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City of Bethel, Alaska    
City Council Minutes 
May 13, 2003 Regular Meeting Bethel, Alaska 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
A regular meeting of the Bethel City Council was held on May 13, 2003, at 6:30 p.m. in the council 
chambers, Bethel, Alaska. 
 
Mayor Short called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Comprising a quorum of the Council, the following were present: 
 
 Hugh Short, Jr. 
 David Trantham  Jerry Drake 
  Joy Shantz   Carl Berger 
  Stanley “Tundy” Rodgers 
  
Excused absence(s): Andrei Jacobs 
Unexcused absence(s): none 
  
Also in attendance were the following: 
  
 Bob Herron, City Manager 

Janette Persinger, City Clerk 
 
 
MOVED BY: Rodgers 
SECONDED BY: Trantham 

To suspend the three minute rule for members of the 
public to be heard, allowing for ten minutes per 
person and the five minute rule for 
committee/commission reports, allowing for fifteen 
minutes per report 

 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion fails by 2 – 4 roll call vote (Berger, Drake, Shantz, Short). 
 
 
SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
Item A – Presentation by Tundra Women’s Coalition – the Teen’s Acting Against Violence 
program 
 
Zach Fansler from the Tundra Women’s Coalition presented an overview of the Teen’s Acting Against 
Violence (TAAV) program. Mr. Fansler also highlighted the Outward Bound Program. The goal of the 
Outward Bound Program is to develop leadership skills. Currently, the group is in the process of 
raising funds to send TAAV members to the next Outward Bound Program to be held in Seattle. The 
members requested $5,000.00 from the City of Bethel to complete the balance of their funding 
efforts. Alfred Michael, a two year member of TAAV, stated that the Outward Bound Program has 
taught him about leadership and self-esteem. Rosella Willard, another TAAV member stated that the 
program has given her the confidence to do things she believed that she could not do before. 
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Council consensus was to have administration examine the budget to identify any funds that may be 
available and to contact TAAV regarding the funds.  
 
 
PEOPLE TO BE HEARD 
 

A. Jane Neeser: City Manager Contract 
• Expressed her support of the City Manager and urged the council to extend Mr. 

Herron’s contract 
B. Janelle Vanasse: City Manager Contract 

• Expressed her support of the City Manager and urged council to be responsible in 
carrying out the evaluation process and not reactionary 

C. Laurie Walters: City Manager Contract 
• Expressed her support of Bob Herron, City Manager  
• Expanded on Mr. Herron’s qualities as City Manager   
• Asked for council’s unwavering support of Mr. Herron 

D. Chief Butch Morris: City Manager Contract 
• Expressed his support of Bob Herron 
• Urged council to extend Mr. Herron’s contract 

E. Colleen Soberay: City Manager Contract 
• Expanded on Mr. Herron’s qualities as a City Manager 
• Urged the council to extend Mr. Herron’s contract 

F. Janette Persinger: City Manager Contract 
• Expanded on Mr. Herron’s qualities as a City Manager 
• Urged the council to extend Mr. Herron’s contract 

G. Rob Strahan: City Manager Contract 
• Expanded on Mr. Herron’s qualities as a City Manager 
• Commented on Mr. Herron’s ability to interact with Legislators 

H. John Hastie: City Manager Contract 
• Associates Mr. Herron’s name with progress 
• Urged the City Council to extend Mr. Herron’s contract for the next six years 

I. Steve Sellers: City Manager Contract 
• Stated that he felt that the council would be making a mistake by letting Mr. Herron 

go 
• Asked that Council show strong support of Mr. Herron 

J. Ray Watson: Water and Sewer 
• Expressed his frustration over a recent sewer evacuation service  

K. Janelle Vanasse: CEDS Plan 
• Stated her involvement in the Community Economic Development Strategy  
• Urged council to adopt the plan 

L. Yolanda Jorgensen: City Manager Contract 
• Stated her appreciation that Mr. Herron listens to members of the public  
• Asked council to set aside any personal issues and renew Mr. Herron’s contract 

