sigmon and Albertson  

 
Secondary 

Motion: 
 
To take a 5 minute break. 

Moved by: Klejka 
Seconded by: Pike 

Action: 
In favor: 

Opposed: 

Motion carried unanimously by a vote of 7-0 
Klejka, Springer, Robb, Whitney, Sigmon, Albertson and Pike  
None 

 
Council goes back on record at 8:30 p.  
 

Primary 
Amendment: 

Amend section 3.64.050 to add subsection e) to the draft 
ordinance which is listed as subsection d) of the attorneys 
modification “If two employees marry or otherwise become 
related, as defined by immediate family member, and the city’s 
best judgment the potential problems noted above exist or 
reasonably could exist, neither of the employees will be allowed 
to hold supervisory authority over the other one.”  
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Moved by: Pike 
Seconded by: Whitney 

Action: 
In favor: 

Opposed: 

Motion carried unanimously by a vote of 7-0 
Klejka, Springer, Robb, Whitney, Sigmon, Albertson and Pike  
None 

 

Secondary 
Amendment: 

To Strike out “and in the city best judgment the potential 
problems noted above exist or reasonably could exist” from the 
primary amendment. 

Moved by: Pike 
Seconded by: Springer 

Action: 
In favor: 

Opposed: 

Motion carried unanimously by a vote of 7-0 
Klejka, Springer, Robb, Whitney, Sigmon, Albertson and Pike  
None 

 

Primary 
Amendment: 

 
Amendment to section 3.64.050 by adding a subsection f) to 
the draft ordinance which is listed as subsection g) of the 
attorneys modification “The city may, at any time, correct 
appointments and continued employment prohibited in this 
section by transfer, layoff, demotion or termination of 
employment.  (1) In doing so, the City Manager shall take such 
corrective action which has the least adverse impact on the 
employees necessary to cure the prohibited appointment or 
continued employment, provided such corrective action shall 
always be in the best interests of the city.”  

Moved by: Pike 
Seconded by: Springer 

Action: 
In favor: 

Opposed: 

Motion carried unanimously by a vote of 7-0 
Klejka, Springer, Robb, Whitney, Sigmon, Albertson and Pike  
None 

 
Primary 

Amendment: 
Insert definition v) “Supervisory” being in the same chain of 
command. 

Moved by: Pike 
Seconded by: Albertson 

Action: 
In favor: 

Opposed: 

Motion carried by a vote of 5-2 
Klejka, Springer, Sigmon, Albertson and Pike  
Robb and Whitney 

 
Primary 

Amendment: 
Under section 3.64.050 subsection a, after city manager insert 
“or the human resource manager.” 

Moved by: Pike 
Seconded by: Robb 
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Action: 
In favor: 

Opposed: 

Motion failed by a vote of 3-4 
Sigmon, Albertson and Pike  
Klejka, Springer, Robb and Whitney 

 
X. NEW BUSINESS 

 
Item A – AM 14-42 - Directing Administration To Renegotiate The Water Rate 
Contract With Northern Lights Water Products, Inc. For $0.04 Per Gallon As 
Opposed To $0.03 Per Gallon. 
 

Main Motion: Approve AM 14-42 
Moved by: Springer 

Seconded by: Whitney 
Action: 

In favor: 
Opposed: 

Motion carried unanimously by a vote of 7-0 
Klejka, Springer, Robb, Whitney, Sigmon, Albertson and Pike  
None 

 
Item B – City Of Bethel Lease Agreement With The State Of Alaska Court 
System. 
 

Main Motion: 
To have the finance director Hansel Mathlaw define lease 
increases from the State of Alaska 

Moved by: Robb 
Seconded by: Springer 

Action: 
In favor: 

Opposed: 

Motion carried unanimously by a vote of 7-0 
Klejka, Springer, Robb, Whitney, Sigmon, Albertson and Pike  
None 

 
Item C- City Of Bethel Lease Agreement With Any Company Not Current On The 
Lease Payments. 

 
Item D – City Of Bethel/ONC Senior Center Memorandum Of Agreement –
Building. 
 
Mayor Klejka ruled Council Member Springer had a conflict of interest due to his 
employment as the director on the senior center. 
 
Council Member Springer stepped down from the Council bench. 
 
Council Member Springer returned to the Council bench following the Council’s 
discussion.  
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Item E – Approval Of Administrative Leave For The Acting City Manager June 
12, 2014. 
 
