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CITY OF BETHEL, ALASKA

Ordinance #15-21

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BETHEL CITY COUNCIL AMENDING BETHEL

MUNICIPAL CODE, CHAPTER 5.30, TAXICAB, RIVER TAXI, LIMOUSINE AND
BUS PERMITS, TO REQUIRE VIDEO CAMERA SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM AND
GLOBAL POSITIONING SYSTEM CAPABILITIES

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, that the City of Bethel authorizes a change to

the Bethel Municipal Code as described herein.

SectIoN 1. Classification. This ordinance is of a general and permanent nature and

shall become a part of the Bethel Municipal Code.

SectioN 2. Amendment. The Bethel Municipal Code is to be amended as follows (new

language is underlined and old language is stricken)

Chapter 5.30

TAXICAB, RIVER TAXI, LIMOUSINE AND BUS PERMITS

Sections:
5.30.010 Taxicab permit required.
5.30.020 River taxi permit required.
5.30.030 Bus permit required.
5.30.035 Limousine permit required.
5.30.040 Application for permits.

5.30.050 Issuance of new nontransferable taxicab permits.

5.30.055 Taxicabs — Renewal of existing permits.
5.30.060 Taxicabs — Transfer of existing permit.

5.30.065 Posting of taxicab permit.

5.30.070 Taxicabs — Number of vehicles operated per permit.

5.30.080 Taxicabs — Subscription to dispatch service.

5.30.090 Taxicabs — Vehicle markings.
5.30.100 Required equipment.
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5.30.120 Insurance required.

5.30.130 Posting of insurance notice.

5.30.140 Records.

5.30.160 Single use of vehicle.

5.30.170 Vehicle horn honking.

5.30.180 Safety equipment tampering prohibited.

5.30.010 Taxicab permit required.
A. No person may provide taxicab service in the city unless that person:

1. Is a permittee in possession of a valid taxicab permit issued to him or her, and
is in compliance with Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC; or

2. Has entered into an agreement with a permittee as a lease operator which
allows that person to provide taxicab services pursuant to the permittees
authority only for as long as the permittee is lawfully in possession of the
permit and complies with all terms and conditions of issuance of the permit,
and only if such an arrangement is approved in advance by the transportation
inspector. In order to obtain such approval from the transportation inspector,
the transportation inspector must approve the language of a written lease
agreement and determine that the lease operator meets all requirements
imposed on chauffeurs and taxicab permittees by
Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC. A decision of the transportation inspector
denying a lease operator arrangement can be appealed to the commission in
accordance with BMC 5.20.100.

B. No permittee shall allow another person to provide taxicab service under the
authority of his or her permit except as allowed in subsection A of this section.
Violation of this section is grounds for immediate revocation of a taxicab permit.

C. No person may operate or dispatch a vehicle as a taxicab unless that vehicle is
described on a taxicab permit as provided in subsection A of this section.
Violation of this section is grounds for immediate revocation of a license or
permit.
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D. No person may provide taxicab service pursuant to a taxicab permit except in
accordance with Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC. Violation of this section is
grounds for immediate revocation of a permit.

E. The permittee shall utilize as chauffeurs only currently licensed chauffeurs who
have satisfactorily completed a commission-approved driver training and testing
program and who are otherwise in compliance with all of the requirements of
Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC.

5.30.020 River taxi permit required.
A. No person may provide river taxi service within the city without a river taxi

permit. A river taxi permit, or any interest in a river taxi permit issued pursuant
to this section, shall not be transferable through sale, lease, rental, power of
attorney, or any other manner of conveyance, and shall become void and revert
to the commission if it is revoked or not renewed in accordance with the
provisions of Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC.

B. A person may apply for an original or renewal river taxi permit by complying with
the requirements of BMC 5.30.040. If the applicant is in compliance with all of
the terms and conditions of Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC that apply to river
taxis, he or she shall be issued a permit.

