
City of Bethel, Alaska
Finance Committee Minutes
	September 22, 2014
	Regular Meeting
	Bethel, Alaska



CALL TO ORDER

A regular meeting of the Finance Committee was held on September 22, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. in City Council Chambers.

Meeting was called to order by Chair Carol Willard at 6:30 PM. 

ROLL CALL

Comprising a quorum of the Committee, the following were present:

Albertson, Cochrane, Shear, Shantz, Trantham, and Willard
			
Excused absences:  Egoak

Unexcused absences: None

Also in attendance were the following:
	
Hansel Mathlaw, Finance Director
Patty Burley, City Attorney
Carole Jung, Recorder

PEOPLE TO BE HEARD 

There were no people to be heard.

MOTION:  APPROVAL OF AGENDA
	MOVED BY:
	Shantz
	To approve the agenda for the meeting. 

	SECONDED BY:
	Cochrane
	

	

	VOTE ON MOTION
	Motion carried by unanimous vote. 



MOTION: APPROVAL OF MINUTES of August 25, 2014 Regular Meeting
	MOVED BY:
	Cochrane
	To approve the minutes. 

	SECONDED BY:
	Shear
	

	

	VOTE ON MOTION
	Motion carried by unanimous vote. 



OLD BUSINESS

Epic Aviation Sales Tax Protest- Finance Director
Member Shantz declared a conflict of interest due to him being in the fuel business. The Finance Committee agreed there is no conflict because Member Shantz has no ties to Epic Aviation.
 The Finance Committee scheduled October 13 at 6:30 for the telephonic sales tax protest with Epic Aviation. Epic Aviation will be calling in at 6:45 Alaska time. They are located in Oregon.

MOTION:  To Schedule the October Finance Committee Meeting and to incorporate the Sales Tax Protest with Epic Aviation to Oct. 13 at 6:30 PM
	MOVED BY:
	Cochrane
	To schedule the regular meeting to Oct. 13 along with the sales tax protest.  

	SECONDED BY:
	Shear
	

	

	VOTE ON MOTION
	Motion carried by unanimous vote. 



Sales Tax Revision-Finance Director
The Committee Members reviewed the final changes to the tax revision. The Finance Committee asked the City Attorney if she can provide them the tax revision changes with the strikeouts and new language. The Finance Committee asked if they can receive this information at least a week prior to the scheduled October 13 meeting.

There was a discussion of striking the entire paragraph 4.16.100 Paragraph K in the tax revision. The Committee spoke about tax exemptions for businesses. Currently in the B.M.C., non-profit organizations like YKHC and AVCP are obligated to pay tax but do not. 

MOTION:  To Recommend to strike 4.16.100 Paragraph K (Exemptions) from the tax revision.
	MOVED BY:
	Cochrane
	To recommend to council to strike 4.16.100 p. K from the tax revision. 

	SECONDED BY:
	Albertson
	

	

	VOTE ON MOTION
	Motion carried by unanimous vote. 



MOTION:  To Table the remainder of this discussion until Oct. 13 meeting. 
	MOVED BY:
	Cochrane
	To table the discussion until next meeting. 

	SECONDED BY:
	Shantz
	

	

	VOTE ON MOTION
	Motion carried by unanimous vote. 



Swimming Pool Budget-Member Trantham
Member Trantham asked the committee if the pool budget has been completed yet. The Finance Director said that they tentative date for the pool budget is within the next month. 

COMMENTS

COUNCIL REP COMMENTS- He talked about the pool and when it will open. Pro Dev is now out of the pool and it is under USA Pool’s management now. Interim City Manager’s last day was today. The offer that was made to prospective city manager Walt Bratton was turned down. Realistically we could be a ways off in the process of hiring a new city manager. 

FINANCE DIRECTOR COMMENTS- In two weeks we will have our annual fiscal audit. We are going to move away from using credit cards in the city and we are getting p-cards. We just signed the p-card agreement with Wells Fargo. 

MEMBER SHANTZ - No comments. 

MEMBER SHEAR - My only comment is that we should be careful that we striked that paragraph. 

MEMBER TRANTHAM - Thankful for the quorum and it’s nice to get information before the meeting, it  saves time that it would take to review. 

MEMBER COCHRANE-I feel good that we struck out that one section. 

CHAIR WILLARD- It was nice to get that reminder phone call for the meeting. Thank you everyone for showing up for the meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT 
	MOVED BY:
	Shantz
	To adjourn the meeting. 

	SECONDED BY:
	Cochrane
	

	

	VOTE ON MOTION
	Motion carried by unanimous vote.




APPROVED THIS ___ DAY OF _____________, 2014.


							

________________________ 					________________________
Carole Jung, Recorder 						Carol Ann Willard, Chair
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