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RESOLUTION #96-4

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCH. OF BETHEL, ALASKA, IN SUPPORT OF H.B. 383, AN ACT
RELATING TO REIMBURSEMENT BY THE STATE TO MUNICIPALITIES AND CERTAIN ESTABLISHED
VILLAGES FOR SERVICES PROVIDED TO INDIVIDUALS INCAPACITATED BY ALCOHOL.

WHEREAS, Alaska Statute 47.37 170 requires municipalities to take into protective custody those
persons who appear to be incapacitated by alcohol, and further requires that such persons be examined by a
licensed physician or other qualified health practitioner, and

WHEREAS, it is estimated by the Bethel Police Department that each protective custody case may
consume up to four hours of a Peace Officer’s time, at a cost to the City of $150 per case, and that protective
custody cases in Bethel increased 47% in 1995, from 760 cases in 1994 to 1,124 cases in 1995, including 66
juvenile protective custody cases, and

WHEREAS, it is estimated by the Bethel Fire Department that protective custody cases which
require the dispatch of an ambulance cost the City over $300 per case, and that protective custody cases
requiring an ambulance increased substantially in 1995, and

WHEREAS, 70% of the 1995 protective custody cases involved persons who do not reside in
Bethel, making protective custody fees very difficult to collect, with an overall collection rate of less than
20%, and

WHEREAS, complying with AS 47.37.170 diverts Police and Fire Department personne! from their
primary responsibilities, impairs the City’s ability to provide other vital services, and presents a severe

financial burden to the City,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Bethel supports HL.B. 383,
which provides for the reimbursement by the state to municipalities and certain established villages for

services provided to individuals incapacitated by alcohol.
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Ruth M. Richardson, Mayor

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 13TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1996.
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