
City of Bethel Police Dept. 
PO Box 809 


Bethel, AK 99559 

Office I 543-3781 Fax I 543-5086 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE 


PUBLIC SAFE1Y & TRANSPORTATION COIVIMISSION 

Tuesday, October 1, 2013 -7:00 p.m. 

157 SALMONBERRY RD- NEW POUCE DEPARTMENT 
AGENDA 

Members 

Brian Lefferts, 
Chair 

Johnny Furlong 
Vice Chair 

Sharon Sigmon 
Council Representative 

Pat Jennings 

Joe Yoon 

Joan Dewey 

Jennifer Dobson 

Ex-Officio Members 

Larry Elarton 
ChiefofPolice 

George Young 
Fire Chief 

KaJena Baty 
Recorder 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II . ROLL CALL 

III. PEOPLE TO BE HEARD 

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

V. 	 APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MEETING OF 


August 6th and September 3rd, 2013 


VI. CHIEFS' COMMENTS 

Fire Chief 

Police Chief 


VII. TRANSPORTATION INSPECTOR'S REPORT 

VIII. COUNCIL REPRESENTA TIVE 'S COMMENTS 

IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A. Ordinance 13-16 An Ordinance Amending the Bethel Municipal Code Section 
5.40 Chauffeurs, Cell Phone Use Prohibited 

XI. NEW BUSINESS 

XII. COMMISSION MEMBER 'S COMMENTS 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

KaJena Baty, Recorder 

POSTED on September 25th, 2013. 

POST OFFICE, AC, SWANSONS, CITY HALL, & POLICE DEPT. 


Next Public Safety and Transportation Commission Meeting will be November 5th, 2013. 

, Deep Sea Port and Transportation Center ofthe Kuskokwim" 



City of Bethel, Alaska 
Public Safety & Transportation Commission 

August 61
\ 2013 Regular Meeting Bethel, Alaska 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

A regular meeting of the Public Safety and Transportation Commission was held on August 6th 
, 

2013 in the Bethel City Hall Council Chambers. 

This meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM 

II. ROLL CALL 

Present: Brian Lefferts Chair 
Johnny Furlong Vice Chair 
Sharon Sigmon Council Member 
Joe Yoon 
Pat Jennings 
Joan Dewey 
Jennifer Dobson 

Absent: George Young Fire Chief 

Ex-Officio Present: 	 Laurance Elarton ChiefofPolice 
KaJena Baty Recorder and Transportation Inspector Designee 

III. PEOPLE TO BE HEARD 
Nicholas Kwiek- With Bethel Friends ofCanines. Would like to see afull-time Animal Control 

Officer. Witnessed dogs that were hung. 

Nancy Elliot- With Bethel Friends ofCanines. Would like to see afull-time Animal Control 

Officer. 

Garret Lieb- Would like to see afitll-time Animal Control Officer. Is tired ofanimal abuse, also 

witnessed dogs that were hung. 


IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
MOVED: Dobson I Motion to approve the agenda. 
SECONDED: Dewey l 
VOTE ON MAIN All in favor 
MOTION 

MOVED: Furlong Motion to suspend the rules to hear from the Chief of 
Police regarding a letter in response to an Animal 
Control Officer from the City Manager. 

SECONDED: Sigmon 

Public Safety & Transportation Commission City of Bethel, Alaska 
July 2nd

, 2013 



VOTE ON MAIN IAll in favor 
I. MOTION . 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOVED: 
SECONDED: 

Jermings 
Sigmon 

I Motion to approve the minutes ofJuly 2no 
, 2013. 

