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City of Bethel
Transportation Commission

Rescheduled Regular Meeting of October 25, 1995

L CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was convened at 7:45 PM by Chairman Williams.

1L ROLL CALL
Present: O’Brien, Richardson, Robb, Turner, Williams
Absent: Rhodes (excused)

L APPROVAL OF MINUTES

motion M/M by O’Brien, 2nd by Turner to approve the minutes of the August 16, 1995,
regular Commission meeting as presented. Voice vote. Motion carried unanimously.

Iv. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

motion M/M by Richardson, 2nd by O’Brien to approve the agenda as presented. Voice vote.
Motion carried unanimously.

V. TRANSPORTATION INSPECTOR REPORT

Chief Liu reported that the number of cabs in Bethel are increasing, as well as the number of
chauffeur’s licenses issued. Chief Liu also reported that Ed’s Automotive is now an inspection station
for taxicabs.

Commissioner O’Brien presented a formal complaint to the Police Chief, which is attached as part of
these official minutes. Chief Liu responded that the best solution is to have provisions in the statutes to
address the issue, and to have penalties in place for chauffeurs who violate the provisions of Section
5.20 of the Bethel Municipal Code.

Chief Liu also discussed tracking complaints of cab drivers and companies. Commissioner Turner
stated that she was looking at developing a tracking system.

Chief Liu concluded his report by informing the Commission that the Mayor, the City Manager and
himself were in attendance for the first meeting of the Bethel Drivers Association.
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VL COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS

Commissioner O’Brien related her concemn regarding a person that was overcharged cab fare from
Pacifica Guest House to the Prematernal Home. Chairman Williams suggested the cab fares be posted
around the community for all to see.

Commissioner O’Brien asked Chief Liu if Royal Cab Company was operating. Chief Liu stated that no
new cab companies had been licensed.

Council Representative Richardson brought up a concern regarding zero tolerance for cab drivers, and
asked that this ordinance be discussed at the next meeting. Commission members discussed other ideas
for changes to the Vehicles for Hire ordinance, such as how to address complaints and penalties for
violations. The Commissioner set a Work Session for Wednesday, November 15, 1995, at 6:30 p.m.,

prior to the regular meeting,

VIL PEOPLE TO BE HEARD

There were no people to be heard.

VIIL OLD BUSINESS

ITEM A: Definition on Qualified Personnel

Commissioner Robb presented qualifications and criteria for cab inspection station personnel as
follows:
1. Demonstration of aptitude, i.e. a test or exam
Experience/Credentials
a) State certified mechanic; or
b) Five years professional experience in auto mechanics; or
c) Schooling (e.g. trade school) plus experience equal to five years
3. Physical infrastructure and equipment
a) Physical place of inspection up to par, i.e. shop or garage capable of handling
cars, proper lighting and warmth; and
b) Own, rent or have access to tools and equipment needed for the job, e.g. lifts,
jacks, power and hand tools
4. No conflict of interest

a) Cannot work for, own or be associated or identified with cabs or cab
companies.
motion M/M by Richardson, 2nd by O’Brien to accept the criteria as presented. Voice vote.
Motion carried unanimously.
motion M/M by Turner, 2nd by O’Brien that the Transportation Inspector use the criteria

when assigning cab inspection station certificates. Voice vote. Motion carried
unanimously.
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ITEM B: Preparation for Council Presentation
motion M/M by O’Brien to table this item. There was no second.

Discussion followed on the Council presentation and the fact that the new Council had not given an
indication whether they were interested in continuing with the committee/commission presentations.

motion M/M by O’Brien, 2nd by Richardson to table this item. Voice vote. Motion carried
unanimously.
X, NEW BUSINESS

ITEM A: Chauffeur Physical Examination Form--Bilingual

motion M/M by Turner, 2nd by Richardson that the physical examination form be bilingual and
subject to verification that the translation is correct on the form. Voice vote, Motion
failed, 3-Yes, 2- No (Robb, Williams).

X. ADJOURNMENT

motion M/M by Williams, 2nd by Richardson to adjourn the meeting at 9:28 p.m. Voice vote.
Motion carried unanimously.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS DAY OF , 1995,

Thor Williams, Chairman
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