Passed on the consent agenda.  

 
Item F - Interim City Manager Contract. 
 

Interim City Manager is Greg Moyar 
 
XI. MAYOR’S REPORT  
 

XII. MANAGERS REPORT  
 

XIII. CITY CLERK’S REPORT  
 

XIV. COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS  
 

Council Member Springer-  
The first AVEC Electric bills were disseminated this past week, they will be 
applying the deposited provided to BUC to the July electric bill.  
 
When the new Swanson’s store opens next month, the State Highway is going to 
difficult to maneuver.  
 
Slow down while on the roads to keep the dust down.  

 
Council Member Sigmon-  
Thanked the acting City Manager, Pete Williams for all of his hard work. The City 
Attorney as well, has been working very hard. Thanked the City Employees for all 
of their hard work.  

 
Council Member Albertson- 
Extended appreciation to the Kuskokwim Working Group for all of their hard 
work.  

 
Council Member Pike-  
Thanked the two young men working at the port facility who saved the female 
wedged between the sea wall and a barge. Every party involved, did a really 
good job in responding and most likely saved this ladies life.  
 
Alaska Territorial Guard, will hold a park celebration on Saturday.  
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Announced her last day with Northern Air Cargo and provided new contact 
information to the public.  

 
Mayor Klejka-  
Pointed out that the City Attorney, Acting City Manager and City Clerk have been 
doing a great job.  
 
Council Member Whitney- 
Thanked all of the people who contributed to the American Diabetes Drive, he 
road 100 Kilometers, to help support the American Diabetes Foundation.  
 
Took a cab to the airport and there are meters and cameras in the cabs which is 
something the City should consider requiring.  

 
Vice-Mayor Robb- 
Provided kudos to acting City Manager Williams for all of his hard work.  
Thanked the Council for working so hard during the meeting to improve the City.  
Glad to see that there are a lot of people working to conserve our king salmon 
up and down the river.  
 
Safe boating.  

 
XV. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
Item A - AS 44.62.310 (C) 1: Matters, The Immediate Knowledge Of Which 
Would Clearly Have An Adverse Effect Upon The Finances Of The Public 
Entity/Potential Litigation Regarding The Investigation Of Administrative And 
Personnel Matters As Authorized By The City Council, February 11, 2014 And 
Appeal Of The City Clerk’s Office Decision On The Denial Of Public Records 
Request. 
 
Item B - Alaska Statutes Title 44 -Matters, The Immediate Knowledge Of Which 
Would Clearly Have An Adverse Effect Upon The Finances Of The Public Entity- 
City Of Bethel vs Hoffman Fuel, Case Number 4BE-09-457CI. 
 

Main Motion: 

Move into Executive Session for: 
 
AS 44.62.310 (C) 1: Matters, The Immediate Knowledge Of Which 
Would Clearly Have An Adverse Effect Upon The Finances Of The 
Public Entity/Potential Litigation Regarding The Investigation Of 
Administrative And Personnel Matters As Authorized By The City 
Council, February 11, 2014 And Appeal Of The City Clerk’s Office 
Decision On The Denial Of Public Records Request.  The individual 
participating in this executive session will be the City Attorney, Patty Burley.  
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Alaska Statutes Title 44 -Matters, The Immediate Knowledge Of Which 
Would Clearly Have An Adverse Effect Upon The Finances Of The 
Public Entity- City Of Bethel vs Hoffman Fuel, Case Number 4BE-09-
457CI. The individual participating in this executive session will be City 
Attorney, Patty Burley, Acting City Manager, Pete Williams. 

Moved by: Springer 
Seconded by: Robb 

Action: 
In favor: 

Opposed: 

Motion carried unanimously by a vote of 7-0 
Klejka, Springer, Robb, Whitney, Sigmon, Albertson and Pike  
None 

 
Council moved into executive session at 10:16 p. 
Council went back on the record at 10:44 p.  

   
 

XVI. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Main Motion: Adjourn 
Moved by: Springer 

Seconded by: Robb 
Action: 

In favor: 
Opposed: 

Motion carried unanimously by a vote of 7-0 
Klejka, Springer, Robb, Whitney, Sigmon, Albertson and Pike  
None  

 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
       Joseph A. Klejka, Mayor  

 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 

_______________________ 
Lori Strickler, City Clerk 