5.30.030 Bus permit required.
A. A person may provide bus service within the city with a bus permit. A permit, or

any interest in a permit issued pursuant to this section, shall not be transferable
through sale, lease, rental, power of attorney, or any other manner of
conveyance, and shall become void and revert to the commission if it is revoked
or not renewed in accordance with the provisions of

Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC.

B. A person may apply for an original or renewal bus permit by complying with the
requirements of BMC 5.30.040. If the applicant is in compliance with ail of the
terms and conditions of Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC that apply to buses, he
or she shall be issued a permit.

C. A bus must operate on a defined route. The route must be submitted to the
transportation inspector. Any changes in the route must be submitted to the
City of Bethel, Alaska Ordinance #15-21

30of15



Introduced by: Council Member Springer
Date: July 28, 2015

Public Hearing: December 8, 2015
January 12, 2016
January 26, 2016
February 9, 2016
Action: Passed
Vote: 4-3

transportation inspector. Bus operators may deviate from the defined route up to
three-fourths (3/4) of a mile to accommodate handicapped passengers.

5.30.035 Limousine permit required.
A. A person may provide limousine service in the city if that person:

1. Is a permittee in possession of a valid limousine permit issued to him or her,
and is in compliance with Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC;

2. Operates a limousine;

3. Utilizes currently licensed chauffeurs who have satisfactorily completed a
commission-approved driver training and testing program and who are otherwise
in compliance with all of the requirements of Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC.

B. A limousine will provide service by reservation or prearranged call for service. It is
unlawful for a limousine chauffeur to provide flag stop service to passengers by
curbside hail or the use of fixed routes.

C. The current rates to be charged by a limousine permittee shall be provided to the
transportation inspector in the form of a rate sheet. The permittee is responsible
for providing the inspector with a new rate sheet as prices change. The prices on
the rate sheet must be greater than the maximum rates allowed for the provision
of a similar ride by taxicab.

The following rates are established as minimum rates for limousine operators:
One-half (1/2) hour or less arranged ride: fifty doilars ($50.00);
One (1) hour arranged ride: eighty dollars ($80.00).

5.30.040 Application for permits.
A. An application for an original or renewal taxicab, bus, limousine or river taxi
permit shall be made to the transportation inspector.

B. An application for a permit shall be submitted on a form approved by the
transportation inspector and shall be accompanied by:
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1. The fee specified in BMC 5.20.160;

2. Proof of insurance for the vehicle as required by
Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC;

3. Proof that the applicant is at least eighteen (18) years of age; and

4. Proof that the applicant is in compliance with the drug and alcohol testing
requirements of BMC 5.20.085.

C. An applicant shall not be granted an original or renewal permit unless the
applicant meets the requirements imposed on chauffeurs in BMC 5.40.030.

D. If the commission determines that the public convenience and necessity requires
issuance of additional taxicab permits in accordance with BMC 5.30.050, the
following persons may apply for such a permit:

1. Currently active chauffeurs licensed under Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC
with no fewer than two (2) years of continuous experience as a taxicab
chauffeur in good standing in Bethel,

2. Applicants who have not had a felony or misdemeanor conviction entered by a
court of competent jurisdiction within five (5) years of the date of application for:

a) Assignation, prostitution, solicitation for the purpose of prostitution,
offering to secure another for the purpose of prostitution, maintaining
vehicle for the purpose of prostitution or accepting money from a
prostitute; or

b) Sale, transportation, possession or use of any controlled substance as
defined by AS 11.71 or a similar law of another jurisdiction, or engaging in
an act prohibited under AS 04.11, 04.16 or 04.17.

E. If the commission decides to issue an additional permit or permits in accordance
with this chapter, a taxicab permit may be issued by the commission only if the
applicant complies with subsections B through D of this section, and is certified
as required by BMC 5.20.150.
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F. Each representation made in an application for an original or renewal permit shall
be correct. Any false or misleading statement or misrepresentation as to a
material matter in an application shall be grounds for denial of the application for
a permit or revocation of a permit.