M. Rex Lauber: Ptarmigan Memorandum of Agreement 
• Stated that Bethel has the largest RSV rate and respiratory problems within the State 

of Alaska 
• Asked that Ptarmigan Road be prioritized because of the amount of speed and traffic 

that travels through the area 
• Stated that the health of the community would improve and as well the quality of life 

for the citizens of Bethel  
N. Dario Notti: CEDS Plan/Ptarmigan Memorandum of Agreement/City Manager 

Contract 
• States that the process of the CEDS plan was one of the best processes put forth thus 

far 



 
City Council Minutes  City of Bethel, Alaska 
  May 13, 2003 

3

• Commented on the health of his children and believes that by paving the Ptarmigan 
Road, his children’s health would improve 

• Expressed his concern’s in the manner in which the MOA is written  
• Stated that he feels Mr. Herron is the best manager that the City of Bethel has ever 

had 
O. Harry Faulkner, Jr.: City Manager Contract 

• Expressed his support of Mr. Herron 
• Stated that he feels that because of Mr. Herron the community has progressed and 

felt that if Mr. Herron’s contract is not renewed, the community would digress 
• Asked that those council members who have a personal issue with Mr. Herron step 

down 
P. John Wallace: City Manager Contract/Ptarmigan Memorandum of Agreement 

• Stated that he could not imagine going backwards because he felt that would happen 
if Mr. Herron’s contract was not renewed 

• Urged the passage of the Ptarmigan Memorandum of Agreement 
Q. John Thorne: Ptarmigan Memorandum of Agreement 

• Urged the passage of the Ptarmigan Memorandum of Agreement 
• Commented on issues of maintenance on Ptarmigan Road 
• Commented on the wear and tear of vehicles driving over the roads 

R. Ted Simmons: Ptarmigan Memorandum of Agreement 
• Commented on the health issues because of blowing dust and sand 
• Urged the passage of the Ptarmigan Memorandum of Agreement 

 
 
APROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOVED BY: Drake 
SECONDED BY: Rodgers 

To approve the minutes of the 4-8-03 regular 
meeting and the 4-21-03 special meeting 

 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
MOVED BY: Drake 
SECONDED BY: Shantz 

To approve the agenda  

Item F under New Business - D8 Cat time for gravel  
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Items included in the Mayor’s report: 
 

• Mayor Short sent his condolences to the Riley family 
• Executive Proclamation by Governor Murkowski declaring May 2003 to be Nobody Gets Hurt 

Month 
• Press release from Anchorage Daily News re: “State puts up roads money” 
• Thank you card from United States Senator Ted Stevens  
• Letter from Angstman Law Office re: Bethel Group Home Lease Renewal 
• Written testimony from Mayor Short re: Transportation needs in Alaska 
• Letter from Brad Sworts, Kuskokwim Area Planner re: Bethel Plat Review 
• Letter from the Alaska Court System re: change in court policy regarding the processing of 

municipal citations  
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• Summary of appraisal for Assisted Living Home site and motion from the Planning 
Commission 

Sandra Mironoff from the Assisted Living Home Task force stated that the 
Force has completed a market study and design process. The Task Force will 
be seeking funding in June. Ms. Mironoff s ated that i  was essential tha  the 
City of Bethel adopt the CEDS plan and move forward on an ordinance to 
lease the land so that the Task Force could secure site control. 
Council consensus was to direct administration to draw up an ordinance 
leasing the land to the Assisted Living Home. 

• Press release from Tundra Drums re: Youth Bus 
Council Member Trantham expanded on the effor s of the fund-raising group 
to raise funds to purchase the Youth Bus. 

• Press release from Tundra Drums re: Transportation Security Administration jobs 
Council Member Berger expanded on the Chamber Luncheon that was held 
regarding the subject o  the TSA jobs.  

• Letter from the Village of Nunapitchuk re: the problems of alcohol and an alcohol delivery site 
in Bethel 

• Mayor Short commended council members for their involvement in the FY04 budget work 
sessions and further commented on the possibility of an additional 3% State of Alaska sales 
tax and the other cuts by the State of Alaska. Mayor Short stated the council would be 
working on the following ideas to reduce the City of Bethel budget: 

o The opportunity to bring in a Boys & Girls program to the community 
o Allow another organization to operate the Senior Center 
o Privatize refuse hauling within the City of Bethel 
o Fund an economic feasibility study to privatize water/sewer and road maintenance 

 
 

MANAGEMENT TEAM’S REPORT 
 
City Manager Herron’s report included the following: 

• Statewide Sales Tax Legislation 
• Donlin Creek 
• Personnel Matters 
• Travel Status 
• Rural Alaska Transition Plan re: Ultra low sulfur diesel  
• Dr. John White request council members to attend the May 29, 2003 on the calendars for 

region-wide forum in Bethel on the importance of salmon on the economy 
 

 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Senior Advisory Board 
Council Member Berger reported that the Senior Advisory Board has had two meetings and 
highlighted the minutes of those meetings. Council Member Berger stated that the seniors have 
expressed a need for a Yupik translator. The next meeting will be held on Monday, June 9, 2003.  
 
Parks and Recreation Committee 
Council Member Jacobs was not in attendance. 
 
Planning Commission 
Council Member Shantz stated that the Planning Commission met on May 8, 2003 and highlighted the 
minutes of the meeting.  
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Port Commission 
Council Member Rodgers reported that the Port Commission met on April 21, 2003 and highlighted 
the minutes of that meeting. Council Members Rodgers further commented on Red Samm taxes that 
are owed. Council Member Rodgers stated that in lieu of the taxes, assets were awarded to the City 
of Bethel and questioned the use of them within the Public Works Department. Council concurred to
direct the City Manager to contact the Port Director to decide where the assets are needed within the
City of Bethel.  
 
Public Works Committee 
Council Member Trantham announced that the Public Works Committee has met three times since 
the previous council meeting and highlighted the meetings. 
 
Public Safety and Transportation Commission 
Council Member Drake stated that the Public Safety and Transportation Commission met on May 5, 
2003 and highlighted the meeting. The Commission has requested that an ATV be added to the 
police department budget. 
 
Finance Committee 
Mayor Short stated that the Finance Committee meeting met on April 24, 2003 and highlighted the 
minutes of that meeting. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Item A – Public Hearing – City Council adoption of Community Economic Development 
Strategic Plan 
 
Deputy City Manager Colleen Soberay gave an overview of the Community Economic Development 
Strategic Plan.  
 
MOVED BY: Drake 
SECONDED BY: Rodgers 

To adopt resolution #03-16  

Discussion ensued regarding safeguards in the plan and the satisfactory requirements of the plan.  
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Item B – Public Hearing – Ordinance #03-04: Prohibiting certain uses of plastic bags by 
merchants other than restaurants; establishing penalties for violations; and placing the 
issue on the October 7, 2003 ballot 
 

A. Tom Hildreth:  
• Commented on the state of the dumpsters 
• Commented on the trash pick up and delivery schedule  
• Suggested that before the ordinance is placed on the ballot that the citizens of Bethel 

work together proactively to correct the problems 
B. Yolanda Jorgensen:  

• Read a portion of the article in the Anchorage Daily News 
• Commented on the other items that are littering the area  
• Expressed her dislike of the ordinance 

 
MOVED BY: Drake 
SECONDED BY: Shantz 

To adopt ordinance #03-04 

Discussion ensued regarding the litter problem in the community of Bethel.  
VOTE ON MOTION Motion failed by 3-3 roll call vote. (Drake, Rodgers, Shantz – yes, 

Berger, Trantham, Short – no) 
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Item C – Ptarmigan Memorandum of Agreement 
 

A. Mike O’Brien:  
• Recommended the approval of the MOA  
• Commented on the health of the citizens, vehicle repair costs, and the requests of the 

community 
B. Ray Watson:  

• Spoke in support of the MOA  
 
MOVED BY: Berger 
SECONDED BY: Shantz 

To approve the MOA and move forward 

City Manager stated the need for the City of Bethel to have involvement in the design process of the Ptarmigan 
Road.  
The question was raised on whether the MOA hurts the City of Bethel’s prospects with ONC and BIA for 
additional dollars. Discussion ensued regarding State monies and BIA monies.  
 
