RESQIUTION NO. 21

A resclutlon requesting administrative and legislative action necsssary to
the future devslopment of Bethel and its trade arss,

WHERBAS, the City of Bethel has naturally become the administrative, trading,
transrortatlicn end distribntion center of the vast Kuskokwim and Lower Yukon
area, because of its central location and ibs deep sea port, and thus has
developed into one of Alaskals fastest growing commnities, and

WHEREAS, the orderly development of Bethel is a requisite to the orderly economic,
soeial and edneational development of the peoples and the area which it serves, and

WHEREAS, this develdopment of the area and its peoples is dependent in many inshances
on the extent of public services and facilities and

WHERFAS , many suoh services and facllitiocs can only be provided by State
administrative and legislative action,

BE IT THEREFOHRE RESOLVED that the Citizens of Bathal, through its Council, request
the Governor of Alaska, the Honorable William 4. Bgen, and the leglslative bodies
of the State of Alaska ﬁhat immediate and poeltive actlon be taken to provide
those public servieces and facilities most urgently needed and necessary for the
continunance of our growbh and establishment of economie stability, Specifie
action is requested, but not limited to, those things hersinafter mentioned,

A first resquisite is adequate roads within the commnity of Bethel. Frelght,
transportation and services dependent upon roads are adversely affected by the
poor construetion and conditions of all existing roadways resulting in an
economic drain on the State, commnity and area. Development of secondary roads
benefiting from Federal funds should be accomplishad in the fiscal years of 196667,

4 small boat harbor must be provided for the preservation of property necessary
to the livelihood of the area. Such a facllity is necessary to the subsisience
fisherman, the commereial fisheries indusbry and the general commerce of the area,
It is estimated that there are approximately 400 small boats belng used In these
industries, and these are in need of a safe harbor,

The loecal fishing industry is the largest sourge of income in the area from
natural resources, It is estimated that fish harvested in the Kuskokwim drailnage
in 1964 provided in excess of $500,000.00 in income and in addition the primcipal
food source in the arca 1s locally caught fish., Proper fishing practices for
conservetion and full utilization of this natural resource as well as proof
necessary to negotlations with other nations is dependent upon information supplled
by the Alaska Department of Fish and (Qane. The Deparbment indlectes it is
inadequately funded and is now depending on two blologists wmorking in the Arctic-
Yukon-Kuskokwim areas. It is recommended that the Department be adecuately funded
for the establishment of a fisheries research station in Bethel under the
direction of a qualified biologist.

Fxpansion of the alrport fasility is necegsary to adequate and economic air
transpertation to Bethel and the area. Ain extension to the rumway is required for
the use of largsr and more economical aireraft, The alr earrier serving Bethsl
and the area has indicated the desire to provide more eccnomical service if the
necessary State facilitles are provided,



The Stute Magistrate Court located in Bethel serves the entire area. Many
hardships are imposed on the citizens of the area due to delays or travel to
other courts caussd by the limitations of servigces that can be handlied by a
Deputy District Hagistrate. The Deputy District Yaglstrate is called upon to
parform many of the duties of a full Magistrate but is not paid for this extension
of duty nor able to render the actual decisions. To correct this situabion,
the Bethel Court should be under a full Haglstrate.

Tt is recognized that dus to remoteness and size thab it is not practical
to establish high schools inm all the villages of this area, however, by
demonstrations in the past the residents of the area have indicated their desire
that a regional high school be provided in Bethel with the necesaary boarding
faeility. They have further expressed thelr desire that this be s State operated
desegregated schools Very few graduates of the Bureau of Indian Affairs elemenbary
schools, now operating in the villages, have the opportunlty to receive secondary
education, Those few selected by the Burean of Indien Affairs for transfer %o
other locabions; It Fdgecumbe High School, Wrangell Institute and Chemawa High
Sehool, must choose between heing sent far from home and family and into a
ssgregated aéhool or doing withoub any higher edueation at all. The State of
#laska being cognizant of the needs of the students in this area dnd being
responsible for the education of its clbiszens should acespt lts responsibility
to these deprived psoples withoub further delay. The greatest petential resource
of Alasks and the nation is its people, especlally ita youth, Unless the youth
of thls area is provided the opportunity to further ils educatlon, this potential
will be lost, and these young people will be abandoned to a 1life of frusbration
and poverty, inevitably becoming a burden %o socleby,

APPROVED this day of 1965, by AYES and N&yES

ARTHUR L, NICHOLESON
Mayor

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK



