
City of Bethel City Council Meeting Minutes 

December 11, 2012 Regular Meeting Bethel, Alaska 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

A Regular Meeting of the Bethel City Council was held on December 11, 2012 at 
6:30 pm, at the City Council Chambers, Bethel, Alaska. 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

III. ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Council Member Gene Jr. Peltola 
Council Member Joseph Klejka 
Council Member Mary Sattler 
Council Member Mark Springer 
Council Member Rick Robb 
Council Member Eric Whitney 

EXCUSED ABSENT: 

STAFF: 

Council Member Sharon Sigmon 

City Clerk KaJena Baty 
City Manager Lee Foley 

IV. PEOPLE TO BE HEARD 

David Trantham- Spoke on behalf of the Alaska Territorial Guard 
Rahnia Boyer- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
Donna Bach- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
Melinda Norwood- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
Wileina Rose- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
Agnes Phillips- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
Doug Boyer- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
Graham Knapp- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
Mary Weiss- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
Brian Knutson- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
Johnny Furlong- Spoke against Ordinance 12-09 
Bob Ellsworth- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
Zach Fansler- Spoke in support of the armory and Ordinance 12-09 
Grace Haas- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
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Katie Ellsworth- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 

V. APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AND REGULAR AGENDA 

MOVED: Robb Motion to approve the 
consent and regular 

SECONDED: Springer agenda. 

MOVED: Springer Motion to move the proclamation up to 

SECONDED: Robb 
the next order of business after 
aooroval of the agenda. 

VOTE ON MOTION 6-0 All in favor. None opposed 

MOVED: Robb Motion to remove Ord. 12-06(b) from 
the consent agenda. 

MOVED: Robb Motion to remove 11-06-2012 Special 
Meeting Minutes from the consent 
agenda. 

MOVED: Sattler Motion to remove AM 12-38 from the 
consent agenda. 

VOTE ON MAIN 6-0 All in favor. None opposed 
MOTION 

VI. SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Item A- Proclamation: Peter Atchak: Our Appreciation For Years of Service in 
Search & Recue Activities in the Community and Area. 

VII. APPROVAL OF THE MEETING MINUTES 

MOVED: 

SECONDED: 

VOTE ON MAIN 
MOTION 

City Council Meeting Minutes 

Robb Motion to approve the Special City 

Whitney 
Council Meeting Minutes of 11-06-
2012. 

6-0 All in favor. None opposed 
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Item B - 11-27-2012 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
Passed on the consent agenda. 

VIII. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

Port Commission- Council Member Springer: Cost of maintaining the small boat 
harbor is going to have to get picked up somewhere. There may be a proposal to 
the council to increase the throughput fee at the port by a penny for 
maintenance of the small boat harbor and upcoming tariff amendments. 

Planning Commission- Council Member Robb: December meeting has been 
cancelled due to the holidays and lack of an agenda. There is one opening on the 
commission and two alternates. 

Finance Committee- Finance Director, Bobby Sutton: There was no quorum at 
the last meeting. There will be no meeting in the month of December. The next 
meeting will be the fourth Thursday in January. 

Public Works Committee- Mayor Klejka: Was not at the last meeting, the minutes 
are in the packet. It was discussed that the road going across H-Marker lake is 
now safe. 

Energy Committee- Council Member Whitney: Met last week, there are two 
openings available on the committee. 

Parks & Recreation Committee- Council Member Sattler: Met on the 3rd of 
December. Discussed the various parks around Bethel and plans for 
improvements and Rhonda Sargent will develop a volunteer list for the Softball 
Parks in the summer. There was a consensus from the Committee that if the 
excise tax is approved there is a desire for the money appropriated from that tax 
to go to adults and youths' healthy activities. 

Public Safety & Transportation Committee- No one present to be heard. 

IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Item A - Public Hearing: Ord. #12-09: An Ordinance By The Bethel City 
Council Amending The Bethel Municipal Code To Enact Section 4.17 Excise Tax 
On Cigarettes And Tobacco Products. 

People to be heard: 
Bing Santamour- Spoke against Ordinance 12-09 
Melinda Norwood- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
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Melanie Jayne- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
Jennifer Huff- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
Emily Nenon- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
Tiffany Zulkowski- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09 
Brian Knutsen- Heard at public hearing, for Ordinance 12-09 
Johnny Furlong- Heard at public hearing, against Ordinance 12-09 
Doug Boyer- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09. 
Donna Bach- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09. Would like to use the 
revenue to support the armory. 
Grace Haas- Spoke in support of Ordinance 12-09. Would like to use the 
revenue to educate why tobacco products are bad. 
Laura Ellsworth- Spoke in support Ordinance 12-09 
David Trantham- Spoke against Ordinance 12-09 in its current format 

MOVED: 
SECONDED: 
VOTE ON MAIN 
MOTION 

MOVED: 
SECONDED: 
VOTE ON MAIN 
MOTION 

MOVED: 

SECONDED: 

VOTE ON MAIN 
MOTION 

MOVED: 

SECONDED: 

VOTE ON MAIN 
MOTION 

MOVED: 
SECONDED: 
VOTE ON MAIN 
MOTION 

City Council Meeting Minutes 

Robb Motion .to extend the public hearing 
Springer time for Dave Trantham 
6-0 All in favor. None opposed 

Springer Motion for 10 minute break 
Robb 
3-3 Motion fails. Peltola, Klejka and Whitney opposed 

Whitney Motion to amend the effective date of 

Sattler Ordinance 12-09 to 60 days from time 
of passing 

6-0 All in favor. None opposed 

Whitney Motion to suspend the rules to hear 

Springer from a member of the gallery, Emily 
Nenon. 