5.30.050 Issuance of new nontransferable taxicab permits.

A. The total number of outstanding taxicab permits shall be determined by the
public convenience and necessity. Any person or any member of the commission
may initiate commission inquiry into the public convenience and necessity for
issuance of additional permits. Hearings regarding public convenience and
necessity shall be held to determine if the public convenience and necessity
warrants issuance of one (1) or more additional nontransferable permits. The
commission shall hold an inquiry into the public convenience and necessity at
least once in a twenty-four (24-) month period.

B. At the hearing conducted pursuant to subsection A of this section, the
commission may consider, among other things, evidence of:

1. The public demand for additional taxi service;
2. The unfulfilled requests for service;
3. The reasonableness of waiting time for service; and

4. The economic impact of additional permits on the viability of the existing
taxicab industry.

C. If the commission finds that it is more likely than not, based on the evidence
presented at hearing, that the public convenience and necessity would be best
served by the issuance of one (1) or more new taxicab permits, such permit or
permits shall be issued in the manner provided in subsection D of this section.

D. No later than ninety (90) days after the commission determines that a new
taxicab permit should be issued, the transportation inspector shail conduct a
public auction as follows:

1. The auction shall be conducted by sealed bid, and the permit shall be issued
to the highest qualified bidder;
City of Bethel, Alaska Ordinance #15-21
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2. To be responsive, a bid must equal or exceed the taxicab permit issuance fees
provided for in BMC 5.20.160;

3. The term “qualified bidder” means a person who meets the requirements of
BMC 5.30.040, and tenders the successful full bid price in cash within five (5)
days after notice that he or she is the highest bidder;

4. If the highest bidder is not a qualified bidder, the permit shall be issued to the
next highest bidder who is also a qualified bidder. If none of the bidders are
also qualified bidders, the transportation inspector shall again offer the permit
at auction as provided by this section within one hundred eighty (180) days
after the previous auction.

E. No person may apply for a hearing pursuant to subsection A of this section within
one hundred twenty (120) days after one (1) or more new permits authorized for
issuance pursuant to this section have been actually issued. The commission may
consolidate multiple hearing requests if it deems it appropriate to do so.

F. A permit, or any interest in a permit, issued pursuant to this section shall not be
transferable through sale, lease, rental, power of attorney, or any other manner
of conveyance, and shall become void and revert to the commission if the permit
is revoked or not renewed in accordance with the provisions of
Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC.

G. Permittees issued nontransferable permits in accordance with this section are
subject to all revocation, suspension, and penalty provisions of
Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC, as well as all other requirements of
Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC.

5.30.055 Taxicabs — Renewal of existing permits.

An application for renewal of an existing taxicab permit made in accordance with

BMC 5.30.040 shall be renewed only if the applicant is in compliance with all of the
requirements of Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC that apply to taxicabs and taxicab
permittees. A permit that is not renewed shall become void and revert to the commission.
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5.30.060 Taxicabs — Transfer of existing permit.

A. A person may transfer an interest (whether financial or proprietary in nature, a
security interest, or some other form of interest) in a taxicab permit originally
issued prior to December 31, 2000, or any interest in the corporation, joint
venture, association, partnership, or other group or entity which owns an interest
in a taxicab permit originally issued prior to December 31, 2000, only if the
person obtains the prior approval of the transportation inspector.

B. An application for transfer of a taxicab permit in accordance with subsection A of
this section shall be made to the transportation inspector on forms approved by
the transportation inspector and shall be accompanied by the proposed contract
for sale or other interest transfer which states the specific consideration to be
paid by the transferee, as well as all other material conditions of the sale or
other transfer of interest. The application for transfer shall also identify all parties
who have or are proposed to have a financial, proprietary, security or other
interest in the permit. The application may request other information necessary
to determine if the transfer is in the best interests of the public, including but not
limited to evidence of the financial ability to meet the consideration requirements
of the contract for sale or other interest transfer. If the transferee meets the
requirements of this section and all other requirements for obtaining a taxicab
permit contained in Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC, and the transportation
inspector approves the language of the contract for sale or other interest
transfer, the transportation inspector may approve the transfer.

