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City of Bethel, Alaska    
City Council Minutes 
May 28, 2002 Regular Meeting Bethel, Alaska 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
A regular meeting of the Bethel City Council was held on May 28, 2002, at 6:30 p.m. in the council 
chambers, Bethel, Alaska. 
 
Mayor Rodgers called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Comprising a quorum of the Council, the following were present: 
 
 Carl Berger   Jerry Drake   
 Hugh Short, Jr.  Sue Trantham 
 Stanley Rodgers Dario Notti 
 
Excused absence(s): Gary Vanasse 
Unexcused absence(s): none 
  
 Also in attendance were the following: 
  
 Robert Herron, City Manager 
 Janette Persinger, City Clerk 
 Louann Cutler, City Attorney  
 
SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
A. Proclamation congratulating the JROTC Drill Team for their successes at the 
Nationals Competition in Florida, May 3, 2002 
 
Due to a conflict in the drill team’s schedule – there were no members of the drill team to accept the 
proclamation. 

 

 
PEOPLE TO BE HEARD 
Darcy Anderson and Hoppie Whitman – on behalf of the 2002 Community Initiative Ice Classic 
Ms. Anderson and Ms. Whitman thanked the Mayor and members of the council for their support of 
the kick off year of the Ice Classic. In addition, the former chief of police, Robert Petitt, the acting 
chief of police, George Dahl, and the police department were thanked for their involvement. Also 
thanked – the City Manager’s office, Diane Taff-Roy, and Gary Watson for facilitating and 
coordinating the activities. As a token, Ms. Anderson and Ms. Whitman presented members of the 
council and members of the public – ice needles collected from breakup. 
 
Hugh Dyment – spoke to the issue of the enforcement of sales tax on home sales. Mr. Dyment 
expressed the fact that he does not object to the tax, however, being as this enforcement is new – 
Mr. Dyment would like to be given the opportunity to work out a payment plan with the city. A 
possible option would be to paying the $2500.00 over time. Mayor Rodgers advised Mr. Dyment to 
speak to the city manager in the morning to determine if a mutual agreement could be reached. 
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John Skillman – spoke to issue of the enforcement of sales tax on home sales and presented the 
Cooley’s letter. Mr. Skillman expressed his concern over the increased costs and the ability of younger 
people who may be trying to get established in Bethel. Mr. Skillman suggested that perhaps the tax 
could be restructured to allow more expensive homes to be taxed.   
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOVED BY: Drake 
SECONDED BY: Berger 

To approve the minutes of the April 23, 2002 and May 
14, 2002 regular meeting, and May 20, 2002 special 
meeting. 

 *Corrections noted by city clerk.  
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
MOVED BY: Drake 
SECONDED BY: Berger 

To approve the regular agenda and consent agenda 
after adding new business item E: Resolution 
directing the city attorney to draft an ordinance 
providing availability to off-road vehicles on city 
owned or maintained roads and item F: Council 
member appointment to the People’s Learning Center 
Board of Directors.  

 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
The Mayor’s Report included the following: 

 
• Email from Paul Richards – City Lobbyist – regarding the end of the Session for Bethel –

Mayor Rodgers thanked Mr. Richards and City Manager Bob Herron for their lobbying efforts 
• News Release from Alaska Housing Finance Corporation regarding Construction Material 

Costs 
• Letter and press release from Government Finance Officers Association notifying the City of 

Bethel that the finance department has received the Distinguished Budget Presentation 
Award for the current fiscal year from the Government Finance Officers Association 

• Letter from Dan and Wendy Cooley regarding sales tax on real estate 
• News Release from Senator Lyman Hoffman 
• Newsletter from Senator Alan Austerman from Kodiak regarding the fishing, funding, and 

fiscal gap 
• Governor’s Talking Points for the week of May 14 and 20, 2002 

 
Council member Berger thanked Senator Lyman Hoffman and Representative Mary Kapsner for 
their efforts.  
 
Mayor Rodgers directed the city manager to compose a letter of appreciation to Senator 
Hoffman and Representative Kapsner from the council and manager’s office. Manager Herron 
agreed and added his recommendation that the City of Bethel would host a public reception for 
Senator Hoffman and Representative Kapsner. Mayor Rodgers added his approval to the 
reception. 
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MANAGEMENT TEAM’S REPORT 
 
City Manager Herron noted the management reports included in Council packets.  

