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CITY OF BETHEL, ALASKA
Ordinance #14-11

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BETHEL CITY COUNCIL AMENDING SECTION 9
PUBLIC PEACE, MORALS AND WELFARE

THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Bethel, Alaska, that the Bethel
Municipal Code shall be amended and revised as follows:

SectioN 1. Classification. This ordinance is of a permanent nature and shall become
a part of the Bethel Municipal Code.

SecTioN 2. Amending BMC Title 9 The Bethel Municipal Code is amended as follows
(new language is underlined and eld-tanguage-is-stricken-out):

Chapter 9
Public Peace, Morals and Welfare

9.01 Minor Offenses Adopted.

9.02 Disturbing Official Notices.

9.03 Obstructing Fire Station.

9.04 Fireworks.

9.05 Offenses By or Against Minors.

9.06 Discharge Firearms within City Limits.

Chapter 9.01
Minor Offenses Adopted
Sections:

9.01.010 Minor Offenses Adopted

9.01.010 Minor Offenses Adopted
A. The City adopts statutes and regulations of the State of Alaska relating to minor

offenses, except for minor consuming alcohol offenses, as they presently exist and as
they may be revised in the future along with the fine schedule existing at the time and
as it may be revised in the future.

B. The City adopts the enforcement and processing mechanisms set out in Bethel
Municipal Code Chapter 10.
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Chapter-9-604
OFFENSES BY-ORAGAINST-RUBLIC- OFFICERS AND-GOVERNMENT

Chapter 9.02

Disturbing Official Notices
Sections:

9.04-026 9.02.010 Disturbing official notices.

9-04-620 9.02.010 Disturbing official notices.

It is unlawful for any person in the city to interfere with, obstruct, mutilate, conceal or
tear down any official notice or placard posted by any city officer without permission

from the officer. Violation of this sectlon is an |nfract|on andHissubjecttoa-three
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Chapter 9.03
Obstructing Fire Station
9.03.010 Obstructing fire station.
9:04-670 9.03.010 Obstructing fire station.

No person shall park any vehicle or otherwise cause any obstruction to be placed within
twenty (20) feet of the entrance to any fire station or other place where fire apparatus
is stored, or within ten (10) feet of any fire hydrant. Violation of this section is an
infraction and is subject to a three hundred ($300) dollar fine for each individual
violation.
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Chapter-9-08
OFFENSES AGAINST-PUBLICPEACE

City of Bethel, Alaska Ordinance #14-11
4 of 13



Introduced by: Council Member Sigmon
Date: April 8, 2014
Public Hearing: April 22, 2014
Action: Passed
Vote: 7-0

Chapter 9.04
Fireworks

Sections:
9.04.010 Fireworks

9.08:050 9.04.010 Fireworks and-explesives.
A——TIt is unlawful for any person in the city to sell or offer to sell dangerous fireworks
for any purpose unless they are a licensed wholesaler and meet all of the requirements
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set out in AS 18.72 et seq. In addition, any licensed wholesaler desiring to sell
fireworks within the City of Bethel, must first obtain written consent from the fire chief,
the chief of police and the city manager. Violation of this section is an infraction and is
subject to a one thousand ($1,000) dollar fine for each individual violation.
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Chapter 9.05
Offenses By or Against Minors

Sections:
9.05.010 Curfew — Definitions.
9.05.020 Curfew — Hours Designated.
9.05.030 Curfew — Exceptions.

9.05.040 Curfew — Parental Responsibility.
9.05.050 Motion picture admittance.
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9.05.060 Motion picture admittance-"X" rating.
9.05.070 Motion picture admittance- “R” rating.

9:20-005 9.05.010 Curfew — Definitions.
As used in this chapter:
A. “Guardian” means a person who is legally responsible for a youth.

B. “Emergency” means an unforeseen combination of circumstances that call for
immediate action including, but not necessarily limited to, a fire, natural disaster,
automobile accident, life-threatening iliness or accident, or any other situation requiring
immediate action to prevent physical injury or loss of life.

