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AN ORDINANCE PRESCRIBING QUALIFICATIONS OF
VOTERS AND CANDIDATES, NOMINATICH TO OFFICE
AWD SETTING UP THE ENTIRE ELECTION PROCEDURE
FOR THE CITY OF BETHEL, ALASKA; and PROVIDING
FENALTIES AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

i

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF BETHEL, ALASKA:

Section 1. JQualifiestion of Voters,

All cltizens of the United States, nineteen (19) years of age and
over, who are actual bona fide residents of Alaska, and who have been such

residents continuously during the entire year immediately preceding the elec-

tion, and who have been such residents continmuously for thirty (30} days next m
preceding the election in the City of Bethel, Alaska, and who are able to read |
6R Speqn , |
ged—write the English language as provided by the laws of Alaska, and who are w
not barred from voting by any other provision of law, shall be entitled to
vote at any election held in the City of Bethel, Alaska,

Section 2, Candidates Qualification -~ Nomination,

(a) Qualification of candidate: No person shail hold any elective

office, or be eligible to seek election thereto, unless he be & qualified

elector of the city.
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(b) Declaration of candidacy: - Any qualified elector of the city
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may be nominated for elective office by filing a declaration of candidacy there-
of on a form provided by the city clerk. Said deelaration shall be sigred and
filed with the city clerk not earlier than thirty days nor later than thres

days before the election., Otherwise they shall be unacceptable. A two dollar

($2.00) filing fee shall accompany every declaration of candidacy.

(¢} Time for withdrvawing candidacy: Any candidate may withdraw his
nomination not later than the last day of filing for declarations of candidacy
by filing a written notice of withdrawal with the city clerk.

Section 3. Annual General Flection,

There shall be held on the day of September in each year

in the City of Bethel, Alaska, a general election for the purpose of electing
seven (7) council members and then decide such other guestions or propositions |

88 may require a vote of the people, and are ordered placed upon the ballot for

the general election,
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Section 4, Special Flections,

Special elections may be called by the council in the same manner
and upon the same notice as required for general elections.

Section 5, Notice of Flection.

That it shall be the duty of the clerk of the City of Bethel to
publish or post in three (3) public places in said ecity at least ten (10) days
before any general or specilal election, a notice of such election.

Section 6. Appointment of Election Officers,

It shall be the duty of the council, at a regular, or specilal meeting
held at least five (5} days previous to the date of holding the election, to
appoint, from the qualified electors of the City of Bethel, three (3) judges
of election, one of whom shall be designated as the inspector, who shall con-
stitute the board of election, who shall enter on separate poll lists the name
of each elector whose ballot has been received numbering each pame as it is
taken down.

Section 7. Oath ofElection Officers.

The inspector and judges, aforesaid, of election, shall severally

take and subscrlbe the oath or affirmation hereinafter directed, which shall be!

|
administered by any officer having power and authority to administer oaths, ”
i
i

and shall be filed with the municipal clerk, which oath or affirmation may be
in substantially the Tollowing form:

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that T will duly
attend at the ensuing election during its con-
tinuance; that I will not receive any ballots or
votes from any person other than such as I firm-
1y believe to be entitled to vote at such elec-
tion, according to the laws of Alasks and the
ordimnces of the City of Bethel; nor will I re-
fuse t0 receive any votes, or ballots, from any
person, or persons, whom I believe to be entitled
to vote as aforesaid; and I will, in all things
truly, impartially and faithfully perform my duty
therein to the best of my Judgment and ability.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day
of s 19

Section 8, Inspector.

-

That the Inspector shall be chairmsn of the electionboard, and after
hls appointment he shall have the power to edminister all necessary oaths or
affirmations which may be required during the progress of the election. He

shall also have the power to f£111 any vacency which may occur in the board

until their duties are completed,
alu M



vote for any office; and such ballot shall be counted the same as if printed

Section 9. Ballots, Typing, Contents.

