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Action: Passed 
Vote: 7-0 

CITY OF BETHEL/ ALASKA 
Resolution# 15-05 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF BETHEL REQUESTING, CONTINUED 
FUNDING FOR PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES; APPROPRIATIONS 

THROUGH THE ARMY CORP OF ENGINEERS AND OTHER AGENCIES FOR 
PORT MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FOR BETHEL; 
FEDERAL EFFORTS FOR ALTERNATIVE ENERGY IN RURAL ALASKA; 

FEDERAL SUPPORT FOR HIGH VOLTAGE, DIRECT CURRENT ELECTRIC 
GRID AND SUPPORTING NATURAL GAS OR LIQUID PROPANE AS A 

LOWER COST ENERGY TO RURAL ALASKA 

WHEREAS, the City of Bethel has many unmet needs; 

WHEREAS, the people of Bethel pay taxes and contribute to the U.S.; 

WHEREAS, the City of Bethel provides much needed resources including public safety, streets 
and roads, public utilities, planning and recreation; 

WHEREAS, the federal government has recognized the inability for local government to collect 
taxes on federal land and activities, and this impacts the financial viability of the local 
governments; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Bethel City Council, requests continued funding 
for payment in lieu of taxes (PILT). 

WHEREAS, Bethel is the .. Deep Sea Port of the Kuskokwim Alaska's Deep River Sea Port of the 
Kuskokwim .. ; 

WHEREAS, Bethel and the region rely on marine navigation and transport for many needed 
items; 

WHEREAs, we serve not only Bethel but the Kuskokwim region; 

WHEREAS, we have many infrastructure issues with our port, city dock, sea wall, and petroleum 
dock; 

WHEREAS, we are unable to fund all needed repairs; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Bethel City Council, the City of Bethel requests 
appropriations through the Army Corp of Engineers and other agencies for port maintenance 
and improvement projects for Bethel, Alaska 

WHEREAS, energy prices are extremely high in rural Alaska; 

WHEREAs, we rely primarily on barged diesel and gasoline; 

WHEREAs, the people and City of Bethel have not benefited from recent drops in oil prices; 

WHEREAS, the people and City of Bethel would benefit from lower energy prices and alternative 
energy sources; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Bethel City Council, the City of Bethel supports 
federal efforts for alternative energy in rural Alaska including wind, hydroelectric, tidal; the City 
of Bethel requests federal support for a High Voltage, Direct Current electric grid fueled by 
North Slope natural gas for rural Alaska, including Bethel; the City of Bethel supports efforts to 
bring natural gas or liquid propane as a lower cost energy to rural Alaska. 

WIIEREAS, the State of Alaska relies primarily on oil ta}(es; 

'•VIIEREAS, oil production and prices have declined; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOL'!E9 by the Bethel City Council, the City of Bethel supports 
continued oil and gas e*ploration in AlasiEa and the City of Bethel supports opening of the 
coastal plain of the Arctic National 'Nildlife Refuge (ANWR) to oil and gas e*ploration and 
development. 

ENACTED THIS 24 DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2015 BY A VOTE OF 7 IN FAVOR AND 0 OPPOSED. 

ATTEST: 

Richard Robb, Mayor 
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