I 
VOTE ON MAIN 
MOTION 

All in favor 

VI. 	 CHIEFS' COMMENTS 

Lany Elarton Police Chief- See Chief's Monthly Report to City Manager 


VII. 	 TRANSPORTATION INSPECTOR REPORT 
KaJena Baty-In the month ofJuly, Taxi Cab Co. had their vehicle inspections and gained 
5 new drivers. Taxi Cab has 12 vehicle permits, 10 ofwhich are in compliance with 
inspections Taxi cab 76 and Taxi cab 83 did not participate in inspections in July, no 
reason was given. Quyana Cab Co. purchased a permit from a private owner bringing 
their total number ofowned permits to 12 as well. Kusko Cab, Inc. also owns 12 and 
Alaska Cab Co. owns 9 but dispatchedfor 4 privately owned permits. There were very 
few complaints made this month. 

VIII. 	 COUNCIL MEMBER'S COMMENTS 
Council Member Sigmon- The last council meeting was 26 minutes long. A couple of 
ordinances were sent back to the Public Safety and Transportation Commission. Has 
been in touch with the Kodiak Police Department, has a copy ofthe current MOU 
between KPD and their Humane Society, they now have a no kill shelter. 

(See copy ofMOU in packet) 

IX. SPECIAL ITEM OF BUSINESS 
PUBLIC HEARING: On the Price and Quality of Service Provided by All 

Regulated Vehicles. 
No one present to be heard 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A. 	 Ordinance 13-16 

MOVED: Furlong Motion to introduce Ordinance 13-16 

SECONDED: Dobson 

VOTE ON MAIN 
MOTION 

All in favor. 

MOVED: Jennings Motion to postpone action on Ordinance 
13-16 until the next regular meeting. 

SECONDED: Furlong 
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I VOTE ON MAIN I All in favor. 
MOTION 

XI. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Animal Issues in Bethel (Joan Dewey) 

XII. COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 
Sharon Sigmon Council Member- Thanks everybody, feels like we are making progress in the 

business we discuss. 

Pat Jennings- Glad to have this meeting, sorry to have missed the last one. 

Jennifer Dobson- Supports an Animal Control Officer Position. 

Johnny Furlong Vice Chair- Supports an Animal Control Officer Position. 

Joe Y oon- No comment. 

Joan Dewey- Appreciates being a part ofthe Public Safety and Transportation Commission. 

Brian Lefferts Chair- Thanks Police Department for helping to catch the guys that stole their two 

cars. 


XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
MOVED: Dobson Motion to adjourn. 

SECONDED: Dewey 

VOTE ON MAIN All in favor. 
MOTION 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm 

APPROVED THIS \ 'Es\- DAY OF U:-k,~ ,2013. 

~er 
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City of Bethel, Alaska 
Public Safety & Transportation Commission 

September 3rd
, 2013 Regular Meeting Bethel, Alaska 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

A regular meeting of the Public Safety and Transportation Commission was held on September 
3rd 

, 2013 in the Bethel Police Department Training Room. 

This meeting was called to order by Brian Lefferts at 7:00 pm. 

II. ROLL CALL 

A quorum was not established of the Commission. 

Present: Brian Lefferts Chair 
Jolumy Furlong Vice Chair 
Pat Jennings 

Absent: Joe Yoon 
Sharon Sigmon 

Excused Absent: Jennifer Dobson 
Joan Dewey 

III. PEOPLE TO BE HEARD 
No one present to be heard. 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting adjourned at 7:02 pm 

APPROVED THIS \ ~ DAY OF U:bbex':-- ,2013. 

Br an Lefferts, 

Public Safety & Transportation Commission City of Bethel, Alaska 
July 2nd 

, 2013 













































Transportation Inspector Report 

>­
.~ Therew 
.~ 

U 
~ 

2013 September 
New Chauffeurs 1 
Chauffeur Renewals 2 
Vehicle Permit Renewal 0 
Vehicle Transfers 4 

Inspections 6 
Revocations 0 
Temporary Permits 0 

Date Cab Chauffeur Name Reporting Party Complaint Action Taken DatelTime 

9/912013 Cab 85 Unknown MaryTwito 
Cab 85 does not look when he drives in the 

parking lot of AC main. 
None 9/9/2013 

9/10/2013 Alaska 106 II Kwon Kim Lee Foley 
Speeding down 4th Rd. Tundra Ridge, kicked 

up rocks. 

Driver admitted to speeding when contacted 
by Chief Elarton, suspended from road until 

tire is fixed on this vehicle. 
9/10/2013 

9/12/2013 Unknown Unknown Unknown 11. cab went the wrong way into the hospital. 1308998, None 9/12/2013 

9/28/2013 Alaska 107 Unknown Bill Williams 

C' stated he just got out of ak cab 107 and has 
never been so afraid of a taxi ride in his life, 
stated the male driver was all over the road, 

talking on his cell phone and almost hit 
something pulling into FAA housing, thought 
he may be intox, old, or just too distracted by 

being on his cell phone 

1309522, Ofc. Herrod advised the driver of 
this cab of the dangers of reckless driving and 

texting while driving. 
9/28/2013 

( 




Introduced by: Public Safety and 
Transportation Commission 

Date: June 11, 2013 
Public Hearing: June 25, 2013 

Action: 
Vote: 

CITY OF BETHEL~ ALASKA 
Ordinance #13-16 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BETHEL MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 5.40 
CHAUFFEURS, CELL PHONE USE PROHIBITED 

WHEREAS, operating a motor vehicle is a multi-task function and dispatching via radio and 
telephone complicates and distracts from the safe and professional operation of a 
"for hire" commercial vehicle. 

WHEREAS, using a cell-phone while operating a taxicab has proven to be distracting to 
chauffeurs and therefore dangerous to the public. 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska and the US Department of Transportation have enacted rules 
and regulations regarding cell phones and other devices which distract drivers in an 
effort to promote traffic safety for commercial drivers and the public. 

WHEREAS, 	prohibiting the use of cell-phones by chauffeurs would increase safe driving practices 
and prevent dangerous driving action. 

THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Bethel, Alaska, that: 

SECTION 1. Classification. This ordinance is of permanent nature and shall be codified within 
the Bethel Municipal Code. 

SECTION 2. Amendment. Section 5.40 if the Bethel Municipal Code Chauffeurs is amended as 
follows (new language is underlined and old language is stricken out). 

CHAPTER 5.40 CHAUFFEURS 

5.40.110 Two-way radio prohibited. 
No chauffeur may possess in a taxicab or allow another to operate a scanner capable of 
monitoring a frequency used by a dispatch seNice other than that used by the taxicab's 

dispatch seNice. 

5.40.120 RecoFds. Cell-phone use prohibited. 
A. 	 Rcpealedby Ord. (J716. A chauffeur may not operate a regulated vehicle while using a 

cell-phone unless the chauffeur is using his or her cell-phone to report illegal activity, 
summon medical or other emergency help, prevent injury to a person or property, or 
when parked without any passengers in the vehicle. 

City of Bethel, Alaska Ordinance #13-16 
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Introduced by: Public Safety and 
Transportation Commission 

Date: June 11, 2013 
Public Hearing: June 25, 2013 

Action: 
Vote: 

B. 	 A chauffeur operating a permitted vehicle while holding a cell-phone to his or her ear is 


guilty of violating this subsection of the BMC. 


1. 	 A written warning to be added to the Chauffeur's file for the first (1 st
) offense. 

2. 	 Suspension of Chauffeur's permit for a minimum of (10) days for the second (2nd
) 

offense. 
3. 	 Chauffeur's permit is susceptible to revocation for the third (3rd) offense. 

5.40.130 Requirement of check-in and check-out. 
Each chauffeur of a taxicab must check in with the dispatch service engaged by the permittee 
when the chauffeur begins a work shift and check out when the chauffeur departs a work shift. 

SECTION 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective immediately, upon 
passage by the City Council. 

ENACTED THIS DAY OF 2013, BY A VOTE OF IN FAVOR AND OPPOSED. 

Joseph A. Klejka, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Lori Strickler, City Clerk 
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