AlL ballots used at any eleetion of said clty shall Wm typed on white
paper of good quality, at the expense of the city, and shall be furnished to
the said election board by the municlpal clerk., Such ballots shall contain
the names of all candidates whose nomiration for any office speclifled in the
ballot has been filed with the municipal clerk according to the provisions of
this chapter, and not otherwlse, The name of each candidate shall be placed
under the designation of the office for which he has been nominated, and when
meHm is more than one candidate for such office, the names of such candidates
shall be arranged in alphabetical order. At the end of the list of candidates
shall be left a blank space, Or spaces, large enough for the names of candidates

to be written in, and nothing contained in this chapter shall prevent any elec-

tor from writing on his ballot the name of any person for whom he desires to

and marked by the voter,
Such ballot shall also contain the affirmative and negative of any
other question, or proposition, to be voted upon at such election.

Section 10. Sample Ballot Posted.

At least one day before the election, the municipal clerk shali
cause to be posted, in the Hmow where the election is to be held, and in at m
least three (3) public places in the city, specimen ballots with instructions
to voter. The specimen ballot shall be the same as the offleial ballot, and
shall be printed or typewritten on colored pbaper, and should be stamped sample, |
The Instructions shall designate the mmmm of the election, the polling place,
and the hours during which the polls shall be open,

Section 11, Number of Ballots,

The municipal clerk or secretary shall cause to be deliverad to the
Judges of election, at least twenty (20) more ballots than the highest number
of votes cast at the last regular or special election. He shall also deliver
to the Judges two poll books, one of which shall be for the voter to sign his

or her pame at the time of recelving the ballot and the other for an election
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reverse side of the ballot by the clerk or secretary if no such stamp is

Judge to also enter the name of the person voting, both poll books being num-
bered in sequence, The clty shall also furnish to the Jjudges a rubber stamp
bearing the words, OFFICIAL BATLOT, CITY OF BETHEL, and & line in which to

wrlte the date of election; provided that this may be typed on the top and

avallable,

Sectiorn 12. Hours of Voting.

The polls at all general or special electlons shall be opened at the
WoﬁH of elght o'clock a.m. on the date of the election and shall be kept open
continuously until eight o'clock p.m. of the same day. All voters in line to
vote on or before eight o’clock p.m. shall have the right to vote,

Section 13, Opening Pells.

Tmmediately after opening the polls, and before receiving any ballots,
the inspector shall proclaim in a loud volce from the doors of the polling
place, that the polls of such election are open.

Seetion 14, Delivery of Ballot to Elector.

When any person offers to vote an any election, the inspector shall

Fre

announce hls name in an audible voice, and if there by no objections to his

qualifications as an elector, and after he has signed the poll book, he shall

receive from the inspector, or ome of the judges, one ballot. Before deliver-
ing any ballot to an elector the inspector, or judge, shall print on the back,
near the top of the ballot, with the rubber stamp, or other stamp provided for

that purpose, the designation "Official Balle:, City of Bethel,

, 19 ", unless otherwise typed on the reverse of the baliot, and

N
shell write the initials of his name thereon. '

Section 15, Marking and casting ballots -- Spoiled ballots.

On receiving his ballot, the elector shall forthwith, and without
leaving the mlling place, retire alone to one of the places, booths or compart-
ments, and prepare his baliot, He shall prepare his ballot by making & eross
(X) before the name of the person for whom he wishes to vote, and similarly

mmwwmum the affirmative or negative of any proposition stated in the ballot.
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-any ballot upon which the official stamp, as hereinbefore provided, does not

P

After preparing his ballot, the elector shall Pold it so that the face of the
ballot shall be concealed, and so that the endorsement stamped thereon can be
seen, He shall then vote forthwith, before leaving the polling place, by
handing his ballot to one of the election officers who shall immediately depos-
1t the mmam in a ballot box to be provided for the purpose.

