
 
City of Bethel, Alaska 

Marijuana Advisory Committee Agenda 
         January 21, 2015 – 6:15 p.m.     City Hall 300 State Highway 

 
 
Maggie Ryan  
Committee Chair 
Term Expires 12/2017 
 
Mary C. Nanuwak  
Vice Committee Chair 
Term Expires 12/2017 
 
Kerri Fox 
Committee Member 
Term Expires 12/2017 
 
Ryan Shore 
Committee Member 
Term Expires 12/2017 
 
Pat Jennings 
Committee Member 
Term Expires 12/2017 
 
Raymond G. Pete 
Committee Member 
Term Expires 12/2017 
 
Zach Fansler 
Council Rep 
Term Expires 10/2016 
 
Vacancy 
Alternate Committee Member 
3 Year Term 
 
Vacancy 
Alternate Committee Member 
3 Year Term 
 
Tonya Hendrix 
Ex-Officio Member & 
Recorder 
907-543-1375 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER  

 
II. ROLL CALL 

 
III. PEOPLE TO BE HEARD – THREE MINUTES PER PERSON 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

V. APPROVAL OF THE MEETING MINUTES 
a. December 10, 2015 

 
VI. SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 

a. Committee/Commission Annual General Training Provided by 
the City Clerk 
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Review and discussion of SOA-Marijuana (Proposed) 

Regulations 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Make plan of action for the “What, When, How and Who” of 

Marijuana in Bethel. 
b. Declaration of Vacancy on the Committee- Violation of Bethel 

Municipal Code 2.52.070 A, 8, Fails to qualify and give the 
oath of office within thirty (30) days after city council 
confirmation of the appointment 

 
IX. MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 

Posted 01/14/2016 at City Offices, AC, Swanson’s & Post Office. 
________________________________ 
Lori Strickler, City Clerk  



 
City of Bethel, Alaska 
Marijuana Advisory Committee Minutes 
 December 10, 2015 Regular Meeting Bethel, Alaska 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Marijuana Advisory Committee meeting held on December 10, 2015 was called to order at 6:15 
p.m. in City Council Chambers by Committee Chair, Maggie Ryan. 
 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 
Comprising a quorum of the Committee, the following were present: 
 
Kerri Fox- Member 
Maggie Ryan- Member 
Pat Jennings- Member  
Mary Nanuwak-Member 
Ryan Shore-Member  
Zach Fansler- Council Rep  
 
 
Also in attendance were the following: 
 
Tonya Hendrix: COB Assistant Finance Director; Ex-Officio Member & Recorder 
Patty Burley: City Attorney 
 
Absences:   
Raymond Pete- Un-Oathed Committee Member 
 
Vacancies: There are still two (2) Alternative Committee Member seats vacant.  
 
 

III. PEOPLE TO BE HEARD  
None 
 
IV. Approval of Agenda and Minutes 

 
 

Main Motion: Approval of Agenda for 12.10.2015 meeting. 
Moved by: Pat Jennings 

Seconded by: Kerri Fox 
Action: Approval of Agenda for 12.10.2015 meeting. 

In favor: 
Opposed: 

All in favor  
None 
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Main Motion: Moved to correct minutes from the 12.03.2015 meeting. 
Moved by: Ryan Shore 

Seconded by: Maggie Ryan 
Action: To correct 12.03.2015 minutes to reflect Minute Approval moved by 

Pat Jennings and 2nd by Kerri Fox. 
In favor: 

Opposed: 
All in favor  
None 

 
 
 

V. OLD BUSINESS:  
 
Ann Capela: COB City Manager- joined meeting briefly to introduce a new “Alaska 
Journal of Commerce” Marijuana article she had gathered for the committee. 
 
The committee reviewed a list of considerations prepared by the City Clerk. The 
committee has suggested that the Clerk provide the regulations she pulled her 
considerations from.    
 
Discussion of the SOA Proposed Marijuana Regulations took place as the committee 
reviewed page by page of the document. Mrs P. Burley answered the following 
questions prepared by the committee. 
 