• Acting Chief of Police, George Dahl, commented on the curfew issue. Chief Dahl 
noted that the curfew ordinance in Anchorage – which the Bethel ordinance is 
modeled after – is in question by the ACLU as to its legality and has been advised by 
Louann Cutler, the city attorney, of that fact. To that end, the police officers are not 
issuing citations to minors but are conducting field investigations and taking 
appropriate actions.   

• Negotiations have concluded with the union. Currently, employees are voting on the 
tentative agreements and employees are in the midst of their mail-in ballots. There 
will be a notification of the vote on June 4, 2002 and a recommendation to council 
will be presented to the council on June 11, 2002. 

• The weather has been favorable for work within the City of Bethel. 
 
Mayor Rodgers commented on the DMV. He is pleased to see that it has been re-opened and 
complimented Judy Keeler on her public relations skills.  
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Senior Advisory Board 
Council member Berger reported that the board held their meeting on Friday, May 24, 2002. It was 
the first time that the board had met in about four months. Suggestions were made to re-establish a 
Bethel Elders Conference. The gardening project will be started again this summer. The next meeting 
will be held on Monday, June 10, 2002 at 10:30am.  
 
Parks and Recreation Committee 
Council member Trantham was out of town and not able to a end the mee ing. 
 
Planning Commission 
Council member Not i was out o  town and not able to attend the meeting. Council member Notti 
reviewed the minutes in the council’s packet.  
 
Port Commission 
Mayor Rodgers reported that the port commission met on May 20, 2002. Due to the special council 
meeting he was able to attend approximately 25 minutes of the port commission meeting. A special 
discussion item concerning the new Brown Slough seawall area was brought before the commission. 
In the form of a letter – Mr. Jones expressed his concern over tugs and barges being parked around 
the seawall area. Mr. Jones does not want the seawall brought any further than the Brown Slough 
bridge. The comments by the commissioners were that by putting up the seawall it would make Mr. 
Jones’ property safer against a washout. Due to the city’s liability and for community safety – the city 
ordinance states that there is no fishing off the dock from June 1 – August 31 off the dock. For safety 
concern – a motion was made and passed to approach the council to add the months: May, 
September, and October. Concerns were raised over the FY03 budget. Questions were raised over 
the seawall funds. Four wheelers, four-wheel drive trucks, and three wheelers are destroying the 
grass around the seawall. The commissioners toured the area in which questions and discussion 
ensued regarding options to deter motorized traffic to the area. The next port commission meeting 
will be held at the port director’s office, on June 17, 2002 at 7:30 pm. 
 
Public Works Committee 
Council member Vanasse was out of town and unable to attend the meeting. 
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Public Safety and Transportation Commission 
Council Member Drake reported that on March 26, 2002, ordinance #02-09 was sent out to 
committees and commissions for recommended language. At the May 6, 2002, the commission 
reviewed this ordinance and passed a motion to forward the following two recommendations to the 
city council. The first – under 2.52.040 qualifications section (d) persons shall not be appointed to a 
City committee, commission or board if that individual owes any sales, use or taxes… The 
commission requested a definition, clarification, and the intent of the description – individual. The 
second – under 2.52.025 purpose – members of the committees, commissions and boards should not 
strive to stop positive progress for the City of Bethel and its residents. It was the recommendation of 
the commission to strike the sentence. Members felt that the sentence could be misinterpreted so 
that if a person were to vote no on an issue they could be accused of stopping positive progress and 
not working in the best interest of the city.   
  
Finance Committee 
Council Member Short reported that the finance committee had not met since the last meeting, 
although the finance committee members had been very busy with the budget session. The next 
meeting has been set for May 30, 2002 at 7:30 pm.  
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Item A — Public Hearing — Ordinance #02-15: Amending Chapter 2.04 of the BMC to 
provide a stipend for city council and participation in the PERS retirement program 
 
Mayor Rodgers opened the public hearing. 

