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1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Phillips called the meeting o order at 6:34 p.m. at the Log Cabin, Bethel, Alaska.

I ROLL CALL

Present: Anvil, Berger, Notti, Phillips, Rodgers, Sanchez-Pobrislo

Absent: O'Brien

Also Present: City Manager Bob Herron, Acting City Clerk Laurie Walters

1L PEOPLE TO BE HEARD

Antone Anvil stepped down from his Council seat to talk to the Council as a citizen of Bethel.
Mr. Anvil stated that he had been visiting a grave in the old Cemetery and kids were riding their
bikes in the cemetery across the graves. Mr. Antone expressed his concern about what he had
seen and strongly recommended to the Council that some action be taken to remedy the
problem. Mr. Antone stated that the City should move the sidewalk away from the cemetery
and put a fence along the north side of the cemetery. Mr. Antone also stated that he thought
the City had agreed some time ago to be responsible for replacing the broken crosses in the
cemetery.

Council member Rodgers stated that he recalled that a non-profit organization had committed to
replacing the broken crosses. Mayor Phillips stated that it was ONC who had committed to
doing it and did a lot of the work, but that they eventually said that there was too much.

V. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Mayor Phillips pointed out a number of corrections to the minutes of May 12; page 1 change
‘be” to "by”, page 3 change “assistance” to “assistant”, page 6 add “he”, page 8 correct spelling
of “Nicholai” and change “personnel” to “personal”.

motion M/M by Anvil, 2™ by Berger, to approve the minutes of May 12 as corrected.
vote Voice vote. Motion carried unanimously.

VL. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Mayor Phillips removed the following from the consent agenda: New Business ltem A, New
Business [tem B. Mayor Phillips then added the following to the regular agenda: Old Business
ltem B: Hitachi Trade In and Executive Session: Personnel Issues.

motion M/M by Sanchez-Pobrislo, 2™ Notti to approve the consent agenda as amended.
vote Voice vote. Motion carried unanimously,
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motion M/M by Notti, 2! by Rodgers to approve the regular agenda as amended.
vote Voice vote. Motion carried unanimously.

VIi.  MAYOR'S REPORT

Mayor Phillips stated that she wanted to wish Acting City Clerk Laurie Walters a very happy
birthday. Mayor Phillips announced that she had received a letter of interest from Mary Trailov
for the Planning Commission and that she wished to appoint Ms. Trailov to the Commission.

motion M/M by Berger, 2™ by Notti to approved the Mayor’s appointment of Mary Trailov
to the Planning Commission.
vote Voice vote. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Phillips continued with her report, stating that she had received a letter from Department
of Transportation and Facilities requesting a representative of the Council be on the
Transportation Plan Advisory Committee and asked for a volunteer from the Council. Council
member Notti indicated his interest, at which point Mayor Phillips appointed Mr. Notti to the
Committee. Mayor Phillips thanked Council member Rodgers for representing the City of Bethel
at the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Bethel National Guard Hanger. Mayor Phillips
then stated that she and Council members Berger and Notti had attended the Democratic Party
Convention at the Pacifica and thanked all those involved on the committee for the convention
for their efforts. Mayor Phillips pointed out the letter from Rep. Ivan lvan’s office regarding the
State's capital projects funding appropriations for the Bethel area. Mayor Philiips concluded her
report by announcing that she had received an invitation to the ribbon cutting ceremony for
Kasayuli Subdivision.

VI, CITY MANAGER'S REPORT

City Manager Herron pointed out the department head reports. Mr. Herron then updated the

Council on the following:

= City Engineer, Sam Kito of ASCG, and his assistants traveled to Bethel on May 14 and
helped the Port Director and other departments with projects they are planning, which was
helpful during the budget work sessions.

* The Lower Kuskokwim School District has been very helpful in identifying drug-free zones in
the City and some of these are around the schools. With the State laws in place regarding
drug-free schools zones, it should be easier for the City to curtail bootlegging and drug
dealing in those problems areas of which many are near schools.

*» Prepared a list of priorities for the Animal Control/Code Enforcement Officer, until such time
that the Public Safety Commission has an opportunity to discuss the issue.

* DOT and the City have entered into an informal agreement on the possible distribution of
their calcium chloride that will help the City limit the dust problem on the roads this summer.