C. “Youth” means a person who is seventeen (17) years of age or younger and for
whom the disabilities of minority have not been removed for general purposes under AS
09.55.590.

9:20-6146-9.05.020 Curfew — Hours designated.

No youth shall be upon the public streets, alleys, vacant lots, or in public buildings or
places of amusement and entertainment or other unsupervised public places between
the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m., Sunday evening through Friday morning, and
12:00 midnight and 5:00 a.m., Friday evening through Sunday morning unless the
youth’s presence is excepted from the curfew in accordance with BMC 9:20-615
9.05.030.

9:20-615-9.05.030 Curfew — Exceptions.

It is an exception to a violation of BMC 9:20-6148 9.05.020 if, during curfew hours, a
youth is:

A. Accompanied by his or her parent or guardian.

B. On an errand at the direction of his or her parent or guardian, without any detour or
stop.

C. Involved in an emergency.

D. Engaged in an employment activity, or going to or returning from an employment
activity, without detour or stop.

E. On the public right-of-way immediately abutting the youth’s residence or immediately
abutting the residence of a next door neighbor, if the neighbor did not complain to the
police department about the youth’s presence.
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F. Attending, or going to or returning home from, without any detour or stop, an official
school, religious or other recreational activity supervised by adults and sponsored by
the city of Bethel, the Lower Kuskokwim School District, a civic organization or another
similar entity that takes responsibility for the youth.

G. Exercising First Amendment rights protected by the United States Constitution, such
as free exercise of religion, freedom of speech and the right of assembly.

9:20-020-9.05.040 Curfew — Parental responsibility.

A. No parent or guardian shall allow a youth to go at large or unaccompanied in the city
upon any public street or other place mentioned in BMC 9:268:616 9.05.020 during the
restricted hours set forth in BMC 9-20-618 9.05.020 unless the youth'’s presence in
public is excepted from the curfew under BMC 9:20:815 9.05.030.

B. A person who violates this section is guilty of an infraction is punishable by a €ivit
fine of not more than two-hundred fifty ene hundred dollars ($186250) nor less than
twenty -five doIIars ($25) Rms#ment—undeﬁhis—subseeaen—shaH—beﬂﬁsﬂtu’eed—eﬁ}y-by
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9:20-030 9.05.050 Motion picture admittance — Person defined.

“Person” is defined, for-the-purpeses-efBMEC 9:20-:040 9:06:020-and 9-20-050
9:-06:-030 within this section, as any individual, owner, employee, agent, corporate
officer or manager who is working as or for an exhibitor of motion pictures. in-an-area
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9.05.060 Motion Picture Admittance

Any person working as or for an exhibitor of motion pictures shall enforce the

recommended age restrictions of the rating standards established by the Motion Picture
Association of America.

Chapter-9:24
WEAPONS

Chapter 9.06
Weapons

9:24.648 9.06.010 Discharge of Firearms within City Limits—Aimingat-persen—
Carrying-concenled:
0-24-020—Prohibiti tod— Definitions.

9.06.010 Discharge of Firearms within City Limits—-Aiming-at-persen—=Carrying
eoncealed:

Except as reasonably necessary to protect life or property, it is unlawful for any person
in the city to:

A. Discharge any firearm er-airifle in populated areas within the City limits except in
areas-designated-by-the-eiby-manager designated shooting ranges.

B. For purposes of this chapter:
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1. “Firearms” includes firearms, or any other element relating to firearms or parts
thereof including ammunition and reloading components.

SectioN 3. Effective Date. This Title shall become effective immediately upon the
passage by the City Council.

ENACTED THIS 22 DAY OF APRIL 2014, BY A VOTE OF 7 IN FAVOR AND O

OPPOSED.
R

/57771 A. Kiefka,Mayor
e

fi Str\ck(er C|ty Clerk
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