C. A decision of the transportation inspector with respect to transfer of an interest
under this section may be appealed to the commission in accordance with
BMC 5.20.100.

D. If transfer of a permit is not approved in accordance with this section and the
permittee no longer wishes to operate under the permit or the permittee is no
longer in compliance with the provisions of Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC, the
permit shall become void and revert to the commission.

E. New permits issued in accordance with BMC 5.30.050 shall not be transferable, and
shall become void and revert to the commission if the permit is revoked or not
renewed in accordance with the provisions of Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC.
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5.30.065 Posting of taxicab permit.

The permit for each taxicab, river taxi, limousine or bus shall be posted in the interior of
the taxicab, river taxi, limousine or bus in the manner designated by the transportation
inspector. No person may operate a taxicab, river taxi, limousine or bus unless the
permit is so posted.

5.30.070 Taxicabs — Number of vehicles operated per permit.
A. Except as otherwise provided in this section, only one (1) vehicle, which shall be

designated on the taxicab permit application, may be operated pursuant to that
permit.

B. Upon application to the transportation inspector, payment of the appropriate fee,
and a demonstration of need, the transportation inspector may authorize
operation of a substitute vehicle for a period of time not to exceed thirty (30)
consecutive days. The transportation inspector shall be notified prior to
substitution of the date, time, and substitution vehicle being placed in service,
the permit number utilizing the substitute vehicle, the reason for the use of the
substitute vehicle and the signature of the person authorizing the use of the
substitute vehicle. If substitution is authorized, the transportation inspector shall
subsequently be immediately notified of the date and time the substitute vehicle
is removed from service and the original permitted vehicle is placed back in
service. The transportation inspector shall require an inspection of the original
vehicle before it is returned into service. No person may operate a substitute
vehicle under this section unless the substitution has been authorized by the
transportation inspector in accordance with this section, and a copy of the
authorization is carried in the substitute vehicle at all times.

C. If the use of the substitute vehicle was occasioned by a mechanical problem or
vehicle accident affecting the safe operation of the original vehicle, the
transportation inspector may allow a permanent vehicle transfer.

D. The transportation inspector may permit a permanent vehicle transfer not more
than four (4) times before the expiration of the original permit for reasons other
than mechanical problems.
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5.30.080 Taxicabs — Subscription to dispatch service.
Every taxicab permittee shall subscribe to a dispatch service permitted pursuant to

Chapter 5.50 BMC for the taxicab operated under his or her permit. No taxicab may be
dispatched by more than one (1) dispatch service. Failure to comply with this section
shall be grounds for immediate revocation of a permit or license.

5.30.090 Taxicabs — Vehicle markings.
A. Every taxicab shall display the trade name under which it operates and the

vehicle number assigned to it by the transportation inspector in the area
between the back bumper and the top of the trunk of the taxicab on the rear
end of the taxicab with permanent contrasting letters and numbers no less than
four (4) inches high.

B. Every taxicab shall bear its vehicle number, as assigned to it by the transportation
inspector, on all sides of the taxicab with permanent letters no less than four (4)
inches high. Every taxicab shall display its vehicle number assigned by the
transportation inspector on the front fender adjacent to the front door jam on
both the driver and passenger side of the vehicle in numbers no less than four
(4) inches high. The number shall be placed in the middle of the fender, but in
no event less than two (2) inches above the bottom of the fender, or more than
four (4) inches below the top of the fender.

C. The transportation inspector will provide every taxicab permit holder with
reflective decals bearing the assigned vehicle number required to meet the
requirements of this section. Taxicab permit holders shall display trade names on
vehicles with reflective decals that meet the requirements of this section.

D. Except as otherwise provided by law, no taxicab may be used or sold for any
purpose other than for use as a taxicab until all signs, insignia, license plates,
lights or other markings have been removed or an “out of service” sign is posted
on the taxicab in the form and manner designated by the transportation
inspector.

