Resolution #37

Requesting Assistance from the Governor of
Alasks, the Deportment of Public Safety,
and the Departuent of Law for Proper and
Adequate Folice Service in the Bethel Area.

Whereas, the average troower per urban population is 1 per 1,991
while the averagse trooper per rural population is 1 per
2,725; and

Whereas, the average trooper per urbsn area is 1 per 2,094 sq.mi.
while the averase trooper per rural area is 1 per 24,800
s.mi.; and

Whereas, the Bethel arca requires at least 3.5 troopers on the
averace for proper police protection; and

Whereas, the Department of Public Safety, although it is obliged
by the State statubte to provide sald police protection,
and ~lthoveh the last Legislabure increased the total
number of State troopers by 15, the Department has not
provided adequate police protection for the area, and in
faet has recently reduced the Troopers in Bethel to one; and

Whereas, this reduction has required the State Trooper now under
Pull~time contract to the Clty of Lethel to leave the City
from time to time on State business, in violetion of said
contract; and

Whereas, great numbers of people have been left withoubt police
protection nromisad by the State statutes, among them the
villapes of Akiaschuk, akiak, Alukanuk, Aniak, Chefornak,
Chevak, Sek, Bmnonak, Fortuna Ledoe, Goodnews Bzy, Holy
Cross, Hamilton, Hoeper oy, Kalskag, Lower Kalskag,
Kasigluk, Kipnuk, Kotlik, Kwethlulk, Kwigillingok, Mecoryuk,
Mountain Village, Napskizk, Napaskiak, Newtok, mightmute,
Nunapitchuk, Pilot Station, Pitka's Point, Platimus,
Quinhagalc, Russian ilission, St. Mery'’s, Scammon cay,
Tuluksak, Tununsk, Tuntutuliak, Toksook Bay, and others,

Whereas, emergencies in the above villanes are delayed by
State Police until a tronper arrives from Anchorage, 500
miles distant, snd often 3 or 4 days away; and

Whersas, law and order in the oethel area will deteriorate if
the discriminatory nrocedures cited above are not
ceased imuediately;
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Pare 2, Resolution #37
Be It Resolved By The City Council of Bethel, Alaska:

1. That the Governor of Alaska, the Commissioner of the
Department of Safety, and the Chief Justice of the State
of Alaska take note of thig condition of law and
protection in westward Alaska; and

2, That immediate assistance Trom the Governor, the Commissioner,
and the Chief Justice follow this resolution, so that this
critical problem will be alleviated, and inequlities 1n the
distribution of police adjusted fairly, throughout all
of the State of Alaska,

Copies of This idesolution Shall Be Sent to Governor Walter Je
Hickel, Commissioner Mel Personett, Chief Justice Buell Nesbitt,
Senate Prasident John butrovich, Spemkev William boardman,
Senator Ray Christisnsen, Bepresentatives George H. Hohmqn Jr.
and John vestdsahl, Magistrate Wora Guinn, and Coun011 Pre81dents
of All Villages in the Bethel Area.

Paszsed and APbLOVLd by the Council of the City of Bethel, Alaska

By a Vote of __.7 _ Ayes =nd _ O _ WNays

This /O  Day of R, , 1967.
o / = ‘
APPROVLD: s AITaL: PR
h A S : =l c’;zf e (e
Mayor 6'exk

s