1. Licensing and Renewal: Can we strengthen the licensing to NOT renew a sales 
outlets permit if a school or church is built near it? 
 
2. Health and Safety requirements: Who will be responsible for the enforcement of 
these health and safety requirements local or state agency? What agency? Will our local 
P.D. be involved in this?  Will we have to create positions at a local level to fill this 
requirement?  
 
3. Refusal to sell marijuana: Can we define and strengthen the refusal to sale laws 
locally?  
 

Main Motion:   To advise Council to issue a 6 month moratorium on licensing, 
testing or sales.  

Moved by: Zack Fansler 
Seconded by: Kerri Fox 

Action: Zack will prepare this request and give to City Clerk for Council.  
In favor: 

Opposed: 
All in Favor  
None 
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VI. NEW BUSINESS:  
  
The Committee discussed further education of the Marijuana regulations and the impact 
that asking the community to vote on it’s sales in Bethel. They decide to narrow their 
focus on “What, When, How and Who” of Marijuana in Bethel in order to come to a 
recommendation to Council. Marijuana Waste was a concern and part of the discussion.  
 
 

Main Motion: For the Committee to make a presentation to Council to include 
justification of the “What, When, How and Who” of Marijuana in 
Bethel.  

Moved by: Mary Nanuwak 
Seconded by: Zack Fansler 

Action: The Committee will make a presentation to Council to include 
justification of the “What, When, How and Who” of Marijuana in 
Bethel. 

In favor: 
Opposed: 

All in Favor  
None 

 
 

Main Motion: To postpone discussion of Marijuana Clubs until future meeting 
Moved by: Zack Fansler 

Seconded by: Pat Jennings 
Action: The Committee will postpone discussion of Marijuana Clubs until a 

future meeting. 
In favor: 

Opposed: 
All in Favor  
None 

 
 

Main Motion: To make 6:15pm the permanent meeting time for this Committee. 
Moved by: Maggie Ryan 

Seconded by: Kerri Fox 
Action: The Committee has changed meeting time to 6:15pm.  

In favor: 
Opposed: 

All in Favor  
None 

 
 

VII. COUNCIL REP. COMMENTS 
   Zack Fansler : We have a lot of work to do. 

 
VIII. MEMBER COMMENTS 

Ryan Shore:  
Pat Jennings:  
Maggie Ryan:  
Kerri Fox: 
Mary Nanuwak :  
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IX. ADJOURNMENT  
 

Main Motion: Motion to adjourn meeting.  
Moved by: Ryan Shore 

Seconded by: Pat Jennings 
Action: Meeting ajourned 

In favor: 
Opposed: 

All in favor 
None 

 
 
 
Committee adjourned the meeting at 
 
APPROVED THIS ___ DAY OF _____________, 2016. 
 
 
 
          ______  __________________ 
        Maggie Ryan, Chair   
     
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________ 
Tonya Hendrix, Ex-Officio & Recorder  
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Introduced by: Council Member Fansler 
Date: January 12, 2016 

Public Hearing:  
Action:  

Vote:  
 

CITY OF BETHEL, ALASKA 
 

Ordinance #16-01 
 

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BETHEL CITY COUNCIL ESTABLISHING A LIMITED 
MORATORIUM ON COMMERCIAL MARIJUANA 

 
WHEREAS, on November 4, 2014 Alaskan voters approved Ballot Measure 2, An Act to 

Tax and Regulate the Production, Sale, and Use of Marijuana; codified as 
Alaska Statute Chapter 17.38; 

 
WHEREAS, the initiative, which went into effect on February 24, 2015, requires the State 

to begin accepting and processing applications for the registration of 
marijuana establishments by February 24, 2016;  

 
WHEREAS, subsequently, the State established the Marijuana Control Board, which has 

proposed regulations for commercial marijuana establishments;  
 
WHEREAS, neither Ballot 2, nor the proposed regulations by the Marijuana Control 

Board have specifically addressed Marijuana Clubs, which allow for the 
consumption of marijuana or marijuana products on the premises;  