5.30.100 Required equipment.
In addition to the mechanical equipment required in BMC 5.20.080(D), every taxicab

shall have the following equipment:
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A. Every taxicab shall be equipped with an operable two-way radio that receives and
transmits a signal only on the frequency used by that taxicab’s dispatch service.
At no time may a taxicab be equipped with an apparatus capable of monitoring a
frequency used by a dispatch service other than that used by that taxicab’s
dispatch service. The radio of each taxicab shall be identifiable through the
dispatch company through which the taxicab is dispatched.

B. Every taxicab shall be equipped at all times with an interior light of not less than
two (2) candlepower arranged so as to illuminate the entire passenger
compartment. The light shall be illuminated whenever passengers are being
loaded or unloaded from the taxicab between one-half (1/2) hour after sunset of
one (1) day and one-half (1/2) hour before sunrise the next day. No shades or
blinds shall be drawn over any windows of the taxicab while occupied by a
passenger.

C. Every taxicab shall be equipped with a nonflashing light on the exterior of the
roof of a type approved by the transportation inspector. The light shall be
illuminated only when the taxicab is in service.

D. All taxicabs, limousines and buses must have factory seat belts for the maximum
number of passengers that may be transported in a particular vehicle.

E. River taxis shall have the following:

1. Four-wheel drive vehicle with at least twelve- (12-) inch clearance;

2. VHF radio;
3. Dual battery system;

4. All equipment listed in subsections A through C of this section in addition to
the following: a come-a-long or winch and shovel; ground and air flares;
carbon monoxide detector; first aid kit; safe alternate form of heat, i.e.,
candles, canned heat, etc., one (1) wool blanket, one (1) survival or space
blanket for each potential passenger, spare tire, and tools required to change a
tire, i.e., jack lug wrench, etc.;
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5. A river taxi driver shall carry clothes appropriate for the weather conditions
and the number of passengers for a particular trip, to include but not be limited
to, winter hats, boots, gloves, pants and coats.

E. Every requlated vehicle shall be equipped at all times with a video camera
surveillance system and have global positioning system capability. The
surveillance and GPS systems shall be capable of recording and storing the data
of at least 72 hours of in-service operations. The recorded data shall be stored
on board the taxicab or transmitted for storage. The stored data for the
immediately preceding 72 hours of recording shall not be altered or manipulated
by any person, and shall be made available for review and inspection by the
transportation inspector for purposes of enforcement of chapters 5.20, 5.30 and
5.40 or by a peace officer as defined in AS 1.10.060 upon request. For good
cause, the Transportation Inspector may order retention of recorded data of
specific dates, trips, or incidents for up to two years.

1.The video camera surveillance system shall have the capability to operate 24
hours a day, record video only, and be compatible with surveillance during
both daytime and nighttime. The surveillance system shall either have
continuous operation or be activated by the opening of a door, or some other
self-initiating device which does not require the specific decision or action by
the chauffeur to activate the surveillance system. The system shall be
capable of producing high-quality pictures for law enforcement use. The
system shall have cameras facing the front and rear and positioned in a
manner that provides views of the regulated vehicle interior that are visible
to passerby and does not violate privacy rights. A limousine shall not have
video surveillance of the passenger area designed and intended to provide
privacy from the chauffeur and public view, but may have a view into that
area when a privacy partition or device is open.

2. The global positioning system capability of any regulated vehicle shall either
have continuous operation or be activated by a self-initiating device which
does not require the specific decision or action by the chauffeur to activate
the global positioning system. The global positioning system in taxicabs must
be capable of alerting the monitoring station of emergencies. The dispatch
company or a company within the municipality approved by the
transportation inspector will be the monitoring station for a taxicab's global
positioning system.
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5.30.120 Insurance required.

A. Before any permit is issued for any taxicab, river taxi, limousine or bus, the
applicant shall furnish to the transportation inspector the insurance policies
required by this section, issued by an insurance company that is authorized to do
business within the state.