Thor Williams – Bethel resident and former city council member, Mr. Williams voiced his concern 
over the proposed stipend. He feels that by the council members accepting pay – their current 
volunteer status would be changed to professional council members. Mr. Williams further commented 
that council members receive compensation through the trips that are taken throughout the year. He 
also felt that due to the present budget constraints that it would be unwise for the council to propose 
any monetary figures and provided figures to support his opinion on the matter.  
 
Dave Trantham – Bethel resident, Mr. Trantham also voiced his concern over the proposed stipend. 
He reiterated the fact that by adding the stipend it would change the status of the council to 
professional. He reminded the council that when members took their positions they took them as 
volunteers, willing to serve their community. 
 
MOVED BY: Notti 
SECONDED BY: Short 

To adopt ordinance #02-15 

Council Member Notti explained his reasoning for bringing the ordinance before the council. His main 
reason for doing so is the involvement in the PERS system and the possibility that the stipend may attract 
more qualified persons to for run for the council. Council Member Drake explained that the city does pay 
for the airfare, hotel, and per diem for council members on city business. However, for him personally, 
Council Member Drake has lost a considerable amount of money in wages in attending the trips. Council 
Member Berger stated that it would be of no benefit to him personally if the stipend were to be passed. 
He also agreed that this could be a way to interest more people to seek public service but felt that he 
would follow the comments of the people to be heard. He further stated that the money spent on the 
trips is money well spent – it is very important to speak to those who are decision makers and to let 
them the needs of the community.  
Council Member Short called for the question. 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion fails with a roll call vote of 1 – 5. (Notti) 
  
MOVED BY: Notti To amend ordinance #02-15 to $1.00 per month and 
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SECONDED BY:  adoption of #02-15 
 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion dies with no second 
 
Item B — Public Hearing — Ordinance #02-16: Public Works/City Clerk Budget 
Modification 
 
Mayor Rodgers opened public hearing. There was no one to be heard. 
 
MOVED BY: Short 
SECONDED BY: Berger 

To adopt ordinance #02-16 

 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote of 6 - 0. 
 
 
Item C — BNC/Crowley Marine — Pipeline corridor, Dock-use agreement, and Tract 5C-2 
 
Bruce Bartow, of Crowley, presented a packet to council members. Items included in the packet 
were: a summary overview of Crowley and BNC’s perspective regarding the status and options that 
may be available for the tank farm project, a summary of key provisions for the pipeline easement – 
comparing the city’s position and Crowley’s position, a cover letter from Ms. Sleeper, an attachment 
with the latest draft of the easement agreement for the pipeline access from city petro dock to the 
tank farm property, a copy of the most recent agreement for the dock use. Mr. Bartow explained that 
it has been about five months since BNC/Crowley and the city have exchanged preliminary 
documents. Mr. Bartow feels that substantial progress has been made on the project. He touched on 
the concerns of oil spills and potential disasters and outlined Crowley’s policies on such matters. 
Further, Mr. Bartow expressed the fact that Crowley is willing to be involved in the project long term 
and stated the need to move the project forward on a level playing field. He also stated that Crowley 
is prepared to modify the insurance use agreement and move forward with execution and if an 
agreement cannot be reached at this time that Crowley would be interested in abandoning the 
project. Mr. Bartow felt that if an agreement can be reached by the end of June – he feels confident 
that the project can be completed by September 2003.  
 
Susan Reeves, attorney, assisting Crowley, echoed the comment that the parties have worked long 
and hard over the few months and expressed that the fact that this is as far as the attorney’s would 
be going on the project. She stated that Crowley has provided assurances in the documents that 
minimize risks to the City. Ms. Reeves encouraged council to move forward with the project. 
 
Jeannie Sleeper, council for Bethel Native Corporation, stated that there are a few provisions that 
are not in agreement by both parties. Ms. Sleeper reviewed the side-by-side outline of where each 
party stands on the issues.  
 
Mark Stemp, President and CEO of Bethel Native Corporation, thanked the city council for their 
willingness to become involved in the project and encouraged the City to continue meeting with each 
side to reach a mutually satisfactory agreement. 
 
Council Member Drake corrected a few of the statements made by the previous speakers. Among 
those corrections were: the term permanent to definable, no sub-surface rights, and disposal of the 
land.  
 