6-0 All in favor. None opposed 

Springer Motion to suspend the rules to hear 
Robb from Bobby Sutton, Finance Director 
6-0 All in favor. None opposed 
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MOVED: Whitney Motion to amend Ordinance 12-09 be 
amended regarding definition of 
distribution to remove the final words 

SECONDED: Pelto la "or distributes them to others for resale 
in the city." And replace the words with 
"these tobacco products." 

VOTE ON MAIN 6-0 All in favor. None opposed 
MOTION 

ROLL CALL VOTE FOR PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE 12-09 

VOTE ON MAIN 
MOTION 

MOVED: 
SECONDED: 
VOTE ON MAIN 
MOTION 

4-2 Motion passes, Springer and Robb opposed 

Whitney 10 minute break 
Springer 
6-0 All in favor. 

Item B - Public Hearing: Ord. #12-10: an Ordinance Amending Sections 
4.20.030m, 4.20.90e, 4.20.lOOe of the Bethel Municipal Code to Amend Local 
Preference 

People to be heard 
Ana Hoffman- In favor of the existing Local Preference Provision 

MOVED: 
SECONDED: 

MOVED: 

SECONDED: 

VOTE ON MAIN 
· MOTION 

MOVED: 
·SECONDED: 
VOTE ON MAIN 
MOTION 

City Council Meeting Minutes 

Springer Motion to adopt Ordinance 12-10 
Whitney contained on pg. 47-49 of the 

council packet. 

Springer Motion to adopt the changes made by 
the City Attorney to Ordinance 12-10 

Whitney contained on pg. 50-52 of the council 
packet. 

3-3 Motion fails Jr. Peltola, Sattler and Robb opposed 

Springer Motion to postpone until the next 
Whitney regular meeting. 
5-1 Motion passes, Robb opposed 
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Item c- Public Hearing: Ord. #12-11: Land Disposal Ordinance Authorizing 
the City Manager to Enter Into a Lease Agreement for Part of Tower Road 
Property 

People to be heard 
No one wished to be heard 

MOVED: Springer Motion to adopt Ordinance 12-11 
SECONDED: Whitney 
VOTE ON MAIN 6-0 All in favor. None opposed 
MOTION 

Item D - Funding of City Armory MOU 

X. NEW BUSINESS 

Item A - Introduction Of Ord. 12-06(b): Budget Modification for FY2013 

MOVED: Robb Motion to introduce Ordinance 12-06 
SECONDED: Springer Budget Modification 
VOTE ON MAIN 6-0 All in favor. None opposed 
MOTION 

Item B -AM 12-37: Establishing Council Meeting Dates for Calendar Year 
2013. 
Passed on consent agenda 

Item C - Request for Clarification of BMC 04.16.040F 

Council Member Sattler and Vice Mayor Pelto/a disconnected at 10:20 pm 

Item D - AM 12-38: Appointment of Johnny Furlong to the Public Safety & 
Transportation Committee. 

MOVED: Springer Motion to adopt AM 12-38: 
Appointment of Johnny Furlong to 

SECONDED: Whitney the Public Safety & Transportation 
Committee. 

MOVED: Springer Move to postpone AM 12-38 

Motion does not carry due to a lack of a second. 
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VOTE ON MAIN 
MOTION 

3-1 Motion fails, Klejka opposed 

XI. MAYOR'S REPORT 

XI. MANAGER'S REPORT 

XII. CITY CLERK'S REPORT 

XIII. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

XIV. COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

Council Member Peltola- Disconnected at 10:20 pm 

Council Member Robb- Would like to commend Peter Atchak. Thanks everyone 
that came out. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Council Member Sattler- Disconnected at 10:20 pm 

Council Member Sigmon- Not present to be heard. 

Council Member Springer- Condolences to the Swope and Kashatok families for 
the tragic and needless deaths of their family members. Minimum shelter is 
available to the homeless around Bethel. It's a shame people are freezing to 
death in our community and no one is speaking out about it. 

Council Member Whitney- Be careful on the icy road. Chamber of Commerce 
Meeting last week. Thank you to those who came to comment on the tobacco 
issue. 

Mayor Klejka- Be very careful on the roads. Attended the City Christmas Party. 
City manager Foley got his 5 year award. Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
year. 

XV. ADJOURNMENT 

MOVED: Springer Motion to adjourn. 
SECONDED: Whitney 
VOTE ON MAIN 4-0 All in favor. None opposed 
MOTION 

Council adjourned at 10:39pm. 
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ATTEST: 

City Council Meeting Minutes 
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