* BNC International will be in town this summer and have shown an interest in working with
the City to remove the asbestos from the old firehouse building on Third Avenue.

= The possible trade between the City and the Alaska National Guard is going well.

» Contacted John Horne of DOT regarding the paving of the basketball court and will be
mesting with his engineer next week to see what can be done. ,

» Last year the City did not take the D.A.R.E. grant, but the Police Department decided to
continue the program this year and used their own money to do so. Would recommend that
the City Council approve application and acceptance of the grant if it should come up again
this year.
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»  Wili be meeting with Ron Woods and Kit Duke of the Court System on June 4 to discuss the
Courthouse |lease negotiations.

» Was approached by Duane Wible representing a group interested in keeping the Council
meetings on the air, asking whether the City Council would consider paying for a portion of
the cost to broadcast the Council meetings on KYUK radio.

Council member Anvil was excused from the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

IX. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Mayor Phillips pointed out the work session scheduled for June 3 regarding the no-smoking
ordinance.

Public Works Committee
Councii member O'Brien was absent and there was no report.

Port Commission

Council member Rodgers reported that the Commission met on May 18. Mr. Redgers stated
that the Commission supported the recommendation by the Port Director to eliminate the daily
moorage fee and use the daily dockage fee in its place. Mr. Rodgers reported that the pile
driving at the small boat harbor was completed and that Red Samm Construction would begin
seeding the Seawall slope on June 15.

Public Safety Commission
Council member Anvil was absent and there was no report.

Finance Committee
Mayor Phillips pointed out that minutes from the last Committee meetings were in the packet.

Planning Commission

Council member Notti deferred comment to City Planner John Malone who reported that HDR
has completed the final draft of the transportation element of the Bethel Comprehensive Plan.
Mr. Malone stated that the next and final phase of the Comp Plan will be started in June and
completed in August.

Council member Sanchez-Pobrislo initiated a discussion regarding road standards and
responsibility for maintenance. Further discussion followed on streetlights in subdivisions.

Youth Services Committee
Council member Sanchez-Pobrislo reported that next meeting is scheduled for June 9.

Council member Sanchez-Pobrislo asked Public Safety Commission Chairman Tom Hildreth
what the Commission could do about putting “children playing” signs up around town. Mr.
Hildreth stated that the Commission had made that recommendation in the past, but were told
that there was not money in the budget for the signs. Mr. Hildreth stated that the Commission
had also recommended lowering the speed limit in the subdivisions, but if memory served
correctly, the Commission ran into some legal challenges, Additional discussion followed. The
Council agreed by consent to direct the Public Safety Commission to discuss street signs in
general at their next meeting.

X. OLD BUSINESS

item A: Public Hearing of Ordinance #88-05 Authorizing the Disposal by Lease of an
Interest in Real Property in Furtherance of the Development of Local Trade or
Industry to General Communication Incorporated (GCI).
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Mr. Trantham whether the letter was acceptablé, Mr. Trantham replied that it was not acceptable,
and Mr. Notti returned to his Council seat.

Mr. Trantham then spent several minutes reviewing the comments made by Mr. Notti as noted in
past Council minutes. Mr. Trantham stated that the City’s personnel rules provide that there shall
be no assassination of character, and that the comments made by Mr. Notti were very unfavorable,
and could be considered character assassination. Mr. Trantham reported that misconduct is one
of the provisions which allow for the citizens of Bethel to recall a Council member. Mr. Trantham
warned that if the Council did not take punitive measures against Mr. Notti this sort of thing would
happen again. Mr. Trantham informed the Council that he had requested this appeal in an effort to
clear his name, and that by putting this on the agenda it also relieves the City of its legal liability.
Mr. Trantham stated that he had accomplished what he intended to do and that any further liability
remaining was between Mr. Notti and himself. Directing his comments to Mr. Notti, Mr. Trantham
impressed that Mr. Notti should resign his Council seat after doing what he did. In conclusion,

Mr. Trantham requested that the Council not allow Mr. Notti to rebut his comments and that they
move on to the next item of business.

