Introduced by: Eric Middlebrook, Mayor and
Thor Williams Vice-Mayor
Date: April 12, 2011
Action: Passed
Vote: 5-0

CITY OF BETHEL, ALASKA

Resolution # 11-09

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF BETHEL, ALASKA
ENCOURAGING THE ALASKA REDISTRICTING BOARD TO MAINTAIN THE
INTEGRITY OF DISTRICT 38 BY PRESERVING BETHEL AS THE PRIMARY HUB
OF THE REGION

WHEREAS, on March 14, 2011 the state redistricting board received Alaska’s local census date;

WHEREAS, the preliminary plan from the redistricting board is due on April 12" the final plan is
due May 12™ and the litigation deadline for the redistricting boundaries is June 10,
2011;

WHEREAS, 2010 census population totals for Alaska are 710,231, these totals will be used to
guide mapmakers as they redraw state legislative districts;

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska is made up of 40 house districts and 20 senate district providing
an ideal house district total population of 17,755 and an ideal senate districts total
population of 35,510;

WHEREAS, in the 2000 census, District 38 had a total population of 14,921 compared to the
2010 census totals for the district which are 16,055 totaling a deviating from the
ideal total by 1,700 people;

WHEREAS, if expansion of the district were to take place it would be important to preserve
Bethel as the service hub for the region and not to encompass another large
community which would throw off the structure and balance of the area;

WHEREAS, by expanding the district northward to encompass the upper Kuskokwim Region
between Aniak, and Sleetmute, to also include the coastal communities such as
Chevak, District 38 would be within the five percent deviation standard of the state;

WHEREAS, this northward expansion would maintain the integrity of the Regional Education
Attendance Area;

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the community of Bethel to maintain our autonomy within
the state and to preserve our representatives as currently provided;
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WHEREAS, with an 85.36% Alaska Native populate, when the redistricting board determines the
new lines for the district they consider integration of the population and other social

economic factors;

WHEREAS, if redistricting of district 38 would remove Bethel from the district or include other
larger communities, funding appropriations would be thrown off balance providing
disproportionately less for the region;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Bethel City Council of the City of Bethel
supports the inclusion of the communities of Chevak, Aniak, Chauthbaluk, Red Devil,
Crooked Creek, Sleetmute, Georgetown and Napaimute in District 38 as designated in
the attached map.

ENACTED THIS 12" DAY OF APRIL 2011 BY A VOTE OF 5 IN FAVOR AND 0 OPPOSED.,

Eric Middlebrook, May
ATTEST:

7 o
) K/f-‘.a_/// (/(Z/—Lﬁ CH D
‘./\v /y/ i Strickler, City Clerk
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Mek oryuk Precinct

New HD 38
Akiak
Bethel
Chefornak
Eek
Kwethluk
Lower Kalskag
Mekoryuk
Napakiak
Napaskiak
Nightmute
Nunapitchuk
Quinhagak
Toksook Bay
Upper Kalskag

2010 POP

346
6,080
418
296
721
282
191
354
405
280
496
669
590
210

Akiachak
Atmautluak
Kasigluk
Kipnuk
Kongiganak
Kwigillingok
Newtok
Oscarville
Tuluksak
Tuntutuliak
Tununak
Chevak
Aniak
Chuathbaluk

354

70
373
408
327
938
501
118

Bethel Census Area