 
WHEREAS, the Alaska Statute Chapter 17.38 creates classes of registrations, licenses, or 

permits to enable the lawful conduct of certain types of marijuana 
commerce and businesses;  

 
WHEREAS, the conduct of these commercial and business activities is unlawful without 

the appropriate registration, license or permit; 
 
WHEREAS, AS 17.38.110 Local Control, enacted by Ballot Measure 2, empowers 

municipalities to limit and prohibit the operation of these businesses by 
enactment of ordinance or voter initiate; 

 
WHEREAS, the initiative also authorizes local governments to enact legislation 

concerning the time, place and manner related to the operation of 
registered marijuana establishments;  

 
WHEREAS, it is in the public’s best interest that the City of Bethel thoughtfully consider 

and adopt land use regulations that ensure the orderly development and 
regulation of marijuana establishments, including sale, cultivation, 
manufacture, transport, and/or consumption of marijuana by persons 
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Introduced by: Council Member Fansler 
Date: January 12, 2016 

Public Hearing:  
Action:  

Vote:  
 

assembled within a commercial or industrial structure within the City of 
Bethel; 

 
WHEREAS, it is also in the best interest of the City of Bethel to establish a moratorium 

prohibiting the consumption of marijuana and marijuana products in 
Marijuana Clubs, until further guidance is provided by the Marijuana Control 
Board or State Legislature or local ordinance ensuring minimum health and 
safety standards are met to protect consumers, the public, first responders, 
and employees of such establishments; 

 
WHEREAS, the purpose of this moratorium is to allow the City of Bethel a reasonable 

period of time to consider and enact legislation concerning the operation of 
marijuana establishments, including Marijuana Clubs, within the City 

 
WHEREAS, enacting a six (6) month moratorium on the operation of certain commercial 

marijuana businesses does not infringe upon personal use rights 
guaranteed by Alaska Statute Chapter 17.38; 

 
WHEREAS, Alaska Statute 17.38.110 Local Control, specifically allows for municipalities 

to prohibit and regulate commercial marijuana establishments in a manner 
that does not conflict with the applicable statutes and, the City, as a second 
class municipality, has all legislative powers not prohibited by law.  

 
THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Bethel, Alaska, as follows: 

 
SECTION 1.  Form.  This is a non-codified Ordinance and shall not become part of the 
Bethel Municipal Code.   
 
SECTION 2.  Moratorium. The City Council finds and determines a situation affecting 
the life, health, property, and the public peace exists in that, the processing of any land 
use, zoning, or licensing approvals for marijuana operations with the City are not in the 
public’s interest until such time the City has adopted marijuana regulations.  
 
To address this situation, the City Council, imposes a six month moratorium on the 
processing of any land use approvals or licensing applications for marijuana 
establishment businesses within the City of Bethel.   
 
Section 3.  Definition.  “Marijuana Club” means a licensed or non-licensed place 
where: (1) Marijuana or marijuana products are received or kept, or to which marijuana 
or marijuana products are brought (2) for consumption by the public or members of a 
club, association, or corporation on the licensed or non-licensed premises and (3) any 
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Introduced by: Council Member Fansler 
Date: January 12, 2016 

Public Hearing:  
Action:  

Vote:  
 
fee, including but not limited to a membership fee, cover charge, or the sale of food, 
ice, mixers, or other drinks occurs, or a fee is charged for the use of marijuana 
accessories for use in the consumption of marijuana or marijuana products. 
 
Section 4.  Disclaimer. Nothing in this Ordinance endorses or is intended to endorse 
the legality of a Marijuana Business or Marijuana Club operating within the State of 
Alaska.   
 
Section 5.  Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon 
the adoption by the City Council. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BETHEL, ALASKA 
THIS ____ DAY OF JANUARY 2016, BY A VOTE OF        IN FAVOR AND     
OPPOSED.  
 
 
 

_________________________  
Richard Robb, Mayor  

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Lori Strickler, City Clerk 
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