Mayor Phillips allowed Mr. Notti to approach the podium and respond to Mr. Trantham’s
comments. Mr. Notti stated that it is the right of every citizen to come to the Council and express
their opinion. But when they come stating what they believe is fact, it is the responsibility of the
Council to question those comments, and Mr. Notti stated that was the only thing he'd ever done.
Mr. Notti stated that because he had questioned what Mr. Trantham brought to the podium as fact
he had had his character assassinated by Mr. Trantham. Mr. Notti stated that after Mr. Trantham'’s
comments, it would be a very long time before he would apologize to Mr. Trantham. Council
member Notti returned to his seat.

Mayor Phillips stated that she realized there were disagreements as to the facts and would like to
put the correction of the minutes on the agenda for a later date.

Coungcil member Rodgers stated that if Mr. Notti refused to publicly apologize, he should resign
from his Council seat. Mr. Rodgers stated that the Council was not there to butt heads, but to do a

job.

motion M/M by Rodgers, 2™ by Pobrislo requesting that if Council member Notti refused to
publicly apologize to Mr. Trantham according to what was done and the minutes
reflect, that he resign his position on the City Council.

Mayor Phillips stated that Mr. Notti had apologized, but that Mr. Trantham did not accept it.

Council member Sanchez-Pobrislo, in agreement with Mr. Rodgers, stated that she believed this
was personal and that she respects both men, but that there are more important things to be done.
Further discussion foilowed before Mr. Trantham stated that if he received something in writing
which stated that he did not give misleading testimony, this thing would end right then.

Mr. Rodgers stated that his motion reflected the correction of the minutes on behalf of

Mr. Trantham.

Council member Sanchez-Pobrislo asked Mr. Notti if he was going to apologize to Mr. Trantham.
Mr. Notti stated that he had gone as far as to write an apology, which was not accepted by

Mr. Trantham and that was as far as he could go. Mr. Rodgers stated that depending on what
Council member Notti did, he would withdraw his motion.
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Mayor Phillips then called for a 5-minute break. The mesting was reconvened at 9:20 p.m.

Council member Notti, addressing Mr. Trantham, stated that if this could be dropped right then he
would apologize without qualification.

Mr. Trantham accepted Mr. Notti’'s apology.

Council member Rodgers withdrew his motion, and was concurred by Council member Sanchez-
Pobrislo.

Item H: Discussion-Elimination of Daily Moorage Along Seawall -

Council member Rodgers stated the elimination of the daily moorage fee along the seawall
would save confusion and paperwork at the Port, and that the Port Commission was
recommending that the City do away with the daily moorage fee and use the daily dockage fee
in its place.

City Manager Herron stated that City Administration supported the recommendation of the Port
Commission.

motion M/M by Rodgers, 2™ by Notti to draft a resolution for the next meeting.
vote Voice vote. Motion carried unanimously.

Xli.  COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS

Sanchez-Pobrislo-Said hello to her family.

Rodgers-Apologized for getting worked up during budget ordinance introduction, wasn't very
well informed. Thanked Mr. Notti for ending the issue between the City and Mr. Trantham.
Phillips- Had a very good weekend. Reminded the Council and public that we should honor
our veterans who have served and died for our country.

Berger-Informed Council of upcoming free one day conference on June 9 regarding
Fundamentals of Successful Exporting to be held at the college. Received an economic
development grant application from National Center for Small Communities in cooperation with
the Walmart Company.

Notti-Wished Carlo a birthday and gave recognition to the Police Department for a well run
operation in the absence of a permanent Chief and Lieutenant.

Xl EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Council took a 10-minute break before beginning the Executive Session.

motion M/M by Rodgers, 2™ by Berger to go into Executive Session for the purpose of
City Personnel issues at 9:43.

vote Voice vote. Motion carried unanimously.

mofion M/M by Rodgers, 2™ by Sanchez-Pobrislo to come out of Executive Session at
9:51 p.m.

vote Voice vote. Motion carried unanimously.
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motion M/M by Rodgers, 2™ by Sanchez-Pobrisio to follow the recommendation of the
City Manager.
vote Voice vote. Motion carried unanimously.

XIV. ADJOURNMENT

motion M/M by Rodgers, 2" by Sanchez-Pobrislo to adjourn at 9:52 p.m.
vote Voice vote. Motion carried unanimously.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 9™ DAY OF JUNE, 1998

Agnes L. Phillips, Mayor
ATTEST:

Gaye J. Vaughan, City Clerk




