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City of Bethel, Alaska    
City Council Minutes 
March 25, 2003 Regular Meeting Bethel, Alaska 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
A regular meeting of the Bethel City Council was held on March 25, 2003, at 6:30 p.m. in the council 
chambers, Bethel, Alaska. 
 
Mayor Short called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Comprising a quorum of the Council, the following were present: 
   

Andrei Jacobs   Hugh Short, Jr. 
 David Trantham  Jerry Drake 
  Joy Shantz   Carl Berger 
  Stanley “Tundy” Rodgers 
  
Excused absence(s): none 
Unexcused absence(s): none 
  
Also in attendance were the following: 
  
 Bob Herron, City Manager 

Janette Persinger, City Clerk 
 
 
MOVED BY: Rodgers 
SECONDED BY: Trantham 

To suspend the three minute rule under People to Be 
Heard and the five minute rule under 
Committee/Commission reports 

 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
Father Gene Delmore led the council and members of the listening public in a prayer for 
safety for the men and women in Iraq.  
 
 
SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
MOVED BY: Drake 
SECONDED BY: Jacobs 

To proceed with special order of business before 
People to Be Heard to recognize the Police 
Department by the Mayor 

 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 

• Mayor Short read two letters from the State of Alaska, Alaska Police Standards 
Council. The letters stated that Officer Charles Seidl and Officer Jared Karr were to be 
awarded with their basic certificate in law enforcement. Mayor Short congratulated 
Officers Seidl and Karr for their accomplishment and professionalism.  
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PEOPLE TO BE HEARD 
 

There were no members of the public to be heard. 
 

 
APROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOVED BY: Drake 
SECONDED BY: Shantz 

To approve the minutes of the 3-11-03 regular 
meeting 

 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by (6 -1) voice vote (Trantham). 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
MOVED BY: Drake 
SECONDED BY: Jacobs 

To approve the agenda  

 
M/M by Trantham to remove items B, C, D from the consent agenda. 
2nd by Jacobs. Motion fails 1 – 6 (Jacobs). 
 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by 6 – 1 voice vote (Trantham). 
 
 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Items included in the Mayor’s report: 
 

• Press release from Senator Con Bunde expressing support for military 
• Fax Alert from Alaska Municipal League re: Governor’s Budget 
• Fax Alert from Alaska Municipal League re: State Gas Tax and Fire Departments 
• Press release from Senator Lyman Hoffman 
• Information from Iditarod National Millennium Trail, Inc. 

 
MOVED BY: Berger 
SECONDED BY: Rodgers 

To appoint Dario Notti, Joli Morgan, Peter Isaac, Sr., 
Joe Chief, Jr., M. Pamela Bumsted and Larry Howard 
to the Senior Advisory Board  

 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 
MANAGEMENT TEAM’S REPORT 
 
City Manager Herron’s report included the following: 

• RFP Process for the City Attorney and City Engineer 
City Manager Herron explained the process of professional service contrac s and stated 
that he is planning to go out for bid for City Attorney and City Engineer services. 

t

• Personnel matters 
• Travel status 
• City of Bethel statement of expenditures 
• Report from Paul Richards, City of Bethel Lobbyist 
• Report from Greg Sargent, Operations Manager for Public Works re: Barnes Pumps 
• City Manager evaluation document  
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Council Member Berger asked about the time table for the review of the City Attorney and 
City Engineer. City Manager Herron stated that the City would be going through the RFP 
process allowed for in the Bethel Municipal Code.  
Mayor Short requested that the City Manager’s evaluation be placed on the next agenda 
and asked that the evaluation documen  be delivered to council members before that 
date. 

 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Senior Advisory Board 
Council Member Berger reported that with appointment of members to the Senior Advisory Board a 
meeting would be scheduled by the Senior Center Director. Council Member Berger highlighted the 
Senior Center Director’s report.  
 
Parks and Recreation Committee 
Council Member Jacobs reported that the Parks and Recreation Committee is scheduled to meet on 
April 15, 2003 and highlighted the items from the last Committee meeting.  
 
Planning Commission 
Council Member Shantz stated that the Planning Commission was held on March 13, 2003 and 
highlighted the meeting. The next meeting will be held on April 17, 2003. 
 
Port Commission 
Council Member Rodgers reported that the Port Commission had a special meeting on March 14, 
2003 and a regular meeting on March 17, 2003. Council Member Rodgers highlighted the minutes of 
both meetings. The next meeting will be held on April 21, 2003. 
 
Public Works Committee 
Council Member Trantham announced that the Public Works Committee met on March 18, 2003 at 
12:00 p.m. Council Member Trantham highlighted the minutes of the meeting.  
 
Public Safety and Transportation Commission 
Council Member Drake stated that the Public Safety and Transportation Commission will be holding a 
special meeting on Wednesday March 26, 2003. On the agenda will be a discussion on the feasibility 
of Public Transit. 
 
Finance Committee 
Mayor Short stated that the next Finance Committee meeting would be held on Thursday March 28, 
2003. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
There were no items to be discussed under Unfinished Business
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Item A – Discussion item – Request for Proposal for legal services  
 
Council Member Rodgers stated that due to the cur ent RFP process started by City Manager Herron, 
further discussion was need at this time. 
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Item B – Resolution #03-08: Adopting City of Bethel Records  
 
Resolution #03-08 was passed under the consent agenda. 
Item C – Resolution #03-12: Support of legislation authorizing the Department of 
Corrections to enter into agreements with municipalities for new or expanded public 
correctional facilities 
 
Resolution #03-12 was passed under the consent agenda. 

Item D – Resolution #03-13: Requesting the US Department of Transportation, 
Transportation Security Administration (TSA), to give local preference in the hiring of all 
Transportation Security personnel employed at the Bethel Airport in Bethel, Alaska 
 
Resolution #03-13 was passed under the consent agenda. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Berger stated that his thoughts and prayers are with the troops in Iraq and their 
families.  
 
Council Member Shantz reminded the community of the Camai Dance Festival and encouraged 
everyone to give all of the dancers and families a warm welcome. 
 
Mayor Short thanked Father Delmore for his prayers and stated that he felt a need for there to be a 
forum provided at the next council meeting for members of the community to express their views on 
the war.  
 
Council Member Jacobs commented on his experiences visiting Russia and would like for the 
council to foster relationships with Russia’s sister cities.  
 
Council Member Drake stated that he would like to place the plastic bag ban on the October 
ballot. Council Members gave their opinions on the matter and the overall sense was that the 
previous ballot was poorly worded and that perhaps the matter should be put before the voters.  
 
Council Member Trantham commented on his experiences during lunch at the Senior Center. 
 
Council Member Rodgers stated that he enjoyed his two week annual training and stated that he 
was happy to be home. Council Member Rodgers offered his condolences to the families who have 
lost loved ones. Council Member Rodgers challenged the citizens of Bethel to clean up the plastic 
bags before the Camai Festival and reported that Basil Roczicka is currently in the gulf serving in the 
war.  
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
MOVED BY: Jacobs 
SECONDED BY: Drake 

To adjourn the meeting 

 
VOTE ON MOTION Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
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With no further business before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 7:17 pm.  
 
APPROVED THIS 8th day of April 2003. 
 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Hugh Short, Jr., Mayor 
 
ATTEST:  
 
 
_________________________ 
Janette Persinger, City Clerk 
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