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CITY OF BETHEL, ALASKA

ORDINANCE #10-20 (SUBSTITUTE)
AN ORDINANCE BY THE BETHEL CITY COUNCIL 
ESTABLISHING METERED WATER AND SEWER RATES
WHEREAS, the City of Bethel (“City”) operates water and sewer utilities to provide water and sewer services in Bethel; 
WHEREAS, provision of such services to Bethel is in the best interest of the public; 

WHEREAS, despite an increase in water and sewer rates in 2009, the City of Bethel’s present water and sewer rate structure in the Water & Sewer Enterprise Fund does not cover all costs;
WHEREAS, the City has recently installed and tested a metering system to allow for accuracy in billing; 

WHEREAS, the City’s use of meters will encourage conservation of water and assess charges at a fair rate; 

WHEREAS, charging a fair rate for piped water and sewer will help to eliminate a disparity between the value of piped and hauled services; 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of Bethel, Alaska; that:

Section 1.  Classification.  This ordinance is permanent and general in nature and shall be placed in the Bethel Municipal Code.
Section 2. Content.  Section 13.16.020(G) & 13.16.030(C) of the Code are hereby amended to read as follows (new language is underlined and deleted language is stricken out):

13.16.020 Water service.
For the providing of residential/commercial water service within the city the following charges shall be made:

G.  Residential/commercial piped water rates:

1. Flat rate (non-metered): one hundred twenty-five dollars and eight cents ($125.08) per month per dwelling unit;
2. Commercial metered service: twenty-six dollars and fifty cents ($26.50) per one thousand (1,000) gallons;
3.
Residential metered service: sixty-four dollar ($64.00) flat rate plus two and six tenths cents ($.026) per gallon;
3. Water service picked up at the pump house: three cents ($.03) per gallon (seventy-five cents ($.75 per minute approximately three cents ($.03) per gallon)

4. Water service picked up at the pump house: three cents ($.03) per gallon (seventy-five cents ($.75 per minute approximately three cents ($.03) per gallon.
3.16.025 Protection from plumbing failure. 

In cases where a documented plumbing malfunction or breakage occurs in a metered residence, and there is an unusually high water usage, the customer can request a reversal of fees above and beyond an average rate reflecting three month’s metered consumption. Such reversal shall be at the discretion of the city administration.
13.16.030 Sewage service.
For the providing of residential/commercial sewage service within the city the following charges shall be made:

C.
Piped sewer service:


1.  Flat rate (metered and non-metered service): thirty-three dollars and ninety-two cents 



($33.92) per month per dwelling unit;
3. Commercial metered service: seventeen dollars and forty-nine cents (17.49) per one 

thousand (1,000) gallons.
Section 3.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall not take effect until two months of mock bills are sent to customers, and not later than December 31, 2010.
ENACTED THIS 25 DAY OF MAY BY A VOTE OF 5 IN FAVOR AND 2 OPPOSED.











                                                                                 ________________________








Joseph Klejka, Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________

Lori Strickler, City Clerk
City of Bethel, Alaska 
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