B. The insurance required by this section for vehicles with a manufacturer’s rated
seating capacity of six (6) persons or less, or, if @ mini-van, six (6) persons or
less seating capacity after seat removal to accommodate baggage, shall provide
coverage as follows:

1. Combined single limit for all bodily injury or property damage arising from one
(1) accident: three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000); and

2. For all persons injured or dead in any one (1) accident caused by an
uninsured motorist: One hundred thousand dollars ($100,000).

C. The insurance required by this section for vehicles with a manufacturer’s rated
seating capacity of seven (7) persons or more, or if a mini-van, seven (7)
persons or more seating capacity after seat removal to accommodate baggage,
shall provide coverage as follows:

1. Combined single limit for all bodily injury or property damage arising from one
(1) accident: Seven hundred thousand dollars ($700,000); and

2. For all persons injured or dead in any one (1) accident caused by an
uninsured motorist: One hundred thousand dollars ($100,000).

D. Every insurance policy or certificate shall contain a clause obligating the insurer
or surety to give the transportation inspector written notice no less than thirty
(30) days before the cancellation, expiration, nonrenewal, lapse, or other
termination of such insurance, unless the specified policy is for a vehicle which
will no longer be used as a taxicab. A lapse, cancellation, expiration, nonrenewal,
or termination of insurance coverage shall work an automatic suspension of any
permit for so long as the permittee is without insurance as required by this
section, and it shall be a violation of this chapter to provide taxicab service with
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a vehicle not insured as required by this section. The insurance policy shall list
the city as a certificate holder.

5.30.130 Posting of insurance notice.
Proof of insurance as required by Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC shall be carried in
the passenger compartment of all taxicabs at all times.

5.30.140 Records.
A. Every taxicab, river taxi, and limousine permittee shall maintain a current and

accurate daily list of the regulated vehicles operated pursuant to the permit. The
daily list shall contain the following information:

1. The name, address, telephone number, chauffeur’s license number and
expiration of each chauffeur operating such regulated vehicles;

2. The daily hours worked by each chauffeur operating such regulated vehicles;

3. The number of days each such regulated vehicle is operated during each
calendar month;

4, The records maintained pursuant to subsection A of this section as well as
many other records related to the operation of the permit shall be retained by
the permittee for at least six (6) months and shall be made available upon the
request of the transportation commission or the transportation inspector. The
transportation inspector may request that the permittee forward the record to
him or her on a monthly basis.

B. The records maintained pursuant to subsection A of this section as well as any
other records related to the operation of the permit shall be retained by the
permittee for at least six (6) months and shall be made available upon request of
the transportation commission or the transportation inspector. The transportation
inspector may request that the permittee forward the record to him or her on a
monthly basis.
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5.30.160 Single use of vehicle.

It is unlawful to use a regulated vehicle for any other transportation service regulated
by Chapters 5.20 through 5.50 BMC other than that service which is authorized on the
permit.

5.30.170 Vehicle horn honking.
It is unlawful to honk the horn of a taxicab from 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., Sunday

through Thursday, and from 12:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m., Friday and Saturday.

5.30.180 Safety equipment tampering prohibited.

A. Except for maintenance or repair, no person shall disconnect, cover, misdirect or
cause to be non-functional the radio identifier, silent electronic alarm,
surveillance or security camera, or global positioning system in a regulated
vehicle. Tampering with the safety equipment as described herein is a violation
subject to civil penalty of:

1. First violation. $250.00.
2. Second violation. $500.00
3. Third violation. $750.00.
4. Fourth violation. $1,000.

SecTION 3. Effective Date. This section shall become effective one hundred and
twenty (120) days after passage by the City Council.

ENACTED THIS 9™ DAY OF FEBRUARY 2016, BY A VOTE OF 4 IN FAVOR A
3 OPPOSED.

Iiichard Robb,ﬁl\;ayor

ATTEST:
€ . L1
S~ el
i Strickler, City Clerk
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