Louann Cutler, Bethel City attorney, requested direction from the city council and commented on the 
points of the outline provided by Bruce Bartow of Crowley.  
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Recommendation was made by City Manager Herron to do two things. The first would be that the 
negotiating team meets after the council meeting to set the ground rules for the next meeting. One 
of the ground rules would be that the City gives Crowley a proposal by Monday at the latest. The 
second would be that after the proposal is received that the team meet as soon as possible. 
 
 
Council Member Short asked that he be assigned to the negotiating team. Council concurred. 
 
    
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Item A — Introduction — Ordinance #02-19: FY03 Budget 
MOVED BY: Drake 
SECONDED BY: Berger 

Introduction and set for public hearing on June 11, 
2002 

 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
Item B — Introduction — Ordinance #02-17: Authorizing the acquisition of Lots 4 & 5, 
Block 8, USS 3790, Bethel Townsite East Addition 
City Manager Herron provided for council the substitute purchase and sale agreement on the 
acquisition of lots 4 & 5, block 8.  
 
Ordinance #02-17 was introduced under the consent agenda and set for public hearing on June 11, 
2002.  
 
 
Item C — Introduction — Substitute Ordinance #02-02: Providing for bank service sales 
tax exemptions 
MOVED BY: Short 
SECONDED BY: Drake 

To introduce ordinance #02-02 and set public 
hearing for June 11, 2002 

 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
Item D — Resolution #02-17: Providing written consent to assign the City of Bethel’s 
November 15, 1985 ground lease with ONC to First National Bank 
MOVED BY: Berger 
SECONDED BY: Drake 

 Move to adopt resolution #02-17 

Council pointed out that the bank is now called First National Bank of Alaska. 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
Item E — Resolution #02-18: Directing the city attorney to draft an ordinance providing 
availability to off-road vehicles on city owned or maintained roads 
MOVED BY: Short 
SECONDED BY: Berger 

Move to adopt resolution #02-18 

Discussion ensued regarding the city’s liability, enforcement issues, and the damage to the city 
maintained roads. 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by a voice vote of 5 –1. 
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Item F — Council Member Appointment to the Board of Directors of the People’s Learning 
Center 
Council Member Hugh Short was appointed to the People’s Learning Center Corporation board of 
directors for a one-year term. 
 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Berger reminded council members to arrive to meetings on time and to be 
courteous to one another and honor all of the member’s commitments. 
 
Council Member Trantham - no comment. 
 
Council Member Drake asked if any council member would like to be his co-host in Wednesday 
morning’s KYUK radio talk show. Council member Notti agreed to be the co-host. 
 
Council Member Rodgers reminded everyone that the water is high and to wear pfds. The 
kings are starting to run. Mayor Rodgers thanked his friends for helping to work on his home. 
 
Council Member Notti cautioned everyone on the river and hoped that everyone got their 
share of smelts. 
 
Council Member Vanasse – was not present. 
 
Council Member Short - no comment.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOVED BY: Drake  
SECONDED BY: Berger 

To adjourn the meeting.  

 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
With no further business before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED THIS 25th of June 2002. 
 
ATTEST:      ___________________________ 
       Stanley “Tundy” Rodgers, Mayor 
 
_________________________ 
Janette Persinger, City Clerk 
 


	City of Bethel, Alaska
	City Council Minutes
	CALL TO ORDER
	ROLL CALL

	Due to a conflict in the drill team’s schedule – 
	PEOPLE TO BE HEARD
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	APPROVAL OF AGENDA
	MAYOR’S REPORT
	MANAGEMENT TEAM’S REPORT
	Mayor Rodgers commented on the DMV. He is pleased to see that it has been re-opened and complimented Judy Keeler on her public relations skills.
	REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES
	Senior Advisory Board
	Parks and Recreation Committee
	Planning Commission
	Port Commission
	Public Works Committee
	Public Safety and Transportation Commission
	Finance Committee
	UNFINISHED BUSINESS
	
	
	
	Item C — BNC/Crowley Marine — Pipeline corridor, 
	NEW BUSINESS




	COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS
	
	
	
	Council Member Drake asked if any council member 
	
	
	Council Member Short - no comment.







	ADJOURNMENT