M/M by Rodgers to insert the language “the DOT shall consult with the City of Bethel engineer, Public Works 
Director, and Operations Manager concerning the planning and design of construction”. 
2nd by Berger.  
The motion was withdrawn by the body.  
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 
MOVED BY: Berger 
SECONDED BY: Shantz 

To extend past 10:00 p.m. 

 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 NEW BUSINESS 
 
Item A – Discussion item – Napakiak/Bethel Road Study  
 
Council consensus was to direct Administration to work with John Malone to put together a resolution 
to bring before council at the next meeting.  
 
Item B – Discussion item – Bethel Coal-Fired Power Plant & Transmission Line 
 
Council consensus was to ask Mr. Charles to provide a presentation to council regarding the matter at 
a later date. 
 
Item C – Ordinance #03-05: Authorizing the City of Bethel to purchase a used bus from 
Golden Eagle Unlimited, LLC; exempting the transaction from certain provisions of 
Chapter 4.20 of the Bethel Municipal Code; and waiving an indirect employee conflict of 
interest related to the transaction in accordance with section 4.20.240 of the Bethel 
Municipal Code 
 
Ordinance #03-05 was introduced and set for public hearing on May 27, 2003 under the consent
agenda. 

  

 
Item D – Presentation by the Chief of Police regarding police vehicles 
 
Howard Morris, Chief of Police presented a program in which the police department could purchase 
vehicles for $1.00. The stipulation for purchase would be that the cars must be made available to 
provide advertising on them. 
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 Council consensus was to move forward on the program presented by Chief Morris. 
 
Item E – City of Bethel City Manager Contract 
 
MOVED BY: Shantz 
SECONDED BY: Berger 

To accept the negotiated contract as amended 

Discussion ensued regarding the specifics of the contract. 
Council consensus was to change the language of 20 days to 10 days and September 30 to December 31.  
VOTE ON MOTION Motion passes by 4-2 roll call vote (Trantham, Rodgers).  
 
Item F – D8 Cat Time for Gravel 
 
MOVED BY: Drake 
SECONDED BY: Shantz 

To authorize administration to enter into a one time 
agreement with Knik Construction to trade D8 Cat 
time for gravel   

City Manager Herron gave an overview of the proposed agreement. Discussion ensued regarding the specifics 
of the agreement. 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion passes by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Berger stated that the topic of the next Chamber meeting is SARS. The meeting 
will be held on Thursday, May 15, 2003. 
 
Council Member Shantz thanked members of the public for their attendance at the City Council 
meeting and thanked the TAAV group for their presentation. Ms. Shantz thanked Ms. Soberay for all 
of her efforts and stated that she admired her energy. Ms. Shantz encouraged the community to step 
up their efforts in Green-Up Clean-Up.  
 
Mayor Short congratulated all seniors.  
 
Council Member Jacobs was not in attendance.  
 
Council Member Drake had no comment.  
 
Council Member Trantham thanked members of the community who chose to contact him on the 
issues before council. 
 
Council Member Rodgers offered his condolences to the Riley, Active, and Japhet families. He 
wished Happy Birthday to all seniors whose birthdays fall within the week. Council Member Rodgers 
corrected a Delta Discovery article regarding his High School diploma. Mr. Rodgers clarified why he 
voted no on the City Manager’s contract and expressed his concerns over ethics.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
MOVED BY: Rodger 
SECONDED BY: Drake 

To adjourn the meeting 

 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
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With no further business before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 10:56 pm.  
 
APPROVED THIS 27th day of May 2003. 
 
 
 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Hugh Short, Jr., Mayor 
 
ATTEST:  
 
_________________________ 
Janette Persinger, City Clerk 
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