Not more than one person shall occupy the booth at the same dwswu
and no person shall be permitted to occupy any booth or compartment longer
than shall be necessary to prepare his ballot, and in no event for a longer
Period than five (5) minutes, provided the other booths are occupied.

Any voter who shall by accident, or by mistake, spoil his ballot,
may, upon returning the same to the election board, receive another in place

thereof,

Section 16, Assistance in marking ballot. Jm@

| Any duly qualified elector of said nwawwmmnwmamm to the Jjudges of
the election that, owing to any physical disability he is unable to mark hisg
ballot, shall, upon request, receive the assistance of any one, or two, of the
election officers in the marking thereof,

Sectlon 17. Casting official ballot.

No inspector, or Judge, of election shall deposit in any balliot box, |,

W

appear, or which conteins on the outside thereof, any mwwdwumdeWHmm impression,

mark, device, or color. When any ballot ig so rejected, it mist be endorsed
on the back thereof, "rejected", and signed by = majority of the election

board,

Section 18. Challenge, procedure, oath,

Any person offering to vote may be challenged as unqualified by any
one of the election officers or by any legal voter or bystander, and it shall
be the duty of the inspector and each of the Judges to challenge any person
offering to vote, whom they know, suspect, or believe not to be qualified as
an elector, and any person so challenged shall not be entitled to vote unless
he first submits to & cross-examination upon his gualifications, by either

the inspector or Judges, after havingtnken and subscribed to the following oath:




I do sclemnly swear that I am 3 citizen of
the United States. That I am over the age

of nineteen (19) years and have resided con-
tinuously for one year next preceding this
election, in the State of Alaska, and thirty
(30) days next preceding this election, with-
in the corporate limits of the City of Bethel,
and that I have not voted this day; that I
will truthfully answer all questions propound-
ed to me by, or under the direction of, the
officers of election, touching my qualifica-
tions as an elector and my right to vote at
this election.

And after having taken and subscribed the foregoing oath, and been examined by
the Judges of sald election, the said judges are satisfied that such person is
entitled to vote, he shall be permitted to do so. If rot so satisfied, 1t
shall be the duty of sald officers of said election, to reject such ballot.

Sectlon- 19. Counting Ballots, Tally.

As soon as the plls are closed the judges shall open the ballot box
mw@ commence counting the ballots, and continue without adjournment until they
are ell counted; and In no case shall the ballot box be removed from the room
in which the election was held, until all the ballots have been counted. The
ballots shall be taken out earefully, one by one, by the inspector, or one of

the judges, who shall open them and read aloud the name of each person therein

contained, and the office for which said person is voted for; and the vote on
any proposition placed on the ballot. Two (2) judges shall write down each
office to be filled and the pame of each person voted for such office, and
shall keep the number of votes by tallies, as they are read sloud by the inspec-
tor;. and, in like manner, the affirmative and negative af any proposition
voted upon.

Section 20, Rejecting ballots,

If two or Howm.wwnwmdm are found folded together they shall both be
rejected; and if more persons are designated on any ballot for any office,
than are to be elected to such office, such part of the ticket shall not be
counted for any of them; but no ballot, or part thereof, shell be rejected for
want of form or mistake in initlels, or spelling names, 1f the judges can
determine, to thelr satisfaction, the person, or persons, voted for, and the

office intended,
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Section 21. Disposition of ballots.

>

It shall be the duty of the Inspector, or cne of the Judges, to string

the ballots at the time of counting, and after all the ballots have been
counted and strung, it shall be the duty of the inspector to place the ballots,
B0 strung and counted, together with any ballots that have been rejected, in

& sealed envelope, or envelopes, and write thereon, "Ballots of the City of

Bethel, Alaska, cast at the election held this day of 3

19 ", and deliver the said mm<mwowmu or envelopes, to the munieipal clerk, to

be retained, unopened, for a period of six (6) months, to be used as evidence

only in case of contest. At the expiration of that time they shall be destroyed

in the presence of two (2) members of the council appointed for that purpose.

Section. 22, Certificate and return of election.

As soon as all the ballots are counted a certificate drawn up on
mmnﬁ of the papers containing the poll list and tallies, or attached thereto
stating the number of votes each candidate has recelved, and designating the
office for which he received the votes; and declaring the perscn, or persons,
receiving the highest number of votes for any office to be duly elected to such
office, and in like manner certifying the vote cast in the affirmative and in
the negative of any proposition voted upon. Each certificate shall be signed
by the clerk, inspector, and judges of the election. One of said certificates,
together with ballots, poll lists and tally sheets, shall be delivered %o the
municipal clerk and by him entered in the city records.

Section 23. Tie vote procedure.

If two (2) or more persons shall have received an equal and the
highest number of votes for one and the same office, the minieipal clerk shall
give notice to each of mﬂmw persons to attend at a time and place appointed by
said municipal clerk, who shall then and there publicly proceed to determine,
by lot, which of the persons so having an equal number of votes shall be dew
clared duly elected; and shall issue to such person, so declared elected, his

certificate accordingly,




-and canvass all elections returns. The canvass may be postponed, Ffor cause,

.and for and against each proposition voted upon at such an election., The re-

.election in the Clty of Bethel, who is not a duly qualified voter at such elec-

Section 2Lk, Canvassing board.

() On the first Monday after an electlon city couneil shall meet

.from day to day.
(b) The canvase of all election returns shall be made in publiec by

opening the returns and tellying the number of votes cast for each candidate,

sult of the election shall be publicly declared by the council, and entered
upon the public records of such meeting. The records therein shall show:

(1) The mmber of votes cast in such election.

(2) The nesmes of the persons voted for.

(3) The proposition voted upon at such election.

(k) The offices votedfor and the number of votes cast for each
candidate, and the mmber of votes csst for and against each proposition at
such election.

Section 25, Violation of election laws.

Any person who shall knowlingly vote, or attempt to vote, at any

tion, shall be deemed guilty of & misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof,
shall be fined twenty-five ($25.00) dollars or imprisoned for five (5) days,
or both such fine and imprisonment,

Section 26. Effective Date.

Thls ordinance shall become effective upon its pasasge and approval.

Pagsed the rlﬁ\ﬁu« of &\S}\m\ s Hm“ \v by a vote of
um ayes and RQ . nmwm.mmv

APPROVED the FMx»\ day of e y me“vn

ATTEST: “ﬁ, .
@ ww £ \D &
§\§\.§ I/ \Sf%, [ Q;N .

Mayor

Clerk - mmnwm&mdﬁm\\




CITY OF BETHEL
Box 626
Bethel, Alaska

Amendment to Section3, Ordinsnce Ho. 14

Section 3 shall resd as follows: there shall be held on the first Tuedey of Uctober
in esch year in the City of Bethel,fl ska A Uenersl Eleczion for the purposs of
electing four Council members in even numbered yeesrs snd thres members in

odd nunbered yeers, The term of office shell be two yerrs. There shell be no
limitetion on the number of consecutive terms for eayonse. In the firs elettion
after sdoption of this Ordinence 211 present Council members shellhave the

right to be o Csndidete to eny of the seats. In the first electin under this
Ordinence four members will be elscted for s one yesr Serm end three for etwo yesr
Tterm. A Council Presidentshall be elected esch yeer by snd from the Councilmembers.

Amendment to Section 6 of Ordinsce No.14.

Section 6 shell resd: It shell be the duty of the couneil, st s reguler, or
special meeting neld st lerst five (5) deys previous to the dete of holding

the election, to »ppoint, from the quelified electors of the City of Bethel, st
lesst three but no more than five judzes of election, ome of whom shell be
designeted s the inspector, who shsll counstiture thz bosrd of election, who
shall enter on seperrte poll lists the nsme of esch elector whode bellot hes
been received numbering eech nsme ss it is teken down.

The Deep Sea Port of the